
AGENDA 
Hightstown Borough Council 

May 18, 2026 | 6:30 p.m. 
Hightstown Engine Company No. 1 
140 North Main Street, Hightstown 

 

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES DURING YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THIS MEETING TO AVOID 
SOUNDS/RINGING OR CONVERSATIONS THAT MAY INTERFERE WITH THE RECORDING OR THE 
ABILITY OF ATTENDEES TO HEAR THE PROCEEDINGS. THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION. 
 

Meeting called to order by Mayor Susan Bluth 
 

STATEMENT: Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public 
Meetings Act, pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231. Said notice was advertised in the Trenton 
Times and the Trentonian as required by law and is posted on the Hightstown Borough website. 

Roll Call  

Flag Salute 

Approval of Agenda   

Approval of Minutes  May 4, 2026 – Public Session 

Public Comment Any person wishing to address Council with his or her comments will have a 
maximum of three minutes to do so at this time.   

Resolutions 2026-116 Authorizing Payment of Bills 

Consent Agenda 2026-117 Resolution Authorizing the Insertion of a Special Item of 
Revenue in the 2026 Budget Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 (Chapter 
159 P.L. 1948) Dawes Park Recreation & ADA Upgrades 

 2026-118 Resolution Authorizing the Insertion of a Special Item of 
Revenue in the 2026 Budget Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 (Chapter 
159 P.L. 1948) Construction of a New Police Substation 

 2026-119  Resolution Authorizing the Insertion of a Special Item of 
Revenue in the 2026 Budget Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 (Chapter 
159 P.L. 1948) Stormwater Management Grant 

 2026-120 Resolution Authorizing the Insertion of a Special Item of 
Revenue in the 2026 Budget Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 (Chapter 
159 P.L. 1948) Forestry Management Grant 

 2026-121  Resolution Authorizing the Insertion of a Special Item of 
Revenue in the 2026 Budget Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 (Chapter 
159 P.L. 1948) Clean Communities Grant 

 2026-122 Resolution Canceling Trust Fund Reserve Balances 
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 2026-123 Resolution Authorizing the Submission of an Application 

to the Mercer County Trail Grant Program and Committing 
Matching Funds 

 2026-124 A Resolution Confirming the Hire of Jean Paul Arce as 
DPW Laborer for the Borough of Hightstown 

 2026-125 A Resolution Confirming the Hire of Damien Kelvy as 
AWWTP Operator for the Borough of Hightstown 

 2026-126 Resolution Making and Confirming Appointments for 
the Cultural Arts Commission  

 2026-127 A Resolution Approving the Annual Youth Fishing Derby 
Organized by Hightstown Engine  

Discussion   

Subcommittee Reports  

Mayor/Council/Administrative Updates 

Adjournment 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Resolution 2026 -116 
 

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 
WHEREAS, certain bills are due and payable as per itemized claims listed on the 

following schedules, which are made a part of the minutes of this meeting as a supplemental 
record; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown that the bills be paid on audit and approval of the Borough Administrator, the 
appropriate Department Head and the Treasurer in the amount of $2,948,385.09 from the following 
accounts: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on May 18, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 

Current $2,114,730.80

W/S Operating 176,827.80

General Capital 151,982.40

Water/Sewer Capital 474,141.41

Grant 1,477.42

Trust 698.05

Unemployment Trust 0.00

Animal Control 74.40

Law Enforcement Trust 0.00

Tax Lien Trust 0.00

Housing Trust 0.00

 Public Defender Trust 3,300.00

Escrow 25,152.81

Total $2,948,385.09
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To: Mayor and Council

From: Finance Office

Re: Manual Bill List for 05/18/2026

CURRENT ACCOUNT DATE ISSUED PO # CHECK # Amount

AT&T Mobility 5/1/2026 26-00529 39175 883.60$                   
Comcast 5/1/2026 26-00489 39176 195.30$                   
JCP&L 5/1/2026 26-00527 39177 112.44$                   
JCP & L (STREET LIGHTING) 5/1/2026 26-00524 39178 2,705.18$                
PSE&G 5/1/2026 26-00485 39179 414.87$                   
PSE&G 5/1/2026 26-00486 39180 347.15$                   
Verizon Wireless 5/1/2026 26-00526 39181 514.27$                   

TOTAL 5,172.81$            

WATER AND SEWER OPERATING
AT&T Mobility 5/1/2026 26-00529 17410 124.44$                   
Comcast Business 5/1/2026 26-00488 17411 136.70$                   
JCP&L 5/1/2026 26-00527 17412 53.65$                     
JCP&L 5/1/2026 26-00528 17413 15,118.60$              
PSE&G 5/1/2026 26-00485 17414 1,629.17$                
PSE&G 5/1/2026 26-00486 17415 96.35$                     
Quartz Lamps Inc 5/1/2026 26-00166 17416 2,180.62$                
BlueTriton Brands 5/1/2026 26-00437 17417 188.87$                   

