
AGENDA 
Hightstown Borough Council 

April 20, 2026 | 6:30 p.m. 
Hightstown Engine Company No. 1 
140 North Main Street, Hightstown 

 

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES DURING YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THIS MEETING TO AVOID 
SOUNDS/RINGING OR CONVERSATIONS THAT MAY INTERFERE WITH THE RECORDING OR THE 
ABILITY OF ATTENDEES TO HEAR THE PROCEEDINGS. THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION. 
 

Meeting called to order by Mayor Susan Bluth 
 

STATEMENT: Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public 
Meetings Act, pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231. Said notice was advertised in the Trenton 
Times and the Trentonian as required by law and is posted on the Hightstown Borough website. 

Roll Call  

Flag Salute 

Approval of Agenda   

Approval of Minutes  April 6, 2026 – Public Session 
    April 6, 2026 – Executive Session 

Presentation Resolution 2026-100 Proclaiming Hightstown Volunteer 
Appreciation Week and Recognizing, Honoring and Thanking 
Hightstown’s Volunteers 

Recognition of Hightstown Volunteers  

Public Comment Any person wishing to address Council with his or her comments will have a 
maximum of three minutes to do so at this time.   

Ordinances 2026-08 First Reading and Introduction Bond Ordinance Providing 
for Various Road Reconstruction Projects in and By the Borough of 
Hightstown, in the County of Mercer, New Jersey, Appropriating 
$709,330 Therefor and Authorizing the Issuance of $382,042 Bonds 
or Notes of the Borough to Finance Part of the Cost Thereof 

 2026-09 First Reading and Introduction Bond Ordinance Providing 
for Various Improvements to the Water and Sewer Utility in and by 
the Borough of Hightstown, in the County of Mercer, New Jersey, 
Appropriating $2,034,500 Therefor and Authorizing the Issuance of 
$2,034,500 Bonds or Notes of the Borough to Finance the Cost 
Thereof 

 2026-10 First Reading and Introduction An Ordinance of the 
Borough of Hightstown, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey, 
Amending Article 2-48-2 of the Borough Code to Increase 
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Membership of the Cultural Arts Commission and Update Related 
Provisions 

Resolutions 2026-101 Authorizing Payment of Bills 

 2026-102 A Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a 
Memorandum of Agreement Between the Borough of Hightstown 
and the County of Mercer Regarding the East ward Street Bridge 
Replacement Project  

 2026-103 Resolution of the Borough of Hightstown, in the County 
of Mercer, Authorizing and Directing the Borough Planning Board 
to Determine Whether Certain Property Constitutes and Area in 
Need of Redevelopment  

 2026-104 Resolution Adopting an Affordable Housing Affirmative 
Marketing Plan 

 2026-105 Resolution Authorizing the Refund of Escrow Funds for 
7 Norton Avenue 

Discussion   

Subcommittee Reports  

Mayor/Council/Administrative Updates 

Executive Session Resolution 2026-106 Authorizing a Meeting that Excludes the Public 

    Acquisition of real property 

    Contract Negotiations  

Adjournment 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer Resolution 2026-100 

PROCLAIMING HIGHTSTOWN VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION 
WEEK AND RECOGNIZING, HONORING AND THANKING 

HIGHTSTOWN’S VOLUNTEERS 

WHEREAS, the week of April 19-25, 2026, has been proclaimed National Volunteer Week 
to recognize and celebrate the efforts of volunteers at the local, state, and national levels; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown and its residents have benefited greatly from 
hundreds of volunteers who each year give tirelessly and selflessly to the service of others; and 

WHEREAS, volunteerism strengthens communities, improves society, and enhances the 
overall quality of life for all citizens; and 

WHEREAS, volunteering changes the lives of volunteers in a positive way, increasing 
self-confidence, self-esteem and physical wellbeing; offering the chance to meet new friends and 
associates; and providing opportunities to learn new skills and abilities; and 

WHEREAS, the Hightstown Borough Mayor and Council wish to acknowledge and thank 
its volunteers for their dedication and tireless efforts. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown hereby proclaims the week of April 19-25, 2026, as Hightstown Volunteer Week and 
expresses its sincere appreciation and gratitude for the dedication and untiring efforts of all those 
who volunteer to help make our community a better place to live and work. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on April 20, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Ordinance 2026-08 
 

Page 1 of 5 
 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS ROAD RECONSTRUCTION 
PROJECTS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN, IN THE COUNTY OF 

MERCER, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $709,330 THEREFOR AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $382,042 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 

BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF. 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

HIGHTSTOWN, IN THE COUNTY OF MERCER, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of 

all members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

 Section 1. The improvement described in Section 3(a) of this bond ordinance is hereby 

authorized to be undertaken by the Borough of Hightstown, in the County of Mercer, New Jersey 

(the "Borough") as a general improvement.  For the improvement or purpose described in Section 

3(a), there is hereby appropriated the sum of $709,330, including a $327,288 grant expected to be 

received from the State of New Jersey Department of Transportation (the “State Grant”). Pursuant 

to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-11(c), no down payment is provided for the costs of the project herein since the 

project is being partially funded by the State Grant.   

 Section 2. In order to finance the cost of the improvement or purpose, negotiable bonds 

are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount of $382,042 pursuant to the Local Bond 

Law.  In anticipation of the issuance of the bonds, negotiable bond anticipation notes are hereby 

authorized to be issued pursuant to and within the limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

 Section 3. (a)  The improvement hereby authorized and the purpose for the financing 

of which the bonds are to be issued is various road reconstruction projects, including Broad Street, 

Van Rensaller Avenue and Manlove Avenue dead-end, including all work and materials necessary 

therefor and incidental thereto. 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Ordinance 2026-08 
 

Page 2 of 5 
 

 (b)  The estimated maximum amount of bonds or bond anticipation notes to be issued for 

the improvement or purpose is as stated in Section 2 hereof. 

 (c)  The estimated cost of the improvement or purpose is equal to the amount of the 

appropriation herein made therefor. 

 Section 4. All bond anticipation notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as 

may be determined by the chief financial officer; provided that no bond anticipation note shall 

mature later than one year from its date, unless such bond anticipation notes are permitted to 

mature at such later date in accordance with applicable law.  The bond anticipation notes shall bear 

interest at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the chief financial officer.  

