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Executive Summary 
 

In 2018 the Hightstown Borough Council established a Streets and Sidewalks Committee to set 

priorities for future infrastructure projects.  It was recently designated a permanent Borough 

Committee under the name “Complete Streets Committee.”  Membership is drawn from Council, 

the Planning Board and the Environmental Commission.  The rationale was that in the past most 

infrastructure projects originated from the Borough professionals and staff, were designed to take 

advantage of various grant programs and were not tied to a larger Community-driven multi-year 

plan with established priorities under a broader vision for enhancements to the quality of life in 

Hightstown for our residents. 

 

To achieve this goal, Committee membership was drawn from Council, the Planning Board and 

the Environmental Commission: 

 

2018 2019 

Councilman Steve Misiura, Chair Council President Steve Misiura, Chair 

Councilman Lee Stultz Dave Zaiser, Environmental Commission 

Dave Zaiser, Environmental Commission Dodie Colavecchio, Planning Board and 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Dodie Colavecchio, Planning Board and 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Beverly Asselstine, Planning Board 

Beverly Asselstine, Planning Board Joe Cicalese, Planning Board and 

Environmental Commission 

 

 

 

The Committee decided to initially focus on two key areas: 

1. Downtown and 

2. A continuous network of safe intersections and sidewalks from all parts of the Borough to 

Hightstown High School 

 

The Borough Engineer provided a report of missing sidewalks and street segments in need of 

repair based on ongoing work to maintain a list of longer term capital projects (see Appendix).  

From this the Committee prioritized a series of intersections for closer inspection and analysis, 

including the following: 

 

 Franklin Street (Route 33) and Maxwell Avenue, with recommendations for Maxwell 

Avenue and Ward Street 

 Franklin Street (Route 33) and Broad Street 

 North Main Street (County Route 539) and Monmouth Street (County Route 633) 

 South Main Street (County Route 539) and Etra Road (County Route 571) 

 South Main Street (County Route 539) and Springcrest Drive 

 South Main Street (County Route 539) and Leshin Lane 

 Mercer Street (State Route 33) and Grape Run Drive 

 Stockton Street (County Route 571), Harron Avenue, Oak Lane and Dutchneck Road 
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 Downtown: 

o Franklin Street (Route 33) and Main Street (County Route 539) 

o Stockton Street (County Route 571) and Main Street (Route 33, County Route 

539) 

o Mercer Street (Route 33) and South Main Street (County Route 571) 

o Mercer Street (Route 33) and Rogers Avenue (Truck Route for County Route 

571) 

o Ward Street (County Routes 571 and 539) and Mercer Street (Route 33) and 

Academy Street 

This report summarizes the conditions and recommendations for these intersections based on 

data gathered by members of the Committee in 3Q and 4Q 2018 and a Downtown Walk Audit 

conducted on November 29, 2018 with representatives from Hightstown Police, Public Works, 

Council and Planning Board, as well as Mercer County Planning Department, Downtown 

Hightstown, Inc., RISE and Greater Mercer TMA. 

 

Other activities that have taken place since the Committee began work include the following: 

 The Planning Board established a Bike Planning Committee, which led the effort to 

develop an application for technical assistance to the New Jersey Department of 

Transportation’s Office of Local Bicycle and Pedestrian Assistance Program for the 

creation of a comprehensive Mobility Plan.  This plan is intended to include a network 

map and typical design cross-sections that can be used to support the installation of 

appropriate pedestrian and bicycle facilities in accordance with Complete Streets when 

municipal capital improvement projects are undertaken.  The Plan will be consistent with 

the standards established in the State of New Jersey Complete Streets Design Guide and 

those in the Mercer County Master Plan Transportation Element, since most major 

roadways through the Borough are under the jurisdiction of the State or County.   

 The Borough submitted an application with East Windsor under the Safe Routes to 

Schools program to install sidewalks on Dutch Neck Road. 

 The Borough submitted an application under the Municipal Assistance Program to install 

sidewalks on Springcrest Drive and Taylor Avenue. 

