
AGENDA FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE HIGHTSTOWN ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

Tuesday April 27, 2021 at 7 PM 

Virtual Meeting via Zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting  
https://peddie.zoom.us/j/91984999098?pwd=WWo3ZlV1Tno2N3ZEQnRBekdBMTJodz09 
Meeting ID: 919 8499 9098 
Passcode: EARTH 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,91984999098# US 

1. Approval of Agenda 
 

2. Open Public Meeting Act Statement: In Compliance with Chapter 213 of the Public Laws of 1975, 
notice of this meeting was given by way of the Annual Notice published in the Trenton Times 
and Princeton Packet by the Borough Clerk and posted on the Borough Website. 

 
3. Attendance 

 
4. Approval of Meeting Minutes from regular meeting on March 23, 2021 

 
5. Shade Tree Matters: 

a. Shade Tree Official’s Report - attached 
 

6. Parks and Recreation: 
 

7. Planning Board Update: 
 

8. Grants and Funding Update:  
a. NJDEP Forestry Grant Project discussed in Shade Tree Official’s Report. 
b. The 2021 Sustainable Jersey Grants Cycle funded by the PSEG Foundation 

 
9. New Business: 

a. Resolution 2021-065 Proclaiming Hightstown Volunteer Week from April 18-24, 2021 
and recognizing, honoring and thanking Hightstown’s Volunteers! (attached) 

b. 2021 Budget was submitted for $13,970.00, no word from the Borough on approval 
c. Arbor Day Celebration and Stream Cleanup 

i. Event went very well.  43 volunteers for the stream cleanup and 337 lbs of trash 
cleaned up. 

ii. Approximately 25 people brought paper for shredding/secure recycling.  
Estimated at close to 1,000 lbs of paper recycled. 

iii. A Sunset Maple was planted in the Arboretum in Association Park to celebrate 
Arbor Day. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://peddie.zoom.us/j/91984999098?pwd%3DWWo3ZlV1Tno2N3ZEQnRBekdBMTJodz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1619889963950000&usg=AOvVaw325xDaAxgKB4MTssZRtWxx
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d. Yearly Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (attached) – Todd to return to the Borough  
e. Complete Streets Committee – Mobility Plan Implementation (attached) 
f. Sustainable Jersey recertification   

i. Potential to extend until December 2022. 
ii. Application is due on June 6, 2021 if applying this year. 

iii. Meeting with Clare Lumkong on March 24.  Discussed opportunities to partner 
with Rise on Sustainable Jersey application such as reusing goods, addressing 
food shortage and youth education on sustainability 

 
10. Plan Review: 

a. 324 Park Ave Pool - Plans attached for review and discussion 
b. 102 Gilman Place Patio installation - Plans attached for review and discussion 
c. 216 Maxwell Ave Pool – Plans attached for review and discussion 
d. Water Treatment Plant Flood Mitigation, Flood Hazard Area Individual Permit Hardship 

Exception – Letter from Roberts Engineering dated March 19, 2021 
 

11. Liaison updates: 
a. The Watershed Institute – 
b. Meadow Lakes –  
c. Peddie School -  
d. Hightstown High School –  

 
12. Correspondence, Conferences and Workshops: 

  
 

13. Calendar:  
 

 
14. Adjournment 

 

Next Regular Meeting Date is May 25, 2021. 



MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE HIGHTSTOWN ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

 
Meeting Date and Time: March 23, 2021 at 7pm 
 
Meeting Location:  Held virtually through Zoom 
 
Attendees:   Todd Frantz (Chair) 
    Tom Muza (Vice Chair) 
    David Zaiser (Shade Tree Official) 

Julie Bond (Secretary) 
    Cristina Fowler (Council Liaison) 
    Sheila Hittesdorf 
    Sophie Glovier (Watershed Institute Liaison) 
    Shani Peretz (Peddie School Liaison) 
    John Laudenburger (Planning Board Liaison) 
 
Absent:   Gary Grubb 
    
 
Open Public Meeting Act Statement: In Compliance with Chapter 213 of the Public Laws of 
1975, notice of this meeting was given by way of the Annual Notice published in the Trenton 
Times and Princeton Packet by the Borough Clerk and posted on the Borough Website. 
 