The chief financial officer shall determine all matters in connection with bond anticipation notes 

issued pursuant to this bond ordinance, and the chief financial officer's signature upon the bond 

anticipation notes shall be conclusive evidence as to all such determinations.  All bond anticipation 

notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to time subject to the provisions of the Local 

Bond Law or other applicable law.  The chief financial officer is hereby authorized to sell part or 

all of the bond anticipation notes from time to time at public or private sale and to deliver them to 

the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus accrued interest from 

their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The chief financial officer is directed to report in writing 

to the governing body at the meeting next succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the 

bond anticipation notes pursuant to this bond ordinance is made.  Such report must include the 

amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule of the bond anticipation notes 

sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 

 Section 5. The Borough hereby certifies that it has adopted a capital budget or a 

temporary capital budget, as applicable. The capital or temporary capital budget of the Borough is 

Hightstown Borough Council 
April 20, 2026 Meeting 5



Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Ordinance 2026-08 
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hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this bond ordinance to the extent of any 

inconsistency herewith.  To the extent that the purposes authorized herein are inconsistent with the 

adopted capital or temporary capital budget, a revised capital or temporary capital budget has been 

filed with the Division of Local Government Services. 

 Section 6. The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited 

and stated: 

 (a) The improvement or purpose described in Section 3(a) of this bond ordinance is not 

a current expense.  It is an improvement or purpose that the Borough may lawfully undertake as a 

general improvement, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on 

property specially benefitted thereby. 

 (b) The period of usefulness of the improvement or purpose within the limitations of 

the Local Bond Law, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the bonds 

authorized by this bond ordinance, is 10 years. 

 (c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly 

prepared and filed in the office of the Clerk, and a complete executed duplicate thereof has been 

filed in the office of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services in the Department 

of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the gross debt of the 

Borough as defined in the Local Bond Law is increased by the authorization of the bonds and notes 

provided in this bond ordinance by $382,042, and the obligations authorized herein will be within 

all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

 (d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $115,000 for items of expense listed in and 

permitted under N.J.S.A. 40A:2-20 is included in the estimated cost indicated herein for the 

purpose or improvement. 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Ordinance 2026-08 
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 Section 7. The Borough hereby declares the intent of the Borough to issue bonds or 

bond anticipation notes in the amount authorized in Section 2 of this bond ordinance and to use 

the proceeds to pay or reimburse expenditures for the costs of the purposes described in Section 

3(a) of this bond ordinance.  This Section 7 is a declaration of intent within the meaning and for 

purposes of the Treasury Regulations. 

 Section 8. Any grant moneys received for the purpose described in Section 3(a) hereof 

shall be applied either to direct payment of the cost of the improvement or to payment of the 

obligations issued pursuant to this bond ordinance.  The amount of obligations authorized but not 

issued hereunder shall be reduced to the extent that such funds are so used. 

 Section 9. The chief financial officer of the Borough is hereby authorized to prepare 

and to update from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in 

connection with the sale of obligations of the Borough and to execute such disclosure document 

on behalf of the Borough.  The chief financial officer is further authorized to enter into the 

appropriate undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf of the Borough pursuant 

to Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the "Rule") for the benefit of holders 

and beneficial owners of obligations of the Borough and to amend such undertaking from time to 

time in connection with any change in law, or interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is 

and continues to be, in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the 

requirements of the Rule.  In the event that the Borough fails to comply with its undertaking, the 

Borough shall not be liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited to specific 

performance of the undertaking. 

 Section 10. The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual 

payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this bond ordinance.  
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Ordinance 2026-08 
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The obligations shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Borough, and the Borough shall be 

obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Borough for the 

payment of the obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 

 Section 11. This bond ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication 

thereof after final adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 

 

INTRODUCED:  

ADOPTED:   

 

             
MARGARET RIGGIO    SUSAN BLUTH 
BOROUGH CLERK     MAYOR 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Ordinance 2026-09 
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BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS TO THE 
WATER AND SEWER UTILITY IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN, IN 

THE COUNTY OF MERCER, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $2,034,500 
THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,034,500 BONDS OR NOTES 

OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE THE COST THEREOF. 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

HIGHTSTOWN, IN THE COUNTY OF MERCER, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of 

all members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

 Section 1. The several improvements described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance are 

hereby authorized to be undertaken by the Borough of Hightstown, in the County of Mercer, New 

Jersey (the "Borough").  For the several improvements or purposes described in Section 3, there 

are hereby appropriated the respective sums of money therein stated as the appropriation made for 

each improvement or purpose, such sums amounting in the aggregate to $2,034,500.  No down 

payment is required as the improvements or purposes authorized herein are deemed self-

liquidating and the bonds and bond anticipation notes authorized herein are deductible from the 

gross debt of the Borough, as more fully explained in Section 6(e) of this bond ordinance. In 

addition, for the purpose or improvement in Section 3(a), no down payment is required as the 

purpose or improvement is expected to be financed through New Jersey Infrastructure Bank (the 

“NJIB”). 

Section 2. In order to finance the cost of the several improvements or purposes, 

negotiable bonds are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount of $2,034,500 pursuant 

to the Local Bond Law.  In anticipation of the issuance of the bonds, negotiable bond anticipation 

notes are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to and within the limitations prescribed by the 

Local Bond Law. 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Ordinance 2026-09 
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 Section 3. The several improvements hereby authorized and the several purposes for 

which the bonds are to be issued, the estimated cost of each improvement and the appropriation 

therefor, the estimated maximum amount of bonds or notes to be issued for each improvement and 

the period of usefulness of each improvement are as follows: 

Purpose  
Appropriation & 
Estimated Cost  

Estimated 
Maximum 

Amount of Bonds 
& Notes  

Period of 
Usefulness 

a) Lead Service Line 
Replacement Program, 
including all work and 
materials necessary therefor 
and incidental thereto. 
 

 $2,000,000  $2,000,000  40 years 

b) Various wastewater 
improvements, including 
sanitary sewer line repairs and 
manhole work, including all 
work and materials necessary 
therefor and incidental 
thereto. 
 

 $34,500  $34,500   20 years 

Total:  $2,034,500  $2,034,500   

 Section 4. All bond anticipation notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as 

may be determined by the chief financial officer; provided that no bond anticipation note shall 

mature later than one year from its date, unless such bond anticipation notes are permitted to 

mature at such later date in accordance with applicable law.  The bond anticipation notes shall bear 

interest at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the chief financial officer.  