 The Committee spearheaded the launch of the Hightstown Pace Car Program, where 

residents sign a pledge to obey traffic laws and display a magnet on their car to raise 

awareness of pedestrian and bike safety issues on our roadways. 
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Intersection of Franklin Street (Route 33) and Maxwell Avenue, with 

recommendations for Maxwell Avenue and Ward Street 

Description 

The intersection is located between the eastern entrance to Hightstown and the Downtown 

Hightstown central business district on a main thoroughfare.  It is a major intersection and 

includes one of only three traffic lights in the Borough.  Franklin Street is a two lane road 

running east-west and Maxwell Avenue is a two lane road running north-south.  They meet at a 

slightly off 90 degree angle. 

Franklin is a major highway and this intersection marks the transition from 35 mph to 25 mph to 

the west.  There is a traffic signal with a pedestrian button on the SW corner, but no crosswalks 

or curb cuts on the south, east or west sides of the intersection.  A crosswalk and island with a 

right turn lane exists from the north, but the markings are faded.  There are detectable warning 

surfaces on the ramps.  From the south there is a “no turn on red” sign.  The only sidewalk is on 

the NW corner, with ramps at the corner and on the two sides of the island. 

The SW corner contains many obstacles, such as telephone poles, electrical box controlling the 

light and posts marking underground cables.  Traffic light poles extend across the intersection 

from the SW and NE corners. 

Analysis 

Traffic traveling west on Route 33 has a posted speed limit of 55 mph east of Twin Rivers and 

no other signage until a warning sign just outside the Borough line indicating the approaching 35 

mph speed limit as vehicles enter the Borough.  Traffic traveling east experiences different speed 

limit signage.  A 50 mph sign is posted near the old Turnpike entrance and a 55 mph sign is 

posted at the Shell Station in Twin Rivers.  Traffic routinely exceeds the speed limit in both 

directions and the intersection serves as a starting/stopping place for this behavior. 

This intersection is a natural crossing place for residents heading to downtown and for students 

walking to Hightstown High School.  All high school students in this part of the Borough, 

including those to the north and east of this intersection, are designated “walkers” by the school 

district.  The route to the High School would be to continue south down Maxwell to Ward, where 

sidewalks exist to South Main and then to Spring Crest. 

The right turn lane from the north does not appear to comply with the NJDOT Complete Streets 

Design Guide.  The location does not meet the criteria for this type of treatment and it allows 

cars to enter Franklin Street at a slow roll at a difficult angle to watch for oncoming traffic, 

bicycles and pedestrians. 



7 | P a g e  
 

Franklin Street is quite wide at this location and this creates a dangerous situation for pedestrians 

trying to cross. 

Recommendations 

The intersection should have crosswalks across all four street segments with high visibility 

pavement markings (continental stripe) and lighted walk/don’t walk signals with pedestrian 

control buttons.  High visibility pedestrian crossing signs should be posted in all directions on 

approaches to the intersection.  Stop lines should be repainted. 

NJDOT should be asked to examine speed limits approaching from the east.  Corrective action is 

needed to post consistent mph signs for eastbound and westbound traffic.  Also a longer glide 

path to speed limit reductions approaching the high traffic and residential areas in Twin Rivers 

and the Borough could help reduce speeding.  A 45 mph limit at the eastern border of Twin 

Rivers could more easily be stepped down to 35 at Milford Road and 25 at the Borough line. 

Traffic calming measures should be implemented on the approach from the east, which could 

include a road diet to slow traffic and replacement of the wide shoulder with bike lanes and 

sidewalks.  Currently the travel lanes are 12+ feet wide, the east bound shoulder is 6 feet wide 

and the west bound shoulder is 9 and ½ feet wide.  With approximately 40 feet of right away, 

significant improvements could be made to advance complete streets strategies at this important 

entrance to the Borough.  Other treatments like street trees would create additional signals that 

traffic has entered a town. 

Several ideas in the DOT Complete Streets Design Manual could be added to the intersection to 

help improve safety and accommodate all users.  The distance that has to be covered by 

pedestrians in the crosswalks could be reduced by curb extensions.  The right turn lane and 

island from the north should be eliminated, forcing all traffic to stop on the red light and 

preventing cars from rolling into a bike lane.  A “No Turn on Red” sign should be added on 

Maxwell on the approach from the north.  A larger curb extension on the NW corner could also 

include a rain garden to absorb surface water and support a street tree.  The curb extension on the 

SW corner would allow the sidewalk from the west to be extended for the final lot to the corner 

around the obstacles at that location. 