TOTAL  19,528.40$           

ESCROW
     

TOTAL -$                     

GRANT
     

TOTAL -$                     

TRUST- OTHER

TOTAL -$                     

ANIMAL CONTROL TRUST

TOTAL -$                     

LAW ENFORCEMENT TRUST

TOTAL -$                     

UNEMPLOYMENT TRUST

TOTAL -$                     

PUBLIC DEFENDER TRUST
 

TOTAL -$                     

TAX LIENTRUST

TOTAL -$                     

GENERAL CAPITAL

TOTAL -$                     

WATER AND SEWER CAPITAL

-$                         
TOTAL -$                     

24,701.21$      

Date: May 18, 2026

MANUAL TOTAL 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Resolution 2026-117 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF 
REVENUE IN THE 2026 BUDGET PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 

(CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) DAWES PARK RECREATION & ADA UPGRADES 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 
any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount 
thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for an 
equal amount; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown has received notification of the award of funds in 
the amount of $100,000 from the Department of Community Affairs, Recreation Improvements 
2025 - Dawes Park Recreation & ADA Upgrades,  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown hereby request the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve 
the insertion of a special item of revenue and equal appropriation in the budget of the Borough of 
Hightstown for the year 2026 as follows: $100,000; Department of Community Affairs, 
Recreational Improvements 2025 – Dawes Park Recreation & ADA Upgrades 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be filed with the Director of Local 
Government Services.  

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on May 18, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Resolution 2026-118 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF 
REVENUE IN THE 2026 BUDGET PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 

(CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) DAWES PARK RECREATION & ADA UPGRADES 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 
any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount 
thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for an 
equal amount; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown has received notification of the award of funds in 
the amount of $100,000 from the Department of Community Affairs, Recreation Improvements 
2025 - Dawes Park Recreation & ADA Upgrades,  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown hereby request the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve 
the insertion of a special item of revenue and equal appropriation in the budget of the Borough of 
Hightstown for the year 2026 as follows: $100,000; Department of Community Affairs, 
Recreational Improvements 2025 – Dawes Park Recreation & ADA Upgrades 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be filed with the Director of Local 
Government Services.  

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on May 18, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Resolution 2026-119 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF 
REVENUE IN THE 2026 BUDGET PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 
(CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) STORMWATER MANAGEMENT GRANT 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 
any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount 
thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for an 
equal amount; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown has received notification of the award of funds in 
the amount of $10,000.00 for the Stormwater Management Grant. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown hereby request the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve 
the insertion of a special item of revenue and equal appropriation in the budget of the Borough of 
Hightstown for the year 2026 as follows: $10,000.000 for the Stormwater Management Grant  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be filed with the Director of Local 
Government Services.  

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on May 18, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Resolution 2026-120 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF 
REVENUE IN THE 2026 BUDGET PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 

(CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) FORESTRY MANAGEMENT GRANT 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 
any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount 
thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for an 
equal amount; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown has received notification of the award of funds in 
the amount of $20,000.00 from NJUCF Green Communities – Community Forestry Management 
Plant (CFMP) & Inventory Development 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown hereby request the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve 
the insertion of a special item of revenue and equal appropriation in the budget of the Borough of 
Hightstown for the year 2026 as follows: $11,953.43 from the State of New Jersey – Clean 
Communities Grant  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be filed with the Director of Local 
Government Services.  

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on May 18, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Resolution 2026-121 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF 
REVENUE IN THE 2026 BUDGET PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 

(CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) CLEAN COMMUNITIES GRANT 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 
any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount 
thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for an 
equal amount; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown has received notification of the award of funds in 
the amount of $11,953.43 from the State of New Jersey – Clean Communities Grant. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown hereby request the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve 
the insertion of a special item of revenue and equal appropriation in the budget of the Borough of 
Hightstown for the year 2026 as follows: $11,953.43 from the State of New Jersey – Clean 
Communities Grant  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be filed with the Director of Local 
Government Services.  

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on May 18, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Resolution 2026-122 
 

RESOLUTION CANCELING TRUST FUND RESERVE BALANCES 

WHEREAS, certain reserve balances remain in various Trust Fund accounts of the 
Borough of Hightstown; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has reviewed said balances and determined that 
certain funds are no longer needed for the purposes for which they were originally established; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary and appropriate to formally cancel said reserve balances and 
transfer the available funds to the appropriate account in accordance with applicable law and sound 
financial practice. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the 
Borough of Hightstown, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey, that the following Trust Fund 
reserve balances be and hereby are canceled: 

Trust Reserve Account  Amount 
Reserve for Workers Compensation  $23,848.10 
Reserve for Off Duty  $12,000.00 
Reserve for Environmental Donation  $74.00 
Reserve for Regan Redevelopment  $142.00 
Reserve for RBE Performance  $2,309.05 
     