The chief financial officer shall determine all matters in connection with bond anticipation notes 

issued pursuant to this bond ordinance, and the chief financial officer's signature upon the bond 

anticipation notes shall be conclusive evidence as to all such determinations.  All bond anticipation 

notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to time subject to the provisions of the Local 

Bond Law or other applicable law.  The chief financial officer is hereby authorized to sell part or 
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Borough of Hightstown 
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all of the bond anticipation notes from time to time at public or private sale and to deliver them to 

the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus accrued interest from 

their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The chief financial officer is directed to report in writing 

to the governing body at the meeting next succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the 

bond anticipation notes pursuant to this bond ordinance is made.  Such report must include the 

amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule of the bond anticipation notes 

sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 

 Section 5. The Borough hereby certifies that it has adopted a capital budget or a 

temporary capital budget, as applicable.  The capital or temporary capital budget of the Borough 

is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this bond ordinance to the extent of any 

inconsistency herewith.  To the extent that the purposes authorized herein are inconsistent with the 

adopted capital or temporary capital budget, a revised capital or temporary capital budget has been 

filed with the Division of Local Government Services. 

 Section 6. The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited 

and stated: 

 (a) The improvements or purposes described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance are 

not current expenses.  They are all improvements or purposes that the Borough may lawfully 

undertake as self-liquidating purposes of a municipal public utility.  No part of the cost thereof has 

been or shall be specially assessed on property specially benefitted thereby. 

 (b) The average period of usefulness, computed on the basis of the respective amounts 

of obligations authorized for each purpose and the reasonable life thereof within the limitations of 

the Local Bond Law, is 39.66 years. 

 (c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly 

prepared and filed in the office of the Clerk, and a complete executed duplicate thereof has been 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Ordinance 2026-09 
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filed in the office of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services in the Department 

of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the gross debt of the 

Borough as defined in the Local Bond Law is increased by the authorization of the bonds and notes 

provided in this bond ordinance by $2,034,500, but that the net debt of the Borough determined as 

provided in the Local Bond Law is not increased by this bond ordinance.  The obligations 

authorized herein will be within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

 (d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $549,400 for items of expense listed in and 

permitted under N.J.S.A. 40A:2-20 is included in the estimated cost indicated herein for the 

purposes or improvements. 

 (e) This bond ordinance authorizes obligations of the Borough solely for purposes 

described in N.J.S.A. 40A:2-7(h).  The obligations authorized herein are to be issued for purposes 

that are deemed to be self-liquidating pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-47(a) and are deductible from 

the gross debt of the Borough pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-44(c). 

 Section 7. The Borough hereby declares the intent of the Borough to issue bonds or 

bond anticipation notes in the amount authorized in Section 2 of this bond ordinance and to use 

the proceeds to pay or reimburse expenditures for the costs of the purposes described in Section 3 

of this bond ordinance.  This Section 7 is a declaration of intent within the meaning and for 

purposes of the Treasury Regulations. 

 Section 8. Any grant moneys received for the purposes or improvements described in 

Section 3 hereof shall be applied either to direct payment of the cost of the improvements or to 

payment of the obligations issued pursuant to this bond ordinance.  The amount of obligations 

authorized but not issued hereunder shall be reduced to the extent that such funds are so used. 

 Section 9. The chief financial officer of the Borough is hereby authorized to prepare 

and to update from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in 
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Borough of Hightstown 
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connection with the sale of obligations of the Borough and to execute such disclosure document 

on behalf of the Borough.  The chief financial officer is further authorized to enter into the 

appropriate undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf of the Borough pursuant 

to Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the "Rule") for the benefit of holders 

and beneficial owners of obligations of the Borough and to amend such undertaking from time to 

time in connection with any change in law, or interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is 

and continues to be, in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the 

requirements of the Rule.  In the event that the Borough fails to comply with its undertaking, the 

Borough shall not be liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited to specific 

performance of the undertaking. 

 Section 10. The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual 

payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this bond ordinance.  

The obligations shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Borough, and the Borough shall be 

obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Borough for the 

payment of the obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 

Section 11. This bond ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication 

thereof after final adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 

 

INTRODUCED:  

ADOPTED:  

 

             
MARGARET RIGGIO    SUSAN BLUTH 
BOROUGH CLERK     MAYOR 
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN, COUNTY OF MERCER, 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING ARTICLE 2-48-2 OF THE BOROUGH CODE 

TO INCREASE MEMBERSHIP OF THE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION AND 
UPDATE RELATED PROVISIONS” 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown previously established the Cultural Arts 
Commission pursuant to § 2-48-2 of the Borough Code to promote and support cultural and artistic 
initiatives within the community; and 

WHEREAS, the current ordinance provides for a membership of nine members, along 
with alternate members, appointed by the Borough Council; and 

WHEREAS, the Cultural Arts Commission has recommended that its membership be 
expanded in order to enhance its ability to carry out its mission, broaden community 
representation, and support increased programming and engagement; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has reviewed this recommendation and concurs that 
increasing the membership of the Cultural Arts Commission from nine to ten members is in the 
best interest of the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, the existing ordinance includes references to the Parks and Recreation 
Commission, which has been dissolved and is no longer an active body within the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Borough Council to amend the ordinance to remove 
outdated references to the Parks and Recreation Commission and to reflect the current 
organizational structure of Borough boards and commissions; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council finds that these amendments will improve the clarity, 
accuracy, and effectiveness of the Borough Code governing the Cultural Arts Commission. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey, as follows: (additions are shown with 
underline and deletions are shown with strikeout): 
 

Section 1. Section § 2-48-2, entitled “Composition; Qualifications; Chair; Terms,” of the Code of 
the Borough of Hightstown is hereby amended as follows: 

 

Article 2-48 

Cultural Arts Commission 

§ 2-48-2. Composition; Qualifications; Chair; Terms. [Ord. No. 2014-10] 

A. Membership qualification. The Cultural Arts Commission shall be composed of nine ten 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Ordinance 2026-10 
 

Page 2 of 3  

members and up to four alternates, designated as "Alternate No. 1" and "Alternate No. 2," 
etc., who shall meet the following criteria: 

(1) Each member of the Commission shall be appointed by the Borough Council. 

(2) One member of the Commission shall be a member of the Parks and Recreation 
Commission; one member shall be a member of the Peddie School Staff; and one 
member shall be a member of the Hightstown-East Windsor Regional School Staff 
or Board of Education. These members shall serve one-year appointments. 