Maxwell south of Franklin to Ward Street should be prioritized for new sidewalks to close an 

important gap in a continuous sidewalk to Hightstown High School.  The most appropriate 

location appears to be on the east side of Maxwell, where a new sidewalk was installed over the 

culvert in recent years.  There may be a need for a retaining wall along one or more properties to 

address a large drop in elevation.  Very few cars are parked on this block, so a road diet may be 

possible to obtain more room for a sidewalk and bike lane.  To complete the pedestrian route to 

Hightstown High School, a crosswalk and ramps are needed at Maxwell and Ward Street on the 

eastern side of Maxwell to allow longer sight lines and safer travel to the existing sidewalk on 
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the south side of Ward.  A sidewalk extension is also required to connect the sidewalk to the new 

crosswalk on the south side. 

NJ Complete Streets Design Guide references: 

 Crosswalks, pages 42-43 

 Signals, page 44 

 Curb Ramps, page 45 

 Curb Extensions, page 48 

 Channelized Right Turn Lane, page 49 

 Stormwater Management, page 50 

 

Franklin Street (Route 33) and Maxwell Avenue 
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Franklin and Maxwell 

  

NW corner      NE corner 

  

SW corner      SE corner 

Defects: 

   

Design of right turn lane  Drainage NW corner  Street damage 
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Intersection of Franklin Street (Route 33) and Broad Street 

Description 

The intersection is located at the eastern entrance to the Downtown Hightstown central business 

district on a main thoroughfare.  It is a T-intersection with Broad Street ending at a stop sign.   

Franklin Street is a two lane road running east-west and Broad Street is a two lane road running 

north-south.   

Franklin is a major highway and this intersection is in the 25 mph zone.  There are existing 

crosswalks on all three street segments with handicapped ramps with detectable warning 

surfaces, including two across Franklin Street.   There are high visibility crosswalk signs, but no 

signals to help stop traffic for pedestrians.  Crosswalk paint is faded. 

From this point westward, bicycle riders are not allowed on the street or sidewalks.  There is a 

sign on the eastbound side of Franklin indicating a bicycle route is to the north down Broad 

Street. 

Analysis 

There is heavy traffic in this area.  There are also many destinations to attract pedestrians.  The 

library is on the south side of the intersection.  There is a commuter bus stop at Memorial Park 

near the library.  Just to the east of the library is an active driveway hidden by the curve of the 

road and plant material (bushes and trees).   

To the north is a shopping center with many take-out restaurants and a convenience store.  The 

only route to access the shopping center from the west is to turn left onto Broad and enter 

through the side driveway.  Cars traveling west can enter through Broad Street or a parking lot 

entrance to the west of the intersection from Franklin Street.   

Traffic on Franklin is heavy heading west and often backed up to this intersection by the traffic 

light at Main Street.  Traffic on Franklin heading east picks up speed after having passed through 

the traffic light at Main Street.  Frequent turns and distractions in the area create a hazardous 

situation for pedestrians trying to navigate through the traffic across Franklin. 

Recommendations 

Tree branches currently obscure the crosswalk signs from the western approach.  They should be 

trimmed back.   

Hawk or RRFB signals should be installed at the two crosswalks across Franklin Street in order 

to allow pedestrians to stop traffic.  Currently it is a challenge to navigate two fast moving lanes 

of traffic at a bend in the road in order to get the attention of drivers and get them to stop. 
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Elevated crosswalks would provide additional indications to traffic to slow down.  Crosswalks 

should be repainted with high visibility continental stripes. 

NJ Complete Streets Design Guide references: 

 Crosswalks, pages 42-43 

 Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons, page 46 

 Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons (HAWK), page 47 

 Raised Crossings and Intersections,  page 53 

 

Franklin Street (Route 33) and Broad Street 
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Franklin and Broad 

  

NW corner      NE corner 

  

SW corner      SE corner 

Defects 
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NW corner ramp, drainage   SW ramp and sidewalk 
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Intersection of North Main Street (County Route 539) and Monmouth Street 

(County Route 633) 

Description 

The intersection is located to the north of the Downtown Hightstown central business district on 

a main thoroughfare.  It is a T-intersection with Monmouth Street ending at a stop sign.   North 

Main Street is a two lane road running north-south and Monmouth Street is a two lane road 

running east-west. 

