
AGENDA 
Hightstown Borough Council 

September 22, 2026 | 6:30 p.m. 
Hightstown Engine Company No. 1 
140 North Main Street, Hightstown 

 

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES DURING YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THIS MEETING TO AVOID 
SOUNDS/RINGING OR CONVERSATIONS THAT MAY INTERFERE WITH THE RECORDING OR THE 
ABILITY OF ATTENDEES TO HEAR THE PROCEEDINGS. THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION. 
 

Meeting called to order by Mayor Susan Bluth 
 

STATEMENT: Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public 
Meetings Act, pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231. Said notice was advertised in the Trenton 
Times and the Trentonian as required by law and is posted on the Hightstown Borough website. 

Roll Call  

Flag Salute 

Approval of Agenda   

Approval of Minutes  September 8, 2026 – Public Session 
    September 8, 2026 – Executive Session 

Presentation    

Public Comment Any person wishing to address Council with his or her comments will have a 
maximum of three minutes to do so at this time.   

Ordinances 2026-19 Final Reading and Public Hearing Bond Ordinance 
Providing a Supplemental Appropriation of $130,000 for 
Improvements to Dutch Neck Road in and by the Borough of 
Hightstown, in the County of Mercer, New Jersey, and Authorizing 
the Issuance of $130,000 Bonds or Notes of the Borough to 
Finances the Cost Thereof 

 2026-20 First Reading and Introduction Bond Ordinance Providing 
for Acquisition of Property in and by the Borough of Hightstown, In 
the County of Mercer, New Jersey, Appropriating $350,000 
therefor and Authorizing the Issuance of $332,500 Bonds or Notes 
of the Borough to Finance Part of the Cost Thereof  

 2026-21 First Reading and Introduction A Ordinance Authorizing 
the Borough Administrator to Bid on Behalf of the Borough for the 
Acquisition of Real Property at Sheriff’s Sale 

Resolutions 2026-200 Authorizing Payment of Bills 
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 2026-201 Resolution Declaring Borough-Owned Property Located 

at 246 Academy Street, Block 40, Lot 27, As Surplus Property Not 
needed for Public Use and Authorizing the Commencement of the 
Disposition Process  

 2026-202  Authorizing the Purchase and Installation of an EZ Dock 
System Through ESCNJ Cooperative Contract No. 24/25-01  

Consent Agenda 2026-203 Authorizing Bidding by Municipal Officers at Tax Sale 

 2026-204 Authorizing a Refund of a Duplicate Tax Payment 

 2026-205 Authorizing Change Order No. 1 for the Improvements 
to Dawes Park and Roger C. Cook Greenway 

 2026-206 Authorizing Payment No. 1 for the Improvements to 
Dawes Park and Roger C. Cook Greenway 

 2026-207 Resolution Designating and Recognizing a Private 
Roadway Located on the Peddie School Campus as “Peddie Way” 

Discussion Halloween on Stockton Street 

Subcommittee Reports  

Mayor/Council/Administrative Updates 

Adjournment 
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BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION OF 
$130,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO DUTCH NECK ROAD IN AND BY THE 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN, IN THE COUNTY OF MERCER, NEW JERSEY, AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $130,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 

BOROUGH TO FINANCE THE COST THEREOF. 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

HIGHTSTOWN, IN THE COUNTY OF MERCER, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of 

all members thereof affirmatively concurring), AS FOLLOWS: 

 Section 1. The improvement described in Section 3(a) of this bond ordinance has 

heretofore been authorized to be undertaken by the Borough of Hightstown, in the County of 

Mercer, New Jersey (the "Borough"), as a general improvement.  For the improvement or purpose 

described in Section 3(a), there is hereby appropriated the supplemental amount of $130,000, such 

sum being in addition to the $580,000 appropriated therefor by Bond Ordinance #2025-13 of the 

Borough, finally adopted September 15, 2025 (the "Original Bond Ordinance").  Pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 40A:2-11(c), no down payment is required for the cost of the improvement or purpose 

described in Section 3(a) since the improvement or purpose was partially funded by a grant in the 

amount of $550,000 received from the State of New Jersey Department of Transportation as 

described in the Original Bond Ordinance. 

 Section 2. In order to finance the additional cost of the improvement or purpose, 

negotiable bonds are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount of $130,000 pursuant 

to the Local Bond Law.  In anticipation of the issuance of the bonds, negotiable bond anticipation 

notes are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to and within the limitations prescribed by the 

Local Bond Law. 

 Section 3. (a)  The improvement heretofore authorized and the purpose for the 

financing of which the bonds are to be issued is improvements to Dutch Neck Road, including, but 
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not limited to, the installation of a new sidewalk, the construction of curbs and the relocation of 

utility poles, including all work and materials necessary therefor and incidental thereto, as 

described in the Original Bond Ordinance. 

 (b) The estimated maximum amount of bonds or bond anticipation notes to be issued 

for the improvement or purpose is $710,000, including the $580,000 authorized by the Original 

Bond Ordinance and the $130,000 bonds or bond anticipation notes authorized herein. 