B. Chair and members; terms of office. 

(1) The Commission shall designate one of its members to serve as Chair and presiding 
officer of the Commission. 

(2) The Commission shall appoint a secretary and other officers as it deems necessary 
and appropriate. 

(3) The terms of office of the first Commissioners shall be as follows: 

(a) Three Two members as set forth in Subsection A(2) above for one-year terms. 

(b) Three members who are artists or affiliated with art organizations, but 
not necessarily residents of Hightstown, for two-year terms. 

(c) Three Five members who are residents of Hightstown and hold an appreciation 
for the arts for three-year terms. 

(4) Up to four alternate members for one year terms with half of this number composed 
of youth members as defined below. The remaining alternate members shall satisfy 
the criteria of either Subsection B(3)(b) or (c) above. 

(a) Youth members shall be aged 15 to 18 and shall be students at either 
Hightstown-East Windsor Regional High School or the Peddie School. 

(5) The Parks and Recreation Commission member appointed to serve on this 
Commission shall not be appointed beyond the expiration of his/her term of office 
as a member of the Parks and Recreation Commission. 

(6)(5) The successors of the first Commissioners shall be appointed by the Borough 
Council and shall serve for terms of three years except for those members appointed 
annually pursuant to Subsection A(2) above and except for the four alternates who 
shall be appointed for one-year terms. 

Section 2. Repealer 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of 
such inconsistency. 

Section 3. Severability 

Hightstown Borough Council 
April 20, 2026 Meeting 15



Borough of Hightstown 
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If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be 
unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this ordinance. 

Section 4. Effective Date 

This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication according to law. 

 

INTRODUCED:  
 
ADOPTED:   
 
 
 
 
              
MARGARET RIGGIO, RMC/CMC    SUSAN BLUTH 
BOROUGH CLERK      MAYOR 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Resolution 2026-101 
 

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 

WHEREAS, certain bills are due and payable as per itemized claims listed on the 
following schedules, which are made a part of the minutes of this meeting as a supplemental 
record; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown that the bills be paid on audit and approval of the Borough Administrator, the 
appropriate Department Head and the Treasurer in the amount of $2,905,759.08 from the following 
accounts: 
 
 
 

 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on April 20, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 

Current $2,422,730.32
W/S Operating 347,954.29
General Capital 53,123.68
Water/Sewer Capital 21,549.63
Grant 0.00
Trust 24,711.98
Unemployment Trust 0.00
Animal Control 679.81
Law Enforcement Trust 0.00
Tax Lien Trust 0.00
Housing Trust 0.00
 Public Defender Trust 0.00
Escrow 35,009.37

Total $2,905,759.08
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer  Resolution 2026-102 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A MEMORANDUM OF 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN AND THE COUNTY 
OF MERCER REGARDING THE EAST WARD BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECT 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown (“Borough”) is the owner of certain property 
located at Ward Street, including the right-of-way over Peddie Lake Bridge No. 863.4; and 

WHEREAS, the County of Mercer (“County”) is responsible for the oversight and 
replacement of the East Ward Bridge (NJDOT Structure No. 1100-034); and 

WHEREAS, the County is undertaking a project for the replacement of the East Ward 
Bridge, together with associated roadway, utility, lighting, and related improvements (the 
“Project”); and 

WHEREAS, representatives of the Borough and County met on February 9, 2026, to 
address concerns related to the Project; and 

WHEREAS, the parties have agreed upon certain terms and conditions to be incorporated 
into the Project’s final contract bid documents, including but not limited to traffic calming 
measures, utility and lighting responsibilities, and continued coordination between the parties; and 

WHEREAS, these terms are set forth in a Memorandum of Agreement (“MOA”) between 
the Borough and the County, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part hereof ; and 

WHEREAS, the MOA outlines the responsibilities of the County, including design, 
permitting, and installation of traffic calming measures, provision of replacement bollards for a 
period of five (5) years, and responsibility for water and electric work associated with bridge 
lighting; and 

WHEREAS, the MOA further provides for continued discussion of additional traffic 
calming measures, as well as procedures in the event of design changes to the Project; and 

WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Hightstown finds it to be in the best 
interest of the Borough to enter into said MOA. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. The Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute the Memorandum of Agreement 
with the County of Mercer in substantially the form attached hereto.  
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2. The Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to attest to the signature of the Mayor and to take 
any and all actions necessary to effectuate the purposes of this Resolution. 

3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on April 20, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN AND MERCER COUNTY 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown (“Hightstown”) is the owner of the land located 
at Ward St. including the right of way Over Peddie Lake Bridge No. 863.4 (the “Property”); and 

WHEREAS, Mercer County (the “County”) owns and is a responsible for the oversight of 
the replacement of the East Ward Bridge (NJDOT Structure No. 1100-034); and 

WHEREAS, Mercer County is undertaking the replacement of the East Ward Bridge 
(NJDOT Structure No. 1100-034), together with associated roadway, utility, lighting, and  pertinent 
improvements (the “Project”); and 

WHEREAS, TPD is the engineering firm responsible for plans, specifications, permitting, 
and related structural matters pertaining to the project; and 

WHEREAS, a meeting was held on 2/9/2026 between the County and Hightstown 
representatives to address Hightstown’s concerns regarding the replacement of the bridge; and 

WHEREAS, all parties agreed to the following elements to be incorporated into the final 
contract bid documents of the project: 

1. The County will be responsible for the design, permitting, and installation of traffic 
calming measures on the approach from York Road (right and left turn)from the turn off 
of Route 33 onto Maxwell Avenue, at the intersection of Maxwell Avenue and Ward Street 
as well as S Main and Ward Street.  This will include bollards and various other traffic 
calming measures. The County agrees to provide replacement bollards for a period of 
_five_ years. This will only will be addressing missing bollards.  

2. The County will be responsible for all water and electric work for lighting on the bridge 
associated with the project. 

3. The County will be open to continuing discussion on further traffic calming measures as 
the project progresses if deemed necessary. Discussions between Hightstown and the 
County included further traffic calming measures being defined as the installation of more 
bollards and a roundabout at Maxwell Avenue and Ward Street. The above work will be 
completed with traffic calming measures in place before the opening of the bridge.   Final 
calming measures that are deemed necessary will be completed after the bridge is open and 
traffic patterns are properly documented and observed by both parties.  