Reserve for Family Fair  $233.81 
Reserve for Insurance Refunds  $753.79 

   
TOTAL CANCELATION  $39,360.75 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to 
make the necessary accounting entries to effectuate the cancellation of said reserves and transfer 
the balances to the appropriate Trust Fund surplus and/or Current Fund, as permitted by law. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on May 18, 2026 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Resolution 2026-123 
 

Page 1 of 2 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION 
TO THE MERCER COUNTY TRAIL GRANT PROGRAM AND 

COMMITTING MATCHING FUNDS 

WHEREAS, Mercer County has established the Mercer County Trail Grant Program to 
facilitate the creation of new trails and the rehabilitation of existing trails throughout Mercer 
County in order to enhance recreation, mobility, and connectivity; and 

WHEREAS, municipalities within Mercer County are eligible applicants under the Mercer 
County Trail Grant Program; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown desires to submit an application to the Mercer 
County Trail Grant Program for funding assistance for a trail-related project within the Borough; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Mercer County Trail Grant Program provides grants matching up to fifty 
percent (50%) of eligible project costs; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown recognize the public 
benefit of improving and enhancing recreational and pedestrian trail opportunities within the 
Borough; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council desire to support the submission of said grant 
application and commit to providing the required local matching share for the project. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. The Mayor and Council hereby authorize and support the submission of an application to 
the Mercer County Trail Grant Program for funding assistance for a Borough trail project. 

2. The Borough of Hightstown hereby commits to providing fifty percent (50%) of the total 
eligible construction costs associated with the project, which shall serve as the Borough’s 
matching share required under the Mercer County Trail Grant Program. 

3. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute and submit all 
applications, agreements, certifications, and other documents necessary to apply for and 
accept funding under the Mercer County Trail Grant Program, should the grant be awarded. 

4. The appropriate Borough officials, professionals, and employees are hereby authorized to 
take any and all actions necessary to effectuate the purposes of this Resolution. 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Resolution 2026-123 
 

Page 2 of 2 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded 
to Mercer County as part of the Borough’s grant application. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on May 18, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Resolution 2026-124 
 

A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE HIRE OF JEAN PAUL ARCE AS DPW 
LABORER FOR THE BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 

WHEREAS, Jean Paul Arce has been hired to serve as DPW Laborer for the Borough of 
Hightstown effective April 17, 2026 and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council desire to formally confirm said hire and 
acknowledge the service of Jean Paul Arce to the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, compensation and benefits shall be in accordance with the Borough Salary 
Ordinance and/or applicable collective bargaining agreement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the 
Borough of Hightstown, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. The hire of Jean Paul Arce as a DPW Laborer for the Borough of Hightstown is hereby 
confirmed effective April 17, 2026. 

2. The Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to forward a certified copy of this 
Resolution to the appropriate Borough officials. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on May 18, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Resolution 2026-125 
 

A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE HIRE OF DAMIEN KELVY AS AWWTP 
OPERATOR FOR THE BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 

WHEREAS, Damien Kelvy has been hired to serve as AWWTP Operator for the Borough 
of Hightstown effective May 12, 2026, and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council desire to formally confirm said hire and 
acknowledge the service of Damien Kelvy to the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, compensation and benefits shall be in accordance with the Borough Salary 
Ordinance and/or applicable collective bargaining agreement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the 
Borough of Hightstown, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. The hire of Damien Kelvy as AWWTP Operator for the Borough of Hightstown is hereby 
confirmed effective May 12, 2026. 

2. The Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to forward a certified copy of this 
Resolution to the appropriate Borough officials. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on May 18, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer Resolution 2026-126 

RESOLUTION MAKING AND CONFIRMING APPOINTMENTS FOR THE 
CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following appointments are hereby made and confirmed by 
the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown: 

Cultural Arts Commission 

Gary Fournier 2 Years December 31, 2027 

Peri Orlando, 3 Years December 31, 2028 

Lauren Lalicon 3 Years December 31, 2028 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on May 18, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer Resolution 2026-127 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ANNUAL YOUTH FISHING DERBY 
ORGANIZED BY HIGHTSTOWN ENGINE CO. #1 

WHEREAS, Hightstown Engine Company No. 1 is sponsoring the annual Youth 
Fishing Derby; and 

WHEREAS, the Fishing Derby will take place on June 6, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 
p.m. at Peddie Lake, Memorial Park; and 

WHEREAS, the fishing derby is for children under the age of 14 and is an extension 
of the State of New Jersey’s Free Fishing Day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Hightstown approve the Youth Fishing Derby as a borough-sponsored and covered 
event and thank Hightstown Engine Company No. 1 for their efforts in providing a memorable 
experience for the Hightstown Borough community.   

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown at a meeting held on May 18, 2026. 

             
       Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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