North Main is a busy county route and this intersection is in the 25 mph zone.  Monmouth Street 

is also a county route and carries heavy traffic through a residential area.  There is one existing 

crosswalk across Monmouth Street with damaged handicapped ramps.   The sidewalks are in 

poor condition.  Crosswalk paint is faded. 

Monmouth was recently repaved by Mercer County.  The stop line at North Main Street was 

repainted, but work stopped short of the crosswalk.  Work in recent years on North Main Street 

by Mercer County stopped short of the crosswalk as well, leaving it unaddressed despite a county 

level complete streets policy. 

Analysis 

There is heavy traffic in this area.  Monmouth is used to bypass traffic in the downtown area.  

There are many people turning right onto North Main and many others turning left off of North 

Main onto Monmouth.  Traffic moves faster than the speed limit.  Site lines are blocked by 

parked cars on North Main Street. 

The only crosswalk to safely travel across North Main Street is at the intersection with Franklin 

Street in downtown. 

The signage along Monmouth is old and faded.  It’s difficult to determine what signs mean, 

although some may indicate no parking in the block before the intersection.   

Recommendations 

A new crosswalk should be added across North Main Street from the southeast corner.  A curb 

cut should be installed on the West side of North Main and no parking signs installed for at least 

two car lengths in the area to give more visibility to pedestrians attempting to cross the road.   

High visibility crosswalk signs should be installed, along with high visibility paint markings 

(continental stripe). 

Existing handicap ramps should be brought up to standard. 
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New signage should be installed on Monmouth, as appropriate, to replace existing faded signs. 

NJ Complete Streets Design Guide references: 

 Crosswalks, pages 42-43 

 Curb Ramps, page 45 

 

North Main Street (County Route 539) and Monmouth Street (County Route 633) 
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North Main and Monmouth 

    

NE corner      SE corner 

Defects 

   

Ramp damage, SE corner    No safe passage to West side of North Main 
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Intersection of South Main Street (County Route 539) and Etra Road (County 

Route 571) 

Description 

The intersection is located between the Hightstown central business district and Hightstown High 

School.  This is a residential area.  The Peddie School is located on the northeast corner of the 

intersection. 

South Main Street (County Route 539) runs roughly north-south. Etra Road (County Route 571) 

intersects South Main Street at an approximately 60 degree angle, extending to the east only, 

creating a “T” intersection. The single crosswalk at the intersection crossing Etra Road is 

supported by curb ramps on both ends. Both streets support two-way vehicular traffic. Vehicular 

traffic must stop on Etra before turning onto South Main Street. There is no stop sign on South 

Main Street for either direction.  

There are curbs and sidewalks in good condition on both roads at this intersection. There are no 

marked bicycle routes along ether road.  The crosswalk markings are standard parallel lines, but 

there are no signs or warning lights.  There is no detectable warning surface at the curb ramps. 

This is one of five staggered T-intersections between Ward Street and the Borough line along 

South Main Street.  None have crosswalks.  They are, from north to south:  South Street, Etra 

Road, Springcrest Drive, Schuyler Avenue and Leshin Lane. 

Analysis 

There is no marked pedestrian crossing at South Main Street at this intersection.  The nearest 

marked crossing of South Main Street is 3/10 mile to the north at Ward Street, a four-way stop 

intersection.  This forces pedestrians to cross outside of a crosswalk, or select an inefficient 

route.  This is a major route to Hightstown High School and students are in danger from heavy 

morning traffic as they navigate across South Main Street. 

The angle of the intersection of Etra Road with South Main Street results in poor sight lines and 

makes it difficult for cars attempting to make a left turn onto South Main from Etra. 

South Main Street traffic is consistent and frequently faster moving than the 25 MPH speed limit 

might suggest. There are no traffic calming measures in place on South Main Street from the 

south prior to this intersection.  Traffic coming into Hightstown from the east on Etra Road also 

tends to exceed the speed limit.  However, recent work in that area has added a continental stripe 

crosswalk and flashing cross-walk beacon at John Plant Drive, as well as right side paint to 

narrow the lanes and calm traffic as it approaches this heavily used pedestrian and bike area. 