4. The Memorandum of Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with 
the laws of the State of New Jersey, and venue for any dispute shall lie exclusively in the 
Superior Court of New Jersey, Mercer County. 
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WHEREAS, should the bridge design change from the plans reviewed during the 2/9/2026 
meeting or the elements as stated above, Hightstown and the County shall review, and if necessary, 
revise, this Memorandum of Agreement (MOA); and 

WHEREAS, the Parties desire to enter into this MOA to set forth each Parties’ 
understanding and responsibilities with respect to the rehabilitation of the Property. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of each Parties’ acknowledgement and 
understanding hereinafter set forth, and for other good and valuable consideration, the Parties do 
hereby mutually agree that the points above shall be executed and incorporated into the Project 
plans and final contract documents. 

This Memorandum of Agreement is subject to approval by resolution of the governing bodies of 
the respective Parties. 

The Parties hereby execute this MOA on the dates indicated below. 

MERCER COUNTY 
ATTEST: 
 
 
              

Daniel Benson, Mercer County Executive  
Date:      
 
 
HIGHTSTOWN BOROUGH 
ATTEST: 
 
 
              
Margaret Riggio, RMC/CMC    Susan Bluth, Mayor 
Borough Clerk 
 
Date:      
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN, IN THE COUNTY OF 
MERCER, AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE BOROUGH PLANNING 

BOARD TO DETERMINE WHETHER CERTAIN PROPERTY CONSTITUTES AN 
AREA IN NEED OF REDEVELOPMENT 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 
40A:12A-1 et seq. (the “Redevelopment Law”), municipalities may undertake studies to 
determine whether certain properties should be designated as an “area in need of redevelopment”; 
and  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown (the “Borough”) desires to authorize and direct 
the Borough’s Planning Board (the “Planning Board”) to undertake a preliminary investigation 
(the “Study”) to determine whether the property identified as Block 60, Lots 15, 16 and 17, on the 
Borough’s tax maps (collectively, the “Study Area”) meets the criteria set forth in the 
Redevelopment Law for designation as an area in need of redevelopment; and 

 WHEREAS, if the Study Area is determined to meet the criteria for designation as an area 
in need of redevelopment and the Borough so designates the Study Area, then the Borough shall 
be authorized to use all the powers provided under the Redevelopment Law for use in a 
redevelopment area.  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council 
of Borough of Hightstown, in the County of Mercer and the State of New Jersey, as follows: 

Section 1. The aforementioned recitals are incorporated herein as though fully set forth 
at length.  

Section 2. The Planning Board is authorized and directed to undertake a preliminary 
investigation and conduct a public hearing to determine whether the Study Area meets criteria 
necessary for designation as an area in need of redevelopment under the Redevelopment Law and, 
if the Study Area so qualifies, to recommend whether it should be so designated. 

Section 3.  Brian Slaugh, PP, AICP, of Clarke Caton Hintz, the Borough’s professional 
planner, is authorized and directed to undertake the Study and present findings and 
recommendations to the Planning Board in accordance with the Redevelopment Law. 

Section 4. In the event the governing body shall designate the Study Area as a 
redevelopment area, the Borough shall be authorized to use all the powers provided under the 
Redevelopment Law for use in a redevelopment area. 
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Section 5. A copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to the Secretary of the Planning 
Board for action consistent herewith. 

 Section 6. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on April 20, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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RESOLUTION ADOPTING AN AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
AFFIRMATIVE MARKETING PLAN 

WHEREAS, in accordance with P.L. 2024, Chapter 2 and the New Jersey Uniform 
Housing Affordability Controls (“UHAC”)(N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.1 et seq.), the Borough of 
Hightstown is required to adopt an Affirmative Marketing Plan to ensure that all affordable 
housing units created are affirmatively marketed to very low-, low- and moderate-income 
households, particularly those living and/or working within Housing Region 4, the Housing 
Region encompassing the Borough of Hightstown. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey, on this 20th day of April, 2026, does hereby 
adopt the following Affirmative Marketing Plan: 

Affirmative Marketing Plan 

A. The Affirmative Marketing Plan is a regional marketing strategy designed to attract buyers 
and/or renters of all majority and minority groups, regardless of race, creed, color, national 
origin, ancestry, English-speaking ability, marital or familial status, gender, affectional or 
sexual orientation, disability, age or number of children, source of lawful income, or any 
other characteristic described in the New Jersey Law Against Discrimination, to housing 
units which are being marketed by a developer or sponsor of affordable housing. The 
Affirmative Marketing Plan is also intended to target those potentially eligible persons who 
are least likely to apply for affordable units in that region. It is a continuing program that 
directs all marketing activities toward the Housing Region in which the municipality is 
located and covers the entire period of the deed restriction for each restricted housing unit. 
The Borough of Hightstown is located in Housing Region 4, consisting of Mercer, 
Monmouth, and Ocean Counties. 

B. The Borough has a plan to address both its Prior Round Obligation (1987-2025) and its 
Fourth Round Obligation (2025-2035). This Affirmative Marketing Plan shall apply to all 
developments that contain or will contain very low-, low- and moderate-income units, 
including those that are part of the municipality’s Housing Element and Fair Share Plan, 
and those that may be constructed in future developments not yet anticipated by the 
Housing Element and Fair Share Plan. 

C. The Affirmative Marketing Plan shall be implemented by the Administrative Agent under 
contract to the Borough of Hightstown, or the Administrative Agent of any specific 
developer as approved by the municipality.  
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D. All of the costs of advertising and affirmatively marketing affordable housing units shall 
be borne by the developers/sellers/owners of affordable unit(s), with the exception of 
Affirmative Marketing for resales, and all such advertising and affirmative marketing shall 
be subject to approval and oversight by the designated Administrative Agent. 

E. The implementation of the Affirmative Marketing Plan for a development that includes 
affordable housing shall commence at least 120 days prior to expected occupancy. The 
implementation of the Affirmative Marketing Plan shall continue until all very low-, low- 
and moderate-income housing units are initially occupied and for as long as the affordable 
units remain deed restricted such that qualifying new tenants and/or purchasers continues 
to be necessary.  

F. The Affirmative Marketing Plan is a continuing program that shall be followed throughout 
the entire period of affordability restrictions. In implementing the Affirmative Marketing 
Plan, the Administrative Agent, whether acting on behalf of the Borough of Hightstown or 
on behalf of a specific developer, shall meet the following requirements at a minimum: 

1. The primary marketing and advertising must be employed at the start of the 
marketing program and continue until all units are leased or sold or until the number 
of applications received is at least three times the number of units. Additional 
advertising and publicity shall be on an "as needed" basis. The developer/owner 
shall disseminate all public service announcements and pay for display 
advertisements. The developer/owner shall provide proof of all publications to the 
Administrative Agent. All press releases and advertisements shall be approved in 
advance by the Administrative Agent.  

2. The advertisements shall, at a minimum, include: 

a. The name and location of the housing project; 

b. An address sufficient to find directions to the housing units; 

c. A range of prices or rents for the affordable housing units; 

d. The sizes, as measured in number of bedrooms of the affordable housing 
units; 

e. The types (that is, family, age-restricted, or supportive) and number of 
affordable units available;  

f. The number of units available to very low-, low-, and moderate-income 
households;  

g. The accessibility features, if any, of the affordable housing units;  
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h. The maximum income permitted to qualify for the affordable housing units;  

i. The population(s), if any, given preference in the selection process pursuant 
to N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.17(k)2; 

j. Where applications (paper and online) for the affordable housing units may 
be found;  

k. The expected lease-up/closing date(s) for the affordable housing units; 

l. The expected date of the random selection; 

m. The business hours when interested households may obtain paper 
applications for the affordable housing units;  

n. Contact information, including an email address and phone number that are 
regularly monitored by the administrative agent; 

o. The name of the sales agent and/or rental manager; and 

p. Application fees, if any. 

3. Affirmative fair marketing of affordable units must be completed in accordance 
with the requirements set forth in UHAC at N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.16 in all media and 
outlets required by the rules. 

4. The Administrative Agent of the affordable housing development shall complete 
the Affirmative Fair Housing Marketing Plan, attached hereto as Attachment A, 
for review and approval by the Municipal Housing Liaison or the Borough’s 
Administrative Agent, as the case may be, prior to commencement of advertising 
to the public.   

5. Affordable units must be listed on the New Jersey Housing Resource Center’s 
website (www.njhrc.gov) in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.16(f)1 at least 60 
days before the random selection. 

6. Applications, or notices thereof, used as part of the affirmative marketing program 
must be available in the following locations: 

a. Mercer County/McDade Administration Building, 640 S. Broad St., 
Trenton, NJ 08611 

b. Monmouth County Hall of Records, One East Main Street, P.O. Box 1255,  
Freehold, NJ 07728 
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c. Ocean County Administration Building, 101 Hooper Ave., Toms River, 
NJ 08754 

d. Mercer County Library, 2751 Brunswick Pike, Lawrence Township, NJ 
08648 

e. Monmouth County Library, 125 Symmes Drive, Manalapan, NJ 07726 

f. Ocean County Library, 101 Washington Street, Toms River, NJ 08753  

7. The municipality’s Administrative Agent, or the Administrative Agent of a specific 
developer, shall comply with all requirements set forth in N.J.S.A. 52:27D-321.3 
et seq. with regard to the affirmative marketing of affordable housing units.  

G. The municipality’s Administrative Agent shall develop, maintain and update a list of 
community contact person(s) and/or organizations(s) in Mercer, Monmouth, and Ocean 
Counties that will aid in the affirmative marketing program with particular emphasis on 
contacts that will reach out to groups that are least likely to apply for housing within the 
region. 

H. The municipality’s Administrative Agent shall develop, maintain and update a list of major 
employers in Mercer, Monmouth, and Ocean Counties that will aid in the affirmative 
marketing program.  

I. A random selection method to select occupants of very low-, low- and moderate-income 
housing will be used by the municipality’s Administrative Agent, or the Administrative 
Agent of any specific developer, in conformance with N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.16(d). This 
Affirmative Marketing Plan provides a regional preference for very low-, low- and 
moderate-income households that live and/or work in Housing Region 4, which comprises 
Mercer, Monmouth, and Ocean Counties. Subordinate to the regional preference, this 
Affirmative Marketing Plan provides a preference for households that live and/or work in 
New Jersey. Pursuant to the New Jersey Fair Housing Act (C.52:27D-311), a preference 
for very low-, low- and moderate-income veterans duly qualified under N.J.A.C. 54:4-8.10 
may also be exercised, provided an agreement to this effect has been executed between the 
developer or landlord and the municipality prior to the affirmative marketing of the units. 

J. All developers/owners of very low-, low- and moderate-income housing units shall be 
required to undertake and pay the costs of the marketing of the affordable units in their 
respective developments, subject to the direction and supervision of the municipality’s 
Administrative Agent. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the appropriate municipal officials and professionals 
are authorized to take all actions required to implement the terms of this Resolution. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect pursuant to law. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on April 20, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

Affirmative Fair Housing Marketing Plan
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AFFIRMATIVE FAIR HOUSING MARKETING PLAN 
For Affordable Housing in (REGION 4) 

 
I.  APPLICANT AND PROJECT INFORMATION 
(Complete Section I individually for all developments or programs within the municipality.) 
 
Administrative Agent Name, Address, Phone Number 
 
 
 
 

Development or Program Name, Address 
 
 
 
 

Number of: 
 
Affordable Units Total 
 

Affordable Rental Units        Affordable For-Sale Units      
  

Affordable Age Restricted Units 
 

  

Affordable Non-Age Restricted Units 
 

  

Affordable Supportive Housing Units 
 

  

Price or Rental Range 
 
From:   
      
To:             

Approximate Starting Dates 
  
Advertising:                                 Occupancy:       

Counties: 
Mercer, Monmouth, Ocean 

Preferences, if any: (veteran, regional, NJ) 
 

Accessibility Features, if any: 
 
 
 
Managing/Sales Agent’s Name, Address, Phone Number 
 
 
 
 
Application Fees (if any): 
 

Attach a copy of the pricing calculator and a spreadsheet with information about all units, 
including number of bedrooms, income level, accessibility features, and square footage to this 
plan.   
 
(Sections II through V should be consistent for all affordable housing developments and programs within the municipality 
and with the municipal Affordable Housing Ordinance.  Sections that differ must be described in the approved contract 
between the municipality and the administrative agent and in the approved Operating Manual.) 