 (c) The estimated cost of the improvement or purpose is $710,000, including the 

$580,000 appropriated by the Original Bond Ordinance and the $130,000 appropriated herein. 

 Section 4. All bond anticipation notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as 

may be determined by the chief financial officer; provided that no bond anticipation note shall 

mature later than one year from its date, unless such bond anticipation notes mature at such later 

date in accordance with applicable law.  The bond anticipation notes shall bear interest at such rate 

or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the chief financial officer.  The chief financial 

officer shall determine all matters in connection with bond anticipation notes issued pursuant to 

this bond ordinance, and the chief financial officer's signature upon the bond anticipation notes 

shall be conclusive evidence as to all such determinations.  All bond anticipation notes issued 

hereunder may be renewed from time to time subject to the provisions of the Local Bond Law or 

other applicable law.  The chief financial officer is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the bond 

anticipation notes from time to time at public or private sale and to deliver them to the purchasers 

thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus accrued interest from their dates to the 

date of delivery thereof.  The chief financial officer is directed to report in writing to the governing 

body at the meeting next succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the bond anticipation 

notes pursuant to this bond ordinance is made.  Such report must include the amount, the 
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description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule of the bond anticipation notes sold, the price 

obtained and the name of the purchaser. 

 Section 5. The Borough hereby certifies that it has adopted a capital budget or a 

temporary capital budget, as applicable.  The capital or temporary capital budget of the Borough 

is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this bond ordinance to the extent of any 

inconsistency herewith.  To the extent that the purposes authorized herein are inconsistent with the 

adopted capital or temporary capital budget, a revised capital or temporary capital budget has been 

filed with the Division of Local Government Services. 

 Section 6. The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited 

and stated: 

 (a) The improvement or purpose described in Section 3(a) of this bond ordinance is not 

a current expense.  It is an improvement or purpose that the Borough may lawfully undertake as a 

general improvement, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on 

property specially benefitted thereby. 

 (b) The period of usefulness of the improvement or purpose within the limitations of 

the Local Bond Law, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the bonds 

authorized by this bond ordinance, is 10 years. 

 (c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly 

prepared and filed in the office of the Clerk, and a complete executed duplicate thereof has been 

filed in the office of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services in the Department 

of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the gross debt of the 

Borough as defined in the Local Bond Law is increased by the authorization of the bonds and notes 

provided in this bond ordinance by $130,000, and the obligations authorized herein will be within 

all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 
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 (d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $100,000 for items of expense listed in and 

permitted under N.J.S.A. 40A:2-20 is included in the estimated cost indicated herein for the 

purpose or improvement.  Of this amount, $100,000 was estimated for these items of expense in 

the Original Bond Ordinance and no additional amount is estimated therefor herein. 

 Section 7. The Borough hereby makes the following covenants and declarations with 

respect to obligations determined to be issued by the chief financial officer on a tax-exempt basis.  

The Borough hereby covenants that it will comply with any conditions subsequent imposed by the 

Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the "Code"), in order to preserve the exemption from 

taxation of interest on the obligations, including, if necessary, the requirement to rebate all net 

investment earnings on the gross proceeds above the yield on the obligations.  The chief financial 

officer is hereby authorized to act on behalf of the Borough to deem the obligations authorized 

herein as bank-qualified for the purposes of Section 265 of the Code, when appropriate.  The 

Borough hereby declares the intent of the Borough to issue bonds or bond anticipation notes in the 

amount authorized in Section 2 of this bond ordinance and to use the proceeds to pay or reimburse 

expenditures for the cost of the purpose described in Section 3(a) of this bond ordinance.  This 

Section 7 is a declaration of intent within the meaning and for purposes of Treasury Regulations 

§1.150-2 or any successor provisions of federal income tax law. 

 Section 8. Any grant moneys received for the purpose described in Section 3 hereof 

shall be applied either to direct payment of the cost of the improvement or to payment of the 

obligations issued pursuant to this bond ordinance.  The amount of obligations authorized but not 

issued hereunder shall be reduced to the extent that such funds are so used. 

 Section 9. The chief financial officer of the Borough is hereby authorized to prepare 

and to update from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in 

connection with the sale of obligations of the Borough and to execute such disclosure document 
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on behalf of the Borough.  The chief financial officer is further authorized to enter into the 

appropriate undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf of the Borough pursuant 

to Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the "Rule") for the benefit of holders 

and beneficial owners of obligations of the Borough and to amend such undertaking from time to 

time in connection with any change in law, or interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is 

and continues to be, in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the 

requirements of the Rule.  In the event that the Borough fails to comply with its undertaking, the 

Borough shall not be liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited to specific 

performance of the undertaking. 

 Section 10. The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual 

payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this bond ordinance.  

The obligations shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Borough, and the Borough shall be 

obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Borough for the 

payment of the obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 

 Section 11. This bond ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication 

thereof after final adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 

Introduction: September 8, 2026 

Adoption: Scheduled for adoption September 22, 2026  

 

 

             
Margaret Riggio     Susan Bluth 
Borough Clerk      Mayor 
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BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY IN AND 
BY THE BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN, IN THE COUNTY OF MERCER, NEW 
JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $350,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE 

ISSUANCE OF $332,500 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE 
PART OF THE COST THEREOF. 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

HIGHTSTOWN, IN THE COUNTY OF MERCER, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of 

all members thereof affirmatively concurring), AS FOLLOWS: 

 Section 1. The improvement described in Section 3(a) of this bond ordinance is hereby 

authorized to be undertaken by the Borough of Hightstown, in the County of Mercer, New Jersey 

(the "Borough"), as a general improvement.  For the improvement or purpose described in Section 

3(a), there is hereby appropriated the sum of $350,000, including the sum of $17,500 as the down 

payment required by the Local Bond Law.  The down payment is now available by virtue of 

provision for down payment or for capital improvement purposes in one or more previously 

adopted budgets. 

 Section 2. In order to finance the cost of the improvement or purpose not covered by 

application of the down payment, negotiable bonds are hereby authorized to be issued in the 

principal amount of $332,500 pursuant to the Local Bond Law.  In anticipation of the issuance of 

the bonds, negotiable bond anticipation notes are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to and 

within the limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

 Section 3. (a) The improvement hereby authorized and the purpose for the financing 

of which the bonds are to be issued is the non-condemnation acquisition of property in furtherance 

of one or more redevelopment projects in the Borough, including property adjacent to and 
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necessary for the effective redevelopment of one or more designated redevelopment areas, 

including all related costs and expenditures necessary therefor and incidental thereto. 

 (b) The estimated maximum amount of bonds or bond anticipation notes to be issued 

for the improvement or purpose is as stated in Section 2 hereof. 

 (c) The estimated cost of the improvement or purpose is equal to the amount of the 

appropriation herein made therefor. 

 Section 4. All bond anticipation notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as 

may be determined by the chief financial officer; provided that no bond anticipation note shall 

mature later than one year from its date, unless such bond anticipation notes are permitted to 

mature at such later date in accordance with applicable law.  The bond anticipation notes shall bear 

interest at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the chief financial officer.  

The chief financial officer shall determine all matters in connection with bond anticipation notes 

issued pursuant to this bond ordinance, and the chief financial officer's signature upon the bond 

anticipation notes shall be conclusive evidence as to all such determinations.  All bond anticipation 

notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to time subject to the provisions of the Local 

Bond Law or other applicable law.  The chief financial officer is hereby authorized to sell part or 

all of the bond anticipation notes from time to time at public or private sale and to deliver them to 

the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus accrued interest from 

their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The chief financial officer is directed to report in writing 

to the governing body at the meeting next succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the 

bond anticipation notes pursuant to this bond ordinance is made.  Such report must include the 

amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule of the bond anticipation notes 

sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 
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 Section 5. The Borough hereby certifies that it has adopted a capital budget or a 

temporary capital budget, as applicable.  The capital or temporary capital budget of the Borough 

is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this bond ordinance to the extent of any 

inconsistency herewith.  To the extent that the purposes authorized herein are inconsistent with the 

adopted capital or temporary capital budget, a revised capital or temporary capital budget has been 

filed with the Division of Local Government Services. 

 Section 6. The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited 

and stated: 

 (a) The improvement or purpose described in Section 3(a) of this bond ordinance is not 

a current expense.  It is an improvement or purpose that the Borough may lawfully undertake as a 

general improvement, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on 

property specially benefitted thereby. 

 (b) The period of usefulness of the improvement or purpose within the limitations of 

the Local Bond Law, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the bonds 

authorized by this bond ordinance, is 40 years. 

 (c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly 

prepared and filed in the office of the Clerk, and a complete executed duplicate thereof has been 

filed in the office of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services in the Department 

of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the gross debt of the 

Borough as defined in the Local Bond Law is increased by the authorization of the bonds and bond 

anticipation notes provided in this bond ordinance by $332,500, and the obligations authorized 

herein will be within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 
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 (d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $45,000 for items of expense listed in and 

permitted under N.J.S.A. 40A:2-20 is included in the estimated cost indicated herein for the 

purpose or improvement. 

 Section 7. The Borough hereby makes the following covenants and declarations with 

respect to obligations determined to be issued by the chief financial officer on a tax-exempt basis.  

The Borough hereby covenants that it will comply with any conditions subsequent imposed by the 

Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the "Code"), in order to preserve the exemption from 

taxation of interest on the obligations, including, if necessary, the requirement to rebate all net 

investment earnings on the gross proceeds above the yield on the obligations.  The chief financial 

officer is hereby authorized to act on behalf of the Borough to deem the obligations authorized 

herein as bank-qualified for the purposes of Section 265 of the Code, when appropriate.  The 

Borough hereby declares the intent of the Borough to issue bonds or bond anticipation notes in the 

amount authorized in Section 2 of this bond ordinance and to use the proceeds to pay or reimburse 

expenditures for the cost of the purpose described in Section 3(a) of this bond ordinance.  This 

Section 7 is a declaration of intent within the meaning and for purposes of Treasury Regulations 

§1.150-2 or any successor provisions of federal income tax law. 

 Section 8. Any grant moneys received for the purpose described in Section 3(a) hereof 

shall be applied either to direct payment of the cost of the improvement or to payment of the 

obligations issued pursuant to this bond ordinance.  The amount of obligations authorized but not 

issued hereunder shall be reduced to the extent that such funds are so used. 

 Section 9. The chief financial officer of the Borough is hereby authorized to prepare 

and to update from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in 

connection with the sale of obligations of the Borough and to execute such disclosure document 
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on behalf of the Borough.  The chief financial officer is further authorized to enter into the 

appropriate undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf of the Borough pursuant 

to Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the "Rule") for the benefit of holders 

and beneficial owners of obligations of the Borough and to amend such undertaking from time to 

time in connection with any change in law, or interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is 

and continues to be, in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the 

requirements of the Rule.  In the event that the Borough fails to comply with its undertaking, the 

Borough shall not be liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited to specific 

performance of the undertaking. 

 Section 10. The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual 

payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this bond ordinance.  

The obligations shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Borough, and the Borough shall be 

obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Borough for the 

payment of the obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 

 Section 11. This bond ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication 

thereof after final adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 

Introduced:  
 
Adopted:  
 
 
 
 
 
              
MARGARET RIGGIO     SUSAN BLUTH 
BOROUGH CLERK      MAYOR 
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AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR TO BID ON 
BEHALF OF THE BOROUGH FOR THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY AT 

SHERIFF’S SALE 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have identified the real property located within the 
Borough, adjacent to Borough-owned property and a designated area in need of redevelopment, 
and available for acquisition through a Mercer County Sheriff’s sale (the “Property”); and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that acquisition of the Property 
would be beneficial to the Borough because of its location and its potential use in furtherance of 
redevelopment and other present or future municipal purposes; and 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Local Lands and Buildings Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et seq., 
including N.J.S.A. 40A:12-5(a), authorizes a municipality, by ordinance, to acquire real property 
by purchase; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council desire to authorize the acquisition of the Property 
through the Mercer County Sheriff’s sale and to designate Borough Administrator John F. Roman 
to bid on behalf of the Borough within the financial parameters separately established by the 
governing body; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

Section 1. Authorization to Acquire Property. 

In accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et seq., the Borough of Hightstown hereby authorizes the 
acquisition of the Property described herein through Mercer County Sheriff’s sale, including any 
adjournment, postponement, continuation, or rescheduling thereof. 

Section 2. Authority to Bid. 

Borough Administrator John F. Roman is hereby authorized to appear and bid on behalf of the 
Borough at the Mercer County Sheriff’s sale of the Property, including any adjournment, 
postponement, continuation, or rescheduling thereof. The Borough Administrator may submit such 
bids as he determines appropriate, provided that no bid shall exceed a maximum amount separately 
established by the governing body in accordance with law and permitted by the availability and 
appropriation of funds. 

The Borough Administrator may decline to bid, discontinue bidding, or refrain from further 
bidding if he determines that further bidding would not be in the best interests of the Borough. 
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Section 3. Completion of Acquisition. 

If the Borough is the successful bidder, the Mayor, Borough Administrator, Borough Clerk, Chief 
Financial Officer, Borough Attorney, Borough Engineer, and other appropriate Borough officials 
and professionals are hereby authorized to take all actions necessary or appropriate to complete 
the acquisition of the Property. 

Such authority includes execution of the conditions of sale and other necessary documents, 
payment of the required deposit and balance of the purchase price, acceptance and recording of 
the Sheriff’s deed, and payment of reasonable and necessary acquisition costs, including sheriff’s 
fees, recording fees, title and lien searches, title insurance, survey costs, environmental review 
costs, and other customary closing expenses. 

Section 4. Availability of Funds. 

The authority granted by this Ordinance is subject to the availability and lawful appropriation of 
sufficient funds for the purchase price, required deposit, and reasonable costs associated with the 
acquisition, as certified by the Chief Financial Officer. 

Section 5. Severability. 

If any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provision of this Ordinance is adjudged invalid, 
such adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provision so 
adjudged, and the remainder of this Ordinance shall remain valid and effective. 

Section 6. Repealer. 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the 
extent of such inconsistency. 

Section 7. Effective Date. 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication in accordance with law. 

Introduced:  

Adopted:  

 

             
Margaret Riggio     Susan Bluth 
Borough Clerk      Mayor 
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AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 

WHEREAS, certain bills are due and payable as per itemized claims listed on the 
following schedules, which are made a part of the minutes of this meeting as a supplemental 
record; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown that the bills be paid on audit and approval of the Borough Administrator, the 
appropriate Department Head and the Treasurer in the amount of $1,706,978.90 from the following 
accounts: 
 
 
 

 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on September 22, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 

Current $1,255,578.85

W/S Operating 127,640.12

General Capital 177,378.23

Water/Sewer Capital 20,510.91

Grant 101,398.78

Trust 9,359.21

Unemployment Trust 0.00

Animal Control 0.00

Law Enforcement Trust 0.00

Tax Lien Trust 0.00

Housing Trust 0.00

 Public Defender Trust 0.00

Escrow 15,112.80

Total $1,706,978.90
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To: Mayor and Council