Recommendations 

There are three primary recommendations:  

1. Provide a crosswalk with continental stripes at the north side of this intersection across 

South Main Street with ramp connecting to the sidewalk on the west side of South Main, 
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2. Warn traffic heading into the intersection of the pedestrian crossings using high visibility 

signage and/or warning lights, and 

3. Provide bicycle pathways along both routes.  Additionally, detectable warning surfaces 

should be added to the existing curb ramps and included in any new ramps. 

 

NJ Complete Streets Design Guide references: 

 Crosswalks, pages 42-43 

 Curb Ramps, page 45 

 Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons, page 46 

 Bike Lanes, page 55 

 

South Main Street (County Route 539) and Etra Road (County Route 571) 
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View of Etra Road at South Main Street 

 

  

View looking North along South Main Street View Looking south along South Main 

(Etra Road is to the right)    Street (Etra Road is to the left) 
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Intersection of South Main Street (County Route 539) and Springcrest Drive 

Description 

The Intersection of South Main and Springcrest is a non-signaled T-intersection. South Main is a 

heavily traveled County Road (County Route 539) with a Speed Limit of 25 mph.  However 

traffic generally exceeds this limit. Springcrest is a walking route to Hightstown High School. 

There is a marked standard crosswalk with parallel lines and curb cuts across Springcrest.  One 

side is missing the detectable warning. There are sidewalks in the immediate vicinity on both 

sides of South Main Street but there are no sidewalks on either side of Springcrest. There is no 

crosswalk signage. 

This is one of five staggered T-intersections between Ward Street and the Borough line along 

South Main Street.  None have crosswalks.  They are, from north to south:  South Street, Etra 

Road, Springcrest Drive, Schuyler Avenue and Leshin Lane. 

Analysis 

The nearest marked crosswalk across South Main is at the intersection of Ward Street at a four-

way stop.  This is 4/10 of a mile away. There is poor lighting and poor sight triangles which 

make the intersection dangerous to pedestrians especially at night. According to the police chief, 

the lack of sidewalks on Springcrest would prevent the county from allowing a marked 

crosswalk to be provided across South Main. Since South Main Street is a county road, all 

improvements are subject to county approval. 

Recommendations 

The following are immediate recommendations:  

1. Restripe the existing crosswalk with continental type striping for better visibility. 

2. Install a street lamp at the intersection. 

Longer term recommendations: 

1. A sidewalk should be constructed along the entire length of Springcrest in order to provide a 

safe walking route to the High School. If there is a grant funding program available for this 

type of work an application should be made.  If not, the Borough should undertake this 

project on its own as part of its capital plan, since it is a local road. 

2. Provide curb cuts and detectable warning strips at the sidewalks on South Main Street where 

the new sidewalk on Springcrest will be provided.  

3. Request that the county provide a marked continental stripe crosswalk and signage with 

blinking warning lights. 

4. Request that the county provide a traffic calming device such as a road narrowing or island. 
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5. Fill in the missing gaps of sidewalk on the east side of Main Street in this vicinity (3 lots 

between Springcrest and Schuyler and 4 lots between Schuyler and the Peddie Golf Course. 

NJ Complete Streets Design Guide references: 

 Crosswalks, pages 42-43 

 Curb Ramps, page 45 

 

South Main Street (County Route 539) and Springcrest Drive 
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NW Corner at Springcrest facing      NW Corner at Springcrest looking 

across South Main      South down South Main Street 

   

 

West side of South Main looking   West side of South Main looking towards  

towards NE Corner of Schuyler   SE Corner of Schuyler 
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Intersection of South Main Street (County Route 539) and Leshin Lane 

Description 

The Intersection of South Main and Leshin Lane is a non-signaled T-intersection. South Main is 

a heavily traveled County Road (Route 539) with a Speed Limit of 25 mph.  However traffic 

generally exceeds this limit. Leshin Lane is a pedestrian and vehicle route to Hightstown High 

School. 

There is a marked crosswalk with detectable warning and curb cuts across Leshin Lane. There 

are sidewalks on the west side of the intersection on South Main, but not on the east side in the 

immediate location. There is no crosswalk signage.  Leshin Lane is a major bus exit from the 

high school in the afternoon. 