Approval of Agenda: David Zaiser motioned to approve the agenda which was seconded by 
Tom Muza. 
 
Shade Tree Matters:  
Shade Tree Official’s Report added as an attachment to the regular meeting minutes. 

1. EC will pay for tree plantings and will be reimbursed for 90% through the NJDEP forestry 
grant. 

2. Todd will add this to the EC budget. 
 
Parks and Recreation: No updates. 
 
Planning Board Update: No updates. 
 



Grants and Funding Update: Shade Tree Official’s report NJDEP forestry grant project (see 
attachment). The 2021 Sustainable Jersey Grants Cycle funded by the PSEG Foundation is 
tabled for now. 
 
New Business: 

 
1. 2021 EC Budget 

a. Due to the Borough by April 5th. 
b. Budget requests for 2021 

i. ANJEC dues 
ii. Tree plantings 

iii. Marketing materials 
iv. Todd will check with Gary Grubb for Parks + Recreation expenditures 

 
2. Arbor Day Celebration, stream cleanup and tree planting ceremony -- April 17 9-11am. 

a. Will send an announcement to Peggy Riggio to post event on the Borough 
calendar. 

b. Jim Sidelinger from OEM approved the general plan in an email correspondence 
to David. 

c. COVID-19 Event Guidance published by Borough on March 1, 2021. 
i. Todd will complete Special Event COVE-19 Prevention Plan Certification. 

ii. Volunteers will register for either 9am or 10am to maintain state 
mandate. 

d. Shred-It will be stationed at the Memorial Park parking lot from 9-12pm. 
e. Donna Syx confirmed Public Works will handle the trash collection. 
f. Steve Tuorto will serve as the Watershed Institute representative. 

3. HBEC Facebook page 
a. Received images and pictures from Keith LePrevost. 
b. Sheila will post Arbor Day information on the new page. 

4. Sustainable Jersey recertification 
a. Todd will meet with Clare Lumkong of Sustainable Jersey on March 24 to discuss 

the application. 
 
 
Plan Review: 

1. 117 Taylor Ave Patio installation – recommended rain garden with native 
plantings. 

2. 111 Park Ave Patio installation – recommended rain garden with native plantings. 



3. 249 Monmouth Street Pool and Patio – Plans attached for review and discussion 
a. David Zaiser emailed recommendations for rain gardens or narrow swales 

to capture potential runoff.  
 

Liaison updates: 
1. The Watershed Institute – Discussion of Arbor Day event. 
2. Meadow Lakes – No updates 
3. Peddie School - Shani will market Arbor Day event to faculty and students. 
4. Hightstown High School – Julie reached out HHS principal Dennis Vinson. 

 
 
Correspondence, Conferences and Workshops:  

1. ANJEC dues have been paid and an updated contact list for EC members has been sent. 
2. Borough Mail 

a.  Letter dated February 1, 2021 from Roberts Engineering providing a copy of 
NJDEP Treatment Works Approval Application for Improvements to Springcrest  
Drive, Taylor Ave, Spruce Court, Glen Drive, and Schuyler Ave. 

 
Calendar:  

1. Stream Cleanup/Arbor Day celebration – April 17, 9-11 AM 
 

Next Meeting Date: Tuesday April 27, 2021 at 7pm. 
 
Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned. 
 



Borough of Hightstown 
Environmental Commission 
 

 

To: Environmental Commission 

From: David Zaiser, Shade Tree Official 

Date: 27 April 2021 Meeting 

Re:  Shade Tree Official’s (STO) Report – New items in boldface 

1.0 Tree Work 
 1.1 Resident request to remove a 20-inch Sawtooth Oak at 309 Park Avenue 

because it is “messy.” Tree is in good condition. Discuss approach with 
EC. 