 
II. RANDOM SELECTION 

 
Describe the random selection process that will be used once applications are received. 
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III. MARKETING 
 
Direction of Marketing Activity: (indicate which group(s) in the housing region are least likely to apply for the housing without 
special outreach efforts because of its location and other factors) 

□ White (non-Hispanic        X Black (non-Hispanic)        X Hispanic          □ American Indian or Alaskan Native 

                               □ Asian or Pacific Islander                                       □ Other group:  
 
REQUIRED 
5:80-26.16(g)1 requires you to advertise your project on the New Jersey Housing Resource Center for at least sixty 
days before conducting the random selection.  

□   HOUSING RESOURCE CENTER (www.njhousing.gov)  A free, online listing of affordable housing    
 
 

Regional Newspapers 
5:80-26.16(g)3 requires you to advertise your project in at least one regional newspaper (either online or in print). You 
may also select several papers with partial regional coverage, as long as all counties in the region are covered. 
TARGETS ENTIRE HOUSING REGION 4 D-Digital or 

ND-Non-Digital 

□ The Times www.NJ.com/times Mercer  

□ 
Asbury Park 
Press www.app.org Monmouth, Ocean  

 
TARGETS PARTIAL HOUSING REGION 4 

□ The Coaster www.thecoaster.net Monmouth  

□ 
The Coast 
Star https://starnewsgroup.com/ Monmouth, Ocean  

□ 
The Ocean 
Star https://starnewsgroup.com/ Ocean  

□ Trentonian www.trentonian.com Mercer  

□ 
The Sand 
Paper www.thesandpaper.net Ocean  

□ The Two 
River Times www.tworivertimes.com Monmouth  

□ 
The Voice of 
Lakewood www.thevoiceoflakewood.com Monmouth  

 

Housing Search Websites – D – Digital 
5:80-26.16(g)4 requires you to advertise your project on at least one housing search website in addition to the NJHRC. 
“Housing search website” means any publicly accessible internet-based platform used to advertise residential 
dwelling units to the general public, including but not limited to: 

• Online real estate sections of newspapers or news organizations; 
• Internet websites operated or maintained by a municipal AA or affordable housing service provider that 

advertise affordable units in one or more municipalities;  
• Commercial real estate listing platforms; and 
• Other comparable online platforms customarily used to market rental or ownership housing. 

List below all housing search websites to be used: 
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ELECTIVES 
If you selected a print newspaper(s) as your regional paper above, select TWO additional strategies below with AT 
LEAST ONE NON-DIGITAL MARKETING STRATEGY. 
  
If you selected a digital newspaper(s) as your regional paper above, select AT LEAST TWO NON-DIGITAL 
MARKETING STRATEGIES below. 

□ Specific Radio and Television Stations – ND – Non-Digital 
5:80-26.16(e)1 lists specific radio stations, and television stations throughout the housing region as marketing 
opportunities. If choosing this option, make sure your proposed stations cover the entire region. You may add more if 
desired. List the selected publications below or attach a list from the Marketing Outreach Tool. 

□  

□  

□  

□  

AND Paid Targeted Digital Advertising (must be selected in addition to stations above) – D – Digital 
5:80-26.16(e)1 offers paid targeted digital advertising as an option. Some common platforms are listed below. 

□ Google Ads 

□ Microsoft Ads 

□ Bing Ads 

□ Other (please list) 

□ Specific Newspapers and Other Publications 
5:80-26.16(e)2 lists “specific newspapers and other publications circulated within the housing region” as an option, 
including neighborhood-oriented weekly papers, religious publications, and organizational newsletters. If choosing this 
option, make sure your proposed publications cover the entire region. You may add more if desired. List the selected 
publications below or attach a list from the Marketing Outreach Tool. 

  D-Digital or ND-
Non-Digital 

□   

□   

□   

□   

□ Employers Throughout the Housing Region – ND – Non-Digital 
 

5:80-26-16(e)3 offers outreach to regional employers as an option. A comprehensive and regularly updated list of 
employers is available in the Marketing Outreach Tool. Please reach out to each listed employer in the region; you 
may add more if desired. If an employer no longer exists or has moved, please inform DCA.  

□ Community Organizations Throughout the Housing Region – ND – Non-Digital 
5:80-26-16(e)4 offers community and regional organizations as an option, including nonprofit, religious, 
governmental, fraternal, civic, and other organizations. A comprehensive and regularly updated list of organizations is 
available in the Marketing Outreach Tool. Please reach out to each listed organization in the region. You may add 
more if desired. If an organization no longer exists or has moved, please inform DCA.  
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□ Municipal and County Websites – D – Digital 
5:80-26-16(e)5 offers municipal and county website advertising as an option. Insert the URL for the municipality. To 
ensure regional outreach, advertise in all county websites listed below. 
Municipality: 

www.mercercounty.org/ 

www.co.monmouth.nj.us 

www.co.ocean.nj.us 

 

□ Social Media – D – Digital 
5:80-26.16(e)6 offers social media as an option. Some common platforms are listed below. You may place ads on 
these platforms or market for free on your own page. 

□ Facebook 

□ TikTok 

□ Instagram 

□ Reddit 

□ YouTube 

□ Snapchat 

□ Other (please list)  

□ Public Transit Stops – ND – Non-Digital 

A comprehensive and regularly updated list of NJ Transit stops is available at 
https://www.nj.gov/dca/hmfa/about/has/, or in map form at njogis-newjersey.opendata.arcgis.com. Note that you 
must get permission from NJ Transit to post flyers. 

□ Other Advertising Efforts to Groups Least Likely to be Reached 
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IV. SUMMARY 
 
Non-Digital Outreach Digital Outreach 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
V. APPLICATIONS 
 
Applications for affordable housing or notices thereof, if offered online, for the above units will be available in all 
County Administration Buildings and Libraries for all counties in the housing region:  

 BUILDING LOCATION 

□ Mercer County Administration 40 South Broad Street P.O. Box 8068 Trenton, NJ 
08650 (609) 989-6858 

□ 
Mercer County Library Headquarters 2751 Brunswick Pike, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648  

(609)882-9246 

□ Monmouth County Administration 1 East Main Street, P.O. Box 1255, Freehold, NJ 
07728 (732)431-7000 

□ 
Monmouth County Headquarters Library 125 Symmes Drive, Manalapan, NJ 07726 (732)431-

7220 

□ Ocean County Administration 101 Hooper Avenue, Toms River, NJ 08753 
(732)244-2121 