This is one of five staggered T-intersections between Ward Street and the Borough line along 

South Main Street.  None have crosswalks.  They are, from north to south:  South Street, Etra 

Road, Springcrest Drive, Schuyler Avenue and Leshin Lane. 

Analysis 

The nearest marked crosswalk across South Main is at the intersection of Ward Street at a four-

way stop.  This is 6/10 of a mile away.  According to the police chief, the lack of sidewalks on 

South Main would prevent the county from allowing a marked crosswalk to be provided across 

South Main. Since South Main Street is a county road, all improvements are subject to county 

approval. 

Recommendations 

Short term recommendation: 

1. Restripe existing crosswalk with continental stripping. 

Longer term recommendations: 

1. Fill in the missing gaps of sidewalk on the east side of Main Street in this vicinity (3 lots 

between Springcrest and Schuyler and 4 lots between Schuyler and the Peddie Golf 

Course. 

2. Provide curb cuts and detectable warning strips at the new sidewalks on South Main 

Street across from Leshin Lane.  

3. Request that the county provide a marked crosswalk with continental stripes and signage 

with blinking warning lights. 

4. Request that the county provide a traffic calming device such as a road narrowing or 

island. 

5. Consider a bike lane on South Main Street and a bike route on Leshin Lane. 
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NJ Complete Streets Design Guide references: 

 Crosswalks, pages 42-43 

 Curb Ramps, page 45 

 Bike Lanes, page 55 

 

 

South Main Street (County Route 539) and Leshin Lane 
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SW Corner of Leshin Lane,    Looking Towards NW Corner of Leshin 

looking across South Main.    Lane from SW Corner 

 

 

 

NW Corner of Leshin Lane looking across South Main Street. 



31 | P a g e  
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Intersection:  Mercer Street (State Route 33) and Grape Run Drive 

Description 

The Intersection of Mercer Street and Grape Run is a non-signaled T-intersection. Mercer Street 

is a heavily traveled State Highway (Route 33) with a Speed Limit of 35 mph.  However traffic 

generally exceeds this limit. Mercer Street consists of one lane in each direction but it is wide 

enough for two cars to pass in each direction.  There are no lane markings other than the solid 

double line down the center. Grape Run leads to a residential area and is a primary access route 

to Hightstown High School, including buses, staff and student drivers.  There is a gas station / 

convenience store on the northeast corner, which drives heavy traffic into and out of the parking 

lot from both Mercer and Grape Run during times when there is heavy traffic accessing or 

leaving the high school.  The intersection is in a school zone. 

There are marked standard crosswalks, curb cuts, detectable warnings and sidewalks at all 

corners of the intersection.  All are in good condition. Crosswalk signage is provided in both 

directions on Mercer Street.  There is no crossing guard at this intersection during school travel 

times. 

Analysis 

Due to the heavy volume of traffic, the speed of traffic and the excessive width of Mercer Street, 

crossing Mercer Street for pedestrians is unsafe even though the crosswalk is relatively well 

marked. There have been numerous vehicle/pedestrian accidents at this location. In some 

instances, traffic in one direction will yield while traffic in the other direction does not, thereby 

stranding the pedestrian in the middle of the street. In other instances, a vehicle may yield and 

the vehicle behind it will go around the stopped vehicle on the right, creating a blind spot for 

pedestrians in the crosswalk. There are additional stripes on the road starting at the end of the 

cemetery adjacent to this intersection and extending to the Borough line to the south.  This 

narrows the lanes in that area, but has no impact on frequent right-side passing at the intersection 

itself. 

The speed limit on Mercer is 45 at the Borough line, heading north.  It steps down to 35 mph at 

Summit Street, which is 1/10 of a mile from the intersection.  It steps down again to 25 mph 1/10 

of a mile after the intersection, in the middle of a residential block.  Since this is a school zone, 

the speed limit is 25 mph during school travel times. 

Since this is a state highway, any improvements are subject to approval by the NJDOT. 

Recommendations 

The following are immediate recommendations:  

1) Restripe the crosswalk with continental type striping for better visibility. 
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2) Install pedestrian crossing signage with blinking warning lights on Mercer Street. 

3) Extend the shