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THIS PROJECT IS FUNDED THROUGH  THE
NJDOT MUNICIPAL AID FY2018 GRANT

May 21, 2019

· REQUESTED AMOUNT: $749,032.00
· GRANT AMOUNT: $746,500.00

· SCOPE OF WORK:
- CURB
- SIDEWALK
- ADA CURB RAMPS
- NEW SIGNAGE
- MILL AND PAVEMENT OVERLAY WITH

PAVEMENT REPAIRS
- WATER AND SEWER IMPROVEMENTS
- STORMWATER IMPROVEMENTS
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Borough of Hightstown 
Environmental Commission

Memo 

To: Lincoln Reconstruction Project Committee 

From: David Zaiser
Shade Tree Official 

Date: 24 June 2018 

Re:  Design Recommendations 

Cc: Borough Engineer, Carmela Roberts 

In support of ongoing development of a project to add sidewalks, repair curbs and in general, 
improve the streetscape of Lincoln Avenue, Rocky Brook Court and Hagemount Avenue in their 
entireties. Environmental Commission and Tree Committee member, Yan Trioizier and I 
reviewed conditions at the project area and are recommending the following: 

Design Process Approach 
We highly recommend that the Borough Engineer and its sub-consultants work closely with the 
Environmental Commission, the Project Sub-Committee and interested citizens to develop the 
design of the street improvements.  Understanding that a design process is rarely linear and 
that unanticipated conditions are frequently revealed throughout, we believe that an iterative 
process with frequent and regular interactions with the EC and Project Sub-Committee and 
concerned citizens will: 1) Support an efficient and accurate process, 2) Develop consensus 
among constituencies, and 3) Ultimately create the best fit design. 

To support this design process, we have identified a set of design guidelines aimed at guiding 
decision-making: 

Design Guidelines 
1. Support safe and enjoyable pedestrian, vehicular and bicycle circulation along each

street.
a. Narrow the street dramatically at street crossings to slow traffic and improve

pedestrian visibility.
2. Reduce or mitigate impervious surface through:

a. Reductions in overall impervious surface areas (Consider targeting an overall
reduction in impervious surface even in consideration of the additional
impervious introduced by new sidewalks).

b. Creation of stormwater infiltration areas along streets.
c. Introduction of plant materials, especially trees.

3. Improve the overall streetscape aesthetic.
a. Support a rich human experience.
b. Consider materiality, color, and organic forms in the development of the design.
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Hightstown Lincoln Avenue, Sunset Street  
Kevin L. Scibilia Forestry Consulting 
April 20, 2019 
 
 
repeated pruning to provide clearance to electrical conductors that run along the north 
side of the street.  One tree at 314 Lincoln Avenue has a major stem that has grown 
around and engulfed the low voltage conductor and the utility has installed a jumper 
wire around the stem.  The stability of the stem does not appear compromised by the 
conductor and no action is necessary at this time. 
 
Two trees on the north side of Lincoln Avenue should be removed.  The first is a 20” 
Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) Norway maple at 330 Lincoln that has mushrooms at 
the base that indicate shoe string root rot.  This tree is dying and possibly unstable 
depending on the extent of the root rot.   The second is a 30” DBH silver maple also at 
330 Lincoln that has an extensive hollow at about five feet and has signs of recent 
extensive branch breakage that is a notorious problem for this species.  
 
Many of the pin oaks along the south side of Lincoln Avenue are exhibiting symptoms of 
bacterial leaf scorch. This bacterial disease clogs the water conducting elements of 
affected trees causing the trees to die back from the outside and top of the crown 
toward the trunk of the tree.  Sprouting on the trunk and large interior branches is 
common. There is no “cure” for this disease with treatments only prolonging the decline 
of the trees. While many tree species are susceptible to bacterial leaf scorch, it has 
been my experience that pin oaks, and red oaks are affected most severely.  Not all pin 
oaks will get the disease. Those that do succumb usually take several years to die 
completely but produce copious amounts of hazardous dead branches in the process.  
Generally, affected trees (described in the next paragraph) should be removed rather 
than pruned to prevent large deadwood from falling from the tree.  
 
On the south side of Lincoln Avenue, there is a 34” DBH pin oak at 303 that is dead and 
should be removed.  At 325, there is a 42” pin oak that is half dead.  Also at this 
address is a 30” DBH pin oak that has lost about 30% of its crown and appears to be in 
low vigor.  Both trees at this address should be removed. At 329, there is a 42” DBH pin 
oak that appears to be in low vigor with about 20% of its crown dead and deadwood 
larger than 4 inches in diameter. I believe this tree will continue to produce large dead 
branches over the next few years as it continues to decline.  A case could be made to 
remove this tree at the same time as the other removals.  Also at this address is a 32” 
DBH Norway maple that has weak fork at about 5 feet.  This tree is likely to fail at this 
weak fork and should be removed.  
 
There are also several trees on the south side of the street that appear to be in good 
condition. These include: a 42” DBH pin oak at 303, a 40” DBH pin oak at 305, a 3” 
DBH willow oak at 309, and a 32” DBH pin oak at 331.  
 
 





Hightstown Lincoln Avenue, Sunset Street  
Kevin L. Scibilia Forestry Consulting 
April 20, 2019 
 
 
impact to the roots of the five remaining trees.  Root damage could introduce root rot 
causing these trees to become unstable in addition to the stress to the trees from the 
root loss.   
 
An existing portion of sidewalk has recently been installed on the north side of Sunset 
Avenue between Maple Avenue and South Main Street.  A sidewalk installation on the 
south side would necessitate pedestrians crossing Sunset Avenue at Maple Avenue to 
continue on the sidewalk to South Main Street.  Given that both Sunset Avenue and 
Maple Avenue are dead end streets, a crossing at Maple Avenue, while possibly 
inconvenient, would reduce greatly the impact to the trees along Sunset Avenue.   
 
 
 
It has been my pleasure to provide to you this report and assessment.  Please let me 
know if you have further questions or if I can be of help in the future. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Kevin L. Scibilia 
NJ Licensed Tree Expert #279 
Master of Science – Forestry 
 
  





Hightstown Lincoln Avenue, Sunset Street  
Kevin L. Scibilia Forestry Consulting 
April 20, 2019 
 
 
 
 
Code Explanation 
Address number 
+ a,b,c 

Multiple trees at one address are designated with the number and a,b,c, 
where "a" is the tree farthest left when standing in the street looking at the 
building "b" is the next tree to the right, etc. 

* Designates tree that has one or more problems that requires removal. 
? Address was not visible from the street and was estimated 

 
 
Common name Scientific name 
London plane Platanus x acerifolia 
Norway maple Acer platanoides 
pin oak Quercus palustris 
silver maple Acer saccharinum 
willow oak Quercus phellos 
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