2.0 NJ DEP (Forestry) Grant Project 
 2.1 Scope of Work: Plant 43 street trees along North and South Main Streets. 

Targeting Mid-May 2021 for planting.  
 2.2 North and South Main Streets re-surveyed for existing tree conditions in July 

2020. 
 2.3 Grant Executed by Borough/ State on 11/2/2020. 
 2.4 Letter of Support received from Mercer County DOT dated 10/15/2020. 
 2.5 Approval of Tree Species Schedule by Mercer County DOT on 12/3/2020. 
 2.5 Planting Plan submitted to NJ DEP for review on 12/4/2020. State responded on 

12/14 that their review is ongoing. 
 2.6 State has returned comments and STO has responded with additional questions 

(1/26/21). 
 2.7 State has addressed STO questions (2/10/2021). Final submission w/ minor edits 

due to State. Final Submission approved by the State. (2/27/21) 
 2.8 Bid Documents reviewed by Borough Clerk (3/15/21).  Project is out to Bid. 

Targeting planting between April 15th and May 31st. 
 2.9 Two proposals received. Low price proposal from Brightview.  Proposal 

reviewed with Brightview to confirm scope. Plant letters hand delivered to 
residents at potential tree locations. P.O. being processed by Borough. 

3.0 Lincoln/ Hagemount/ Rocky Brook Streetscape Project 
 3.1 STO worked with Roberts Engineering to adjust documented tree locations on 

site on 11/13/2020. 
 3.2 Yan Troizier reviewed installation and emailed concerns to STO on 11/23/2020. 

 3.3 STO issued memo to Roberts Engineering formalizing installation concerns on 
11/25/2020 (attached). There has been no response. 

 3.4 Still no response (1/26/21) (2/23/21) (3/23/21) (4/27/21) 
4.0 Springcrest Street Sidewalks 

4.1 Roberts Engineering asked for tree species and location recommendations. Still 
to be recommended. 
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5.0 Arbor Day Celebration 
 5.1 Council resolution passed (3/15/21). 
 5.2 Tree donated by Growing Concern. 
 5.3 Association Park planting, celebration set for noon on 17 April. 
 5.4 Arbor Day event held in Association Park. A Sunset Maple tree was 

planted. Article in Wind-Hights Herald (attached). 
 
End of Report 
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Date: April 4, 2021 

From: Complete Streets Committee 

To: Hightstown Boards and Commissions 

Subject: Mobility Plan Implementation 

 

The Hightstown Mobility Plan was created under a technical assistance grant from the New Jersey Department 
of Transportation.  It was adopted as an amendment to the Borough Master Plan in January 2021.  You can 
find the Mobility Plan on the Planning Board page of the Borough website or by clicking this link: 

https://www.hightstownborough.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/2.-Hightstown-Mobility-Master-
Plan_LowRes.pdf 

The Complete Streets Committee requests your input on implementation strategies for the Plan.  Our goal is 
to identify projects that can be developed and ready to implement as funding becomes available.  On the 
following pages you will find a matrix that we’ve created based on the recommendations in the Plan that will 
help us capture your comments.  We would like to attend one of your meetings to discuss.  Below is a list of 
Boards and Commissions and the Complete Streets Committee member to contact.  Thank you for your help 
on this important initiative.   

Board of Health Joe Cicalese 
jcicalese@hightstownborough.com 

Cultural Arts Commission Brian Clissold 
brian.clissold@gmail.com 

Environmental Commission Dave Zaiser 
dzaiser@comcast.net 

Historic Preservation Commission Bev Asselstine 
baamjc@aol.com 

Parks and Recreation Commission Joe Cicalese 
jcicalese@hightstownborough.com 

Planning and Zoning Board Bev Asselstine 
baamjc@aol.com 

   
  

Hightstown Borough 
Complete Streets Committee  

 

https://www.hightstownborough.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/2.-Hightstown-Mobility-Master-Plan_LowRes.pdf
https://www.hightstownborough.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/2.-Hightstown-Mobility-Master-Plan_LowRes.pdf


Mobility Plan Implementation Strategies 

7 key next steps (page 130) 

The recommendations in this plan include engineering, education, evaluation, encouragement and 
enforcement strategies to improve the walking and bicycling conditions in the Borough. The Borough should 
first focus on the priority corridors and intersections in conjunction with NJDOT and Mercer County, then work 
towards the rest of the recommended network and any other locations throughout the Borough.  

PLEASE PROVIDE COMMENTS IN THE NOTES COLUMN: 

RECOMMENDATION NOTES 
1. Adopt the plan as an element of 

the Master Plan 
Completed 1/2020 

2. Develop initial concepts of the 
recommendations in the plan 
based on more detailed data 
collection, analysis, survey, 
community preference and 
coordination with Mercer County 
and NJDOT where needed. 
Consider conducting “pilot” 
projects / temporary installations 
to test recommendations and 
gather community feedback  

See 8 target high priority street segments and 
intersections. 
Pilot - Maxwell and Ward:  Pilot using paint for 
mini-rotary in 2021, apply for municipal aid for 
this area in the next cycle to include curbing, 
crosswalks and sidewalks extending down 
Maxwell to Franklin Street 

3. Obtain funding for the 
recommendations  

 

4. Adopt the latest Complete & 
Green Street Model policy  

Council Discussion March 1.  They agreed that 
the Complete Streets Committee can move 
forward with developing implementation 
recommendations with an eye to simplifying 
the approach in a way that makes sense for 
Hightstown. 
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/co
mpletestreets/pdf/CS_Model_Policy_2019.pdf 
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/co
mpletestreets/resources.shtm 
 
Components recommended by NJDOT: 
Updates our existing policy, including: 

• Identifying a public participation body 
(could be Complete Streets Committee) 

• Identifies an exception process for 
projects that don’t want to/can’t comply 

• Calls for an audit of all existing official 
guidance documents 

• Provides benchmarks for annual 
progress evaluation 

• Adds 4 new checklists: 
 Concept Development 
 Preliminary Engineering 
 Construction 
 Maintenance 

https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/completestreets/pdf/CS_Model_Policy_2019.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/completestreets/pdf/CS_Model_Policy_2019.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/completestreets/resources.shtm
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/completestreets/resources.shtm


Could be followed later by an ordinance, which 
has more legal basis to comply in future. 
Legal review of new policy should be part of 
planning process. 

5. Develop and adopt a community-
focused traffic calming policy  

Explore what it would take to develop a 
rotational paint schedule for all crosswalks and 
pavement markings on Borough roads. 

6. Advance recommendations on 
state roadways in this plan as 
problem statements prepared in 
coordination with NJDOT and 
DVRPC  

Scope of problem statement TBD: 
Complete for full length of Route 33 when 
Redevelopment Area Circulation Study is 
complete? 
Complete for a portion of Route 33 to start  – 
Maxwell intersection, Ward/Academy 
intersection? 

7. Provide a status update to NJDOT 
within a year of adoption of the 
plan 

Due December 2021 

 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Network Recommendations (page 68) 

The Plan provides an overall network of bicycle and pedestrian routes on Map #16 on page 69.  It also provides 
general design guidance based on the NJDOT Complete Streets Design Guide. 

PLEASE PROVIDE COMMENTS ON POTENTIAL PROJECTS, APPROACH AND PRIORITIES IN THE NOTES 
COLUMN: 

RECOMMENDATION NOTES 
Develop network links • Union Transportation Trail – dependency: obtain right-of-way from Summit to 

Airport Road 
• Connect to Route 130 along Rocky Brook 
 @ Hutchinson – explore right-of-way 
 Thru the Municipal sewage treatment plant at Oak Lane 

• Connect through Rocky Brook Park 
 Greeley Street – potential DEP issues with creek crossing, explore right-of-

way 
 Wilson - explore right-of-way 
 Glen Brook Place – potential DEP issues with creek crossing, explore right-

of-way 
 Reed Street - verify right-of-way, likely an easy place to create a path 

• Greenway extension 
 Around Peddie Lake – revisit with Peddie School, potential DEP issues with 

bridge at Rocky Brook entry near Ward Street 
 Improve Stockton to Rogers link for greenway 

Complete sidewalk network at 
key locations  
 

Future Municipal Aid Grants 
 Springcrest – grant awarded, project in design 
 Maxwell – tie into redesign of Franklin intersection, implementation of 

rotary at Ward and County bridge replacement project on Ward 
 Orchard, Schuyler, South Main – water line on Schuyler approved and in 

design now, future project will address repaving and sidewalks (including 
gaps on South Main to Borough line) 

 Sidewalk gaps on Manlove, Monmouth, Maxwell, North Main, Mechanic, 
Mercer 



Implement bikeway designs 
throughout network 
 

Bike route signs, pavement markings – create an overall plan to be ready for grant 
opportunities 

 

Engineering Recommendations, Priority Locations (page 70) 

The Plan provided conceptual design recommendations for 4 priority street segments and 4 priority 
intersections. 

PLEASE PROVIDE COMMENTS ON THE PROJECTS AND PRIORITIES IN THE NOTES COLUMN: 

RECOMMENDATION NOTES 
STREET SEGMENTS:  
NJ Route 33 / Mercer Street / Franklin Street Dependency – State DOT, create formal “Problem Statement” 
Summit Street Issue – septic system creates infrastructure challenge 

(expensive) 
East and West Ward Street Dependency – Mercer County uses West Ward and planning 

bridge replacement 
Bank Street In redevelopment area 
INTERSECTIONS:  
NJ Route 33 / Mercer Street / West Ward Street and 
South Academy Street 

Dependency – State DOT, create formal “Problem Statement” 

NJ Route 33 / Franklin Street / Maxwell Avenue Dependency – State DOT, create formal “Problem Statement” 
Maxwell Avenue and East Ward Street Dependency – Mercer County planning bridge replacement 

Good pilot location. 
Stockton Street / Oak Lane / Dutch Neck Road / 
Harron Avenue 

Dependency – Mercer County 

 

Programmatic Recommendations (page 95) 

The Plan provides a range of ideas for a holistic approach to implementation across four key areas:  Education, 
Encouragement, Enforcement and Evaluation/Planning. 

PLEASE PROVIDE COMMENTS ON PROJECTS AND PRIORITIES IN THE NOTES COLUMN: 

RECOMMENDATION NOTES 
Education 
Street Smart NJ Street Smart campaigns https://gmtma.org/street-smart/  

Further information on Street Smart can be found at 
https://bestreetsmartnj.org/ 
May 2021, Bike event May 15, obtain signs/banners for display around 
town, handout materials at local businesses 

Community-Oriented Traffic Calming  
Traffic Safety Curriculum  
League of American Bicyclist’s League 
Cycling Instruction (LCI) Program 

 

Signs  
Encouragement 
Bicycle Mentor Program  
Social Bicycle Rides  
Safe Routes to Schools Award designation application in process for 2019-2020 cycle 

https://gmtma.org/street-smart/
https://bestreetsmartnj.org/


Bike Rodeo  
Open Streets Event Hightstown Fair 
Annual Park(ING) Day  
Bike Sharing Program  
Bicycle to School and Walk to School 
Policies 

 

Enforcement 
Pedestrian Safety Enforcement Program  
New Jersey Crossing Guard Training 
Program 

 

Feedback Signs GMTMA Speed Studies https://gmtma.org/speed-studies/ , speed 
monitor/sign reserved for May 

Police Bike Patrol  
Evaluation / Planning 
Complete & Green Streets Model Policy  
Snow Removal and Maintenance Policy  
Interactive Maintenance Reporting  
Tactical Urbanism  
Traffic Calming Policy  

 

 

 

https://gmtma.org/speed-studies/

