From: Finance Office

Re: Manual Bill List for 09/22/2026

CURRENT ACCOUNT DATE ISSUED PO # CHECK # Amount
AT&T Mobility 9/8/2026 26-01072 39488 883.93$                   
Comcast Business 9/8/2026 26-01003 39489 455.05$                   
Comcast 9/8/2026 26-01053 39490 195.30$                   
JCP&L  9/8/2026 26-01006 39491 40.00$                     
JCP&L 9/8/2026 26-01054 39492 1,384.61$                
JCP&L (STREET LIGHTING) 9/8/2026 26-01056 39493 2,652.80$                
Lincoln Financial Group 9/8/2026 26-00053-09 39494 287.39$                   
PSE&G 9/8/2026 26-01050 39495 87.85$                     
PSE&G 9/8/2026 26-01051 39496 65.02$                     
VERIZON FIOS 9/8/2026 26-01005 39497 205.55$                   

TOTAL 6,257.50$             

WATER AND SEWER OPERATING
AT&T Mobility 9/8/2026 26-01072 17585 162.44$                   
Comcast Business 9/8/2026 26-01003/26-01052 17586 186.70$                   
Harrah's Casino Hotel 9/8/2026 26-01105 17587 112.00$                   
JCP&L 9/8/2026 26-00053 17588 25,451.63$              
Lincoln Financial Group 9/8/2026 26-00053-09 17589 63.56$                     
PSE&G 9/8/2026 26-01050 17590 1,124.86$                
PSE&G 9/8/2026 26-01051 17591 103.66$                   
Treasurer State of New Jersey 9/8/2026 26-01033 17592 720.00$                   
Verizon 9/8/2026 26-01004 17593 189.00$                   

TOTAL  28,113.85$           

ESCROW
     

TOTAL -$                     

GRANT
River Valley Landscapes, Inc 9/8/2026 26-00605 1855 100,000.00$            

TOTAL 100,000.00$         

TRUST- OTHER

TOTAL -$                     

ANIMAL CONTROL TRUST

TOTAL -$                     

LAW ENFORCEMENT TRUST

TOTAL -$                     

UNEMPLOYMENT TRUST

TOTAL -$                     

PUBLIC DEFENDER TRUST
 

TOTAL -$                     

TAX LIENTRUST

TOTAL -$                     

GENERAL CAPITAL
River Valley Landscapes, Inc. 9/8/2026 26-00605 6689 166,372.00$            

TOTAL 166,372.00$         

WATER AND SEWER CAPITAL

-$                         
TOTAL -$                     

300,743.35$    

Date: September 22, 2026

MANUAL TOTAL 
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RESOLUTION DECLARING BOROUGH-OWNED PROPERTY LOCATED AT 246 
ACADEMY STREET, BLOCK 40, LOT 27, AS SURPLUS PROPERTY NOT NEEDED 

FOR PUBLIC USE AND AUTHORIZING THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 
DISPOSITION PROCESS 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown is the owner of certain real property commonly 
known as 246 Academy Street, and designated on the Official Tax Map of the Borough of 
Hightstown as Block 40, Lot 27 (the “Property”); and 

WHEREAS, the Borough acquired title to the Property through an in rem tax foreclosure 
proceeding conducted pursuant to the In Rem Tax Foreclosure Act, N.J.S.A. 54:5-104.29 et seq.; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Property is located within an Area in Need of Redevelopment designated 
by the Borough pursuant to the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et 
seq.; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Lands and Buildings Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et seq., 
a municipality may dispose of real property that is no longer needed for public use in accordance 
with the procedures established by law; and 

WHEREAS, specifically, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13 authorizes a municipality to sell real 
property or interests therein that are not needed for public use, including by open public sale at 
auction to the highest bidder in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(a); and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13.1 provides that the sale of municipal real property not 
needed for public use by public sale to the highest bidder pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(a) may 
be authorized by resolution of the municipality; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13 also permits the private sale of municipal property to a 
private developer when the municipality is acting in accordance with the Local Redevelopment 
and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq.; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that the Property is not presently 
needed for municipal or other public use and that retaining the Property serves no current 
municipal operational purpose; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council further find that the disposition and future 
redevelopment of the Property in a manner consistent with the applicable redevelopment plan 
would further the Borough's redevelopment objectives and serve the public interest; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. The Borough-owned real property commonly known as 246 Academy Street, Block 40, Lot 27, 
is hereby determined to be surplus municipal property that is no longer needed for public use. 

2. The Mayor and Council hereby authorize the Borough Clerk/Qualified Purchasing Agent, in 
consultation with the Borough Administrator, Borough Attorney, Redevelopment Counsel, 
Borough Engineer and such other professionals as may be necessary, to commence the process 
necessary for the disposition of the Property in accordance with applicable law. 

3. The Borough Administrator is authorized to obtain or coordinate any appraisals, title 
information, surveys, environmental information, property descriptions, redevelopment 
information, notices, advertisements and other documentation reasonably necessary to prepare the 
Property for disposition. 

4. Because the Property is situated within an Area in Need of Redevelopment, the appropriate 
method of disposition shall be determined in accordance with the Local Lands and Buildings Law, 
N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et seq., the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et 
seq., the applicable redevelopment plan, and all other applicable laws and regulations. 

5. Nothing contained herein shall constitute final approval of a purchaser, redeveloper, purchase 
price or terms of sale. Any final disposition of the Property shall be subject to such further action 
and approval of the Mayor and Council as may be required by law. 

6. The Borough reserves the right to impose appropriate conditions, restrictions and redevelopment 
requirements upon the disposition and future use of the Property to ensure consistency with the 
applicable redevelopment plan and the Borough's redevelopment objectives. 

7. The Borough Clerk/Qualified Purchasing Agent and all other appropriate Borough officials and 
professionals are hereby authorized and directed to take all actions reasonably necessary to 
effectuate the purposes of this Resolution. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on September 22, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Resolution 2026-202 
 

AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF AN EZ DOCK SYSTEM 
THROUGH ESCNJ COOPERATIVE CONTRACT NO. 24/25-01 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown has determined that the purchase and installation 
of an EZ Dock system would be beneficial for Borough purposes; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., permits 
contracting units to make purchases through a cooperative pricing system pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-11; and 

WHEREAS, the Educational Services Commission of New Jersey (ESCNJ) has awarded 
Cooperative Contract No. 24/25-01, through which the Borough may obtain the required dock 
system, related equipment, freight, and installation; and 

WHEREAS, EZ Docks Unlimited Marine Construction, located at 556 Highway 36, 
Belford, New Jersey 07718, submitted Quote No. EZDQ7865 for the dock system and related 
equipment, freight, and installation in the total amount of $119,944.70; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough's Qualified Purchasing Agent has reviewed the proposed 
purchase and recommends that an award be made through ESCNJ Cooperative Contract No. 
24/25-01; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer shall certify the availability of funds in 
accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.4 before any purchase order is issued or contract obligation is 
incurred. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. The Borough hereby awards a contract to EZ Docks Unlimited Marine Construction for the 
purchase and installation of an EZ Dock system, including related equipment and freight, 
through ESCNJ Cooperative Contract No. 24/25-01, in an amount not to exceed 
$119,944.70, in accordance with Quote No. EZDQ7865. 

2. The award is expressly contingent upon the Chief Financial Officer's certification of the 
availability of sufficient funds and the vendor's continued compliance with all applicable 
statutory, regulatory, cooperative-contract, insurance, and Borough requirements. 

3. The Mayor, Borough Clerk, Borough Administrator, Qualified Purchasing Agent, Chief 
Financial Officer, and other appropriate Borough officials are authorized to execute and issue 
all documents necessary to carry out this Resolution, provided that no change shall increase 
the not-to-exceed amount without further authorization of the governing body. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on September 22, 2026. 

              
         Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Resolution 2026-203 
 

AUTHORIZING BIDDING BY MUNICIPAL OFFICERS AT TAX SALE 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:5-30.1 requires that the Governing Body shall determine by 
resolution that a particular parcel or parcels of real estate scheduled to be sold at public auction 
pursuant to the tax sale law would be useful for a public purpose; and  

WHEREAS, said statute authorizes the Governing Body to direct a municipal official to 
attend the auction and bid for such parcel or parcels at such sale on behalf of the municipality in 
the same manner as any other bidder.  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey, hereby authorize the Borough Administrator 
to attend the 2026 Tax Sale and bid on behalf of the Borough of Hightstown.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Finance Officer hereby certifies that 
sufficient funds have been appropriated in the 2026 Municipal Budget for the purposes of bidding 
at the 2026 Tax Sale on behalf of the Borough of Hightstown. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on September 22, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Resolution 2026-204 

 

AUTHORIZING A REFUND OF A DUPLICATE TAX PAYMENT  
220A WILSON AVENUE  

WHEREAS, a duplicate payment for 2026 taxes were made for Blk:3; Lt:7.01, 1220A 
Wilson Avenue, in the amount of $2,667.51; and  

WHEREAS, both the mortgage company and the homeowner paid third quarter taxes; 
and 

WHEREAS, the homeowners, Samantha L Stecchini and Michael J Sheenan have 
requested that a refund be issued for the duplicate payment in the amount of $2,667.51; and 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has requested that the duplicate payment be refunded 
in the amount of $2,667.51. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Hightstown that the Tax Collector and Finance Officer are hereby authorized to issue a 
refund in the amount of $2,667.51 to Samantha L Stecchini and Michael J Sheenan 220A 
Wilson Avenue, representing the duplicate tax payment as set forth herein. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown at a meeting held on September 22, 2026. 

             
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Resolution 2026-205 
 

AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 FOR THE IMPROVEMENTS TO DAWES 
PARK AND ROGER C. COOK GREENWAY 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown entered into a contract with Pioneer General 
Contracting Co. Inc. for the Improvements to Dawes Park and Roger C. Cook Greenway in the 
original contract amount of $172,500.00; and 

WHEREAS, during excavation, the existing playground mulch and subbase material were 
found to be in poor condition and required removal before installation of the new playground 
equipment; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has recommended approval of Change Order No. 1 to 
add Supplemental Pay Item No. S-1, Excavation, Unclassified, 12"-24" Depth, for removal of the 
existing playground base material and replacement with select fill; and 

WHEREAS, Change Order No. 1 increases the contract by $10,000.50, or 5.80%, resulting 
in an adjusted contract amount of $182,500.50; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed change is within the scope permitted for construction contract 
change orders and does not cause the total contract increase to exceed the twenty percent 
limitation set forth in N.J.A.C. 5:30-11.3; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer shall certify prior to execution, that funds are 
available for this purpose and the certification shall be attached to this Resolution and maintained 
in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1.  Change Order No. 1 with Pioneer General Contracting Co. Inc. for the Improvements to 
Dawes Park and Roger C. Cook Greenway is hereby approved in the amount of $10,000.50. 

2.  The contract amount is increased from $172,500.00 to $182,500.50, representing a 
cumulative increase of 5.80%. 

3.  The Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to execute Change Order No. 1 and any related 
documents necessary to effectuate this authorization, subject to the Chief Financial Officer's 
certification of available funds. 

4.  A certified copy of this Resolution shall be provided to the Borough Administrator, Chief 
Financial Officer, Borough Engineer, and Pioneer General Contracting Co. Inc. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on September 22, 2026. 

              
         Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk  
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Resolution 2026-206 
 

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT NO. 1 FOR THE IMPROVEMENTS TO DAWES PARK 
AND ROGER C. COOK GREENWAY 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown entered into a contract with Pioneer General 
Contracting Co. Inc. for the Improvements to Dawes Park and Roger C. Cook Greenway in the 
original contract amount of $172,500.00; and 

WHEREAS, Change Order No. 1 increases the contract by $10,000.50, resulting in an 
adjusted contract amount of $182,500.50; and 

WHEREAS, Pioneer General Contracting Co. Inc. has submitted Payment No. 1 for work 
completed through September 4, 2026, including mobilization, site clearing, soil erosion and 
sediment control, drainage improvements, select fill, concrete curb, stone dust pathway, and 
clearing the playground base material; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has reviewed the payment request and certified total 
work completed in the amount of $61,705.50, less two percent retainage of $1,234.11, for a total 
payment due of $60,471.39; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has recommended that Payment No. 1 be made to 
Pioneer General Contracting Co. Inc. in the amount of $60,471.39; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer shall certify prior to payment, that funds are 
available for this purpose and the certification shall be attached to this Resolution and maintained 
in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1.  Payment No. 1 to Pioneer General Contracting Co. Inc. for the Improvements to Dawes Park 
and Roger C. Cook Greenway is hereby approved in the amount of $60,471.39. 

2.  The Chief Financial Officer is authorized to issue payment upon receipt of all documentation 
required by the contract and applicable law. 

3.  A certified copy of this Resolution shall be provided to the Borough Administrator, Chief 
Financial Officer, Borough Engineer, and Pioneer General Contracting Co. Inc. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on September 22, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk  
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mayor and Council 
Borough of Hightstown 

FROM: Cameron Corini PE, CME, CPWM 
Borough Engineer 

DATE: September 10, 2026 

RE: Improvements to Dawes Park and Roger C. Cook Greenway 
Payment No. 1  
Our File No.: H1552 

Attached please find the following in reference to Payment No. 1 and Change Order No. 1, which is a partial 
payment through September 4, 2026, for mobilization, site clearing, soil erosion, precast and lawn inlets, 8” 
Underdrain with sock, select fill, concrete curb and stone dust pathway at Center Street to South Academy, 
and clearing mulch from the playground: 

1. Payment No. 1
2. Invoice No. 1
3. Change Order No. 1
4. Certified Payrolls

Change Order No. 1 increases the contract price by $10,000.00 (5.80%). Change Order No. 1 includes the 
addition of the following supplemental item: 

Supplemental Pay Item No. 1: Clear Playground 
Change Order No. 1 includes a supplemental item for clearing the existing playground base material. As you 
know, the Borough awarded a separate contract for installation of the new playground equipment. The 
Borough Public Works Department removed the existing playground equipment and during excavation, 
found that the existing mulch and subbase material was in poor condition and required removal before the 
new playground equipment was installed. The contract with Pioneer General Contracting was specifically 
intended to improve the area outside of the playground limits. However, as they were on site and had the 
necessary equipment, they were requested to remove the material and backfill with clean fill. 