□ 
Ocean County Library 101 Washington Street, Toms River, NJ 08753 

(732)349-6200 
Municipality in which the units are located (list municipal building and municipal library, address, contact person) 

 

 
Sales/Rental Office for units (if applicable) 
 
 
 
V. CERTIFICATIONS AND ENDORSEMENTS 
 
I hereby certify that the above information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.  I understand that 
knowingly falsifying the information contained herein may affect the Municipality’s compliance and/or any state 
funding. 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name (Type or Print) 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Title/Municipality 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature                                                                                                               Date 
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE REFUND OF ESCROW FUNDS 
FOR 7 NORTON AVENUE 

WHEREAS, Mandansinh Vaghela, owner of the property located at 7 Norton Avenue, 
submitted an escrow deposit in connection with a zoning application for a paver patio project; and 

WHEREAS, said project has been completed; and 

WHEREAS, the Zoning Official has reviewed the file and confirmed that there are no 
outstanding invoices due to Borough professionals associated with this application; and 

WHEREAS, a remaining escrow balance in the amount of $105.00 exists. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey, that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby 
authorized to refund the remaining escrow balance of $105.00 to Mandansinh Vaghela, owner of 
7 Norton Avenue; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this refund represents the full and final disposition 
of escrow funds related to this zoning application; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be provided to the 
property owner and the Zoning Official. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on April 20, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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From: Hightstown Planning Board
To: Peggy Riggio
Cc: Mickie O"Connor; Donna Condo
Subject: Escrow fund release - 7NORTON
Date: Monday, April 13, 2026 12:01:42 PM
Attachments: 7NORTON Project Detail.pdf

Hi Peggy,
 
Can we please add Resolution to the next Council Agenda to refund the remaining escrow
balance ($105) to the homeowner at 7 Norton Ave?  His project has been completed and
approved and has no outstanding invoices.  I attached the project detail from Edmunds which
matches the current Provident Bank balance.  Let me know if you need any additional
information.
 
Thank you,
Jane Davis
Zoning Official | Planning Board Secretary
Construction Administrative Assistant | Municipal Housing Liaison
 

 
WARNING: Email received or sent by Borough Officials and/or Employees is subject to the Open Public
Records Act [OPRA]. This e-mail, including all attachments, may constitute "public records" which may be
obtained by any person filing a request under the Open Public Records Act (OPRA). There should be no
expectation that the content of e-mails exchanged with Borough Officials and/or Employees will remain
private.
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   Project Id: 7NORTON   
  Description: Paver Patio Zoning Application  Status: Active
Starting Date: 0                          Ending Date: 04/13/26          Po Transactions: Summarized
* Transaction is included in Previous and/or Opening Balance         ** Transaction is not included in Balance
En = PO Line Item First Encumbrance Date


Date     Description                                                        Trans Amount            Balance


01/15/25 Add Acct                                                                   0.00               0.00                         
 
01/15/25 Deposit            Meth:                                               1,000.00           1,000.00                         
         Intial Escrow deposit                                                                                                      
         Post Ref: E    1046    1 
 
02/28/25 Municipal Interest                                                         0.59           1,000.00                         
         A.D.B. < 5000                                                                                                              
         Post Ref: E    1052   49 
 
03/31/25 Municipal Interest                                                         0.42           1,000.00                         
         A.D.B. < 5000                                                                                                              
         Post Ref: E    1055   48 
 
04/08/25 PO 25-00362   1 Paid Ck  3352     Rev submissions; Approv permit         895.00-            105.00                         
         Vn R0077    ROBERTS ENGINEERING GRP LLC    En 03/20/25                                                                     
 
04/30/25 Municipal Interest                                                         0.13             105.00                         
         A.D.B. < 5000                                                                                                              
         Post Ref: E    1057   48 
 
05/31/25 Municipal Interest                                                         0.04             105.00                         
         A.D.B. < 5000                                                                                                              
         Post Ref: E    1058   48 
 
06/30/25 Municipal Interest                                                         0.04             105.00                         
         A.D.B. < 5000                                                                                                              
         Post Ref: E    1062   48 
 
07/31/25 Municipal Interest                                                         0.04             105.00                         
         A.D.B. < 5000                                                                                                              
         Post Ref: E    1066   49 
 
09/02/25 Municipal Interest                                                         0.04             105.00                         
         A.D.B. < 5000                                                                                                              
         Post Ref: E    1068   51 
 
09/30/25 Municipal Interest                                                         0.04             105.00                         
         A.D.B. < 5000                                                                                                              
         Post Ref: E    1073   48 
 
10/31/25 Municipal Interest                                                         0.04             105.00                         
         A.D.B. < 5000                                                                                                              
         Post Ref: E    1076   48 
 
11/30/25 Municipal Interest                                                         0.04             105.00                         
         A.D.B. < 5000                                                                                                              
         Post Ref: E    1077   49 
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Date     Description                                                        Trans Amount            Balance


12/31/25 Municipal Interest                                                         0.04             105.00                         
         A.D.B. < 5000                                                                                                              
         Post Ref: E    1080   54 
 
01/31/26 Municipal Interest                                                         0.04             105.00                         
         A.D.B. < 5000                                                                                                              
         Post Ref: E    1083   53 
 
02/28/26 Municipal Interest                                                         0.04             105.00                         
         A.D.B. < 5000                                                                                                              
         Post Ref: E    1085   54 
 
03/31/26 Municipal Interest                                                         0.04             105.00                         
         A.D.B. < 5000                                                                                                              
         Post Ref: E    1087   52 
 
         Mun. Interest Total:           1.58 







Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer Resolution 2026-106 

AUTHORIZING A MEETING WHICH EXCLUDES THE PUBLIC 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that this 
body will hold a meeting on April 20, 2026,  at the Hightstown Firehouse Hall, 140 North Main 
Street, that will be limited only to consideration of an item or items with respect to which the 
public may be excluded pursuant to section 7b of the Open Public Meetings Act. 

The general nature of the subject or subjects to be discussed:  

    Acquisition of real property 
   Contract Negotiations   
 Stated as precisely as presently possible the following is the time when and the 
circumstances under which the discussion conducted at said meeting can be disclosed to the public 
July 20, 2026, or when the need for confidentiality no longer exists.  

The public is excluded from said meeting, and further notice is dispensed with, all in accordance 
with sections 8 and 4a of the Open Public Meetings Act. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on April 20, 2026. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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