I recommend Change Order No. 1 be approved and payment be made to Pioneer General Contracting Co. 
Inc. in the amount of $60,471.39. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call. 

cc: John Francis Roman, Borough Administrator 
Peggy Riggio, RMC, CMR, Borough Clerk 
Mairead Thompson, Assistant Borough Administrator 
Donna Condo, Borough CFO 
Ernesto Ribeira, Pioneer General Contracting Co. Inc. 
Mark Matthews, Roberts Engineering Group, LLC 
Ama Nimako, Roberts Engineering Group, LLC 
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Item 
No. Description Units

Contract 
Quantity

Total As-Built 
Quantity

As-Built This 
Period Unit Price Total Cost

1 Mobilization LS 1 1.00 1.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 

2 Clearing Site LS 1 1.00 1.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 

3 Project Video LS 1 0.00 0.00 $750.00 $0.00 

4 Soil Erosion and Sediment Control LS 1 1.00 1.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 

5 Precast Inlet, Type 'E' UNIT 2 2.00 2.00 $2,000.00 $4,000.00 

6 Lawn Inlet UNIT 2 1.00 1.00 $1,500.00 $1,500.00 

7 Bicycle Safe Frame and Grate, Type 'E' UNIT 2 0.00 0.00 $1,250.00 $0.00 

8 Bicycle Safe Frame and Grate, 2'x2' UNIT 2 0.00 0.00 $750.00 $0.00 

9 8" HDPE Perforated Underdrain with Filter Sock LF 275 180.00 180.00 $45.00 $8,100.00 

10 Select Fill CY 650 268.00 268.00 $35.00 $9,380.00 

11 Rough and Fine Grading LS 1 0.00 0.00 $5,000.00 $0.00 

12 Concrete Sidewalk, 4" Thick SY 40 0.00 0.00 $100.00 $0.00 

13 Comp. Dense Graded Aggregate, If & Where Directed CY 25 0.00 0.00 $20.00 $0.00 

14 Topsoiling, 5" Thick SY 1700 0.00 0.00 $10.00 $0.00 

15 Fertilizing and Seeding, Type A-3 SY 1700 0.00 0.00 $1.00 $0.00 

16 Allowance DOLLAR 5000 0.00 0.00 $1.00 $0.00 

17 Concrete Vertical Curb LF 825 0.00 0.00 $35.00 $0.00 

18 Stone Dust Pathway SY 925 0.00 0.00 $5.00 $0.00 

19 Concrete Vertical Curb LF 635 635.00 635.00 $35.00 $22,225.00 

20 Stone Dust Pathway SY 700 700.00 700.00 $5.00 $3,500.00 

21 Concrete Vertical Curb LF 745 0.00 0.00 $35.00 $0.00 

22 Stone Dust Pathway SY 825 0.00 0.00 $5.00 $0.00 

S-1 Excavation, Unclassified, 12"-24" Depth SY 590 590.00 590.00 $16.95 $10,000.50 

TOTAL WORK COMPLETED $61,705.50
LESS: RETAINAGE 2% $1,234.11

SUBTOTAL $60,471.39
LESS: PREVIOUS PAYMENTS $0.00

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $60,471.39
AMOUNT OF ORIGINAL CONTRACT $172,500.00
AMOUNT OF ORIGINAL CONTRACT ADJUSTED BY CHANGE ORDER No.1 (5.80%) $182,500.50

PAYMENT No. 1
IMPROVEMENTS TO DAWES PARK AND ROGER C. COOK GREENWAY

Borough of Hightstown, Mercer County, New Jersey
September 10, 2026

File No.: H1552

1 of 1
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Borough of Hightstown 
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RESOLUTION DESIGNATING AND RECOGNIZING A PRIVATE ROADWAY 
LOCATED ON THE PEDDIE SCHOOL CAMPUS AS “PEDDIE WAY” 

WHEREAS, The Peddie School is the owner of certain property located within the 
Borough of Hightstown upon which an existing privately owned and maintained roadway traverses 
the Peddie School campus; and 

WHEREAS, The Peddie School has requested that the Borough of Hightstown formally 
designate and recognize said private roadway as “Peddie Way”; and 

WHEREAS, the roadway to be designated as Peddie Way is depicted on the map or plan 
attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the designation of the private roadway as 
Peddie Way will assist with roadway identification, addressing, emergency response, public safety, 
navigation and general identification of the roadway; and 

WHEREAS, the designation of the roadway as Peddie Way shall not constitute the 
dedication or acceptance of the roadway as a public street or public right-of-way and shall not 
create any obligation on the part of the Borough to maintain, repair, improve, reconstruct, plow, 
light or otherwise provide services to the roadway, except as may otherwise be required by law; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, County of Mercer and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. The existing private roadway located upon the campus of The Peddie School and depicted on 
Exhibit A is hereby officially designated and recognized as “Peddie Way.” 

2. Peddie Way shall remain a privately owned and maintained roadway, and this designation shall 
not constitute the dedication, conveyance or acceptance of the roadway by the Borough of 
Hightstown as a public street or public right-of-way. 

3. The Borough of Hightstown does not assume ownership, maintenance, repair, snow removal, 
reconstruction or other responsibility for Peddie Way by virtue of the adoption of this Resolution. 

4. The Peddie School shall be responsible for the installation, maintenance and replacement of any 
street-name signage associated with Peddie Way, subject to review and approval by the appropriate 
Borough officials as to location and public safety considerations. 

5. The Borough Administrator, Municipal Clerk, Borough Engineer, Police Department and other 
appropriate Borough officials are hereby authorized to take such administrative action as may be 
necessary to communicate and implement the designation of Peddie Way with applicable 
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addressing, geographic information system, emergency dispatch and public safety agencies and 
systems. 

6. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on September 22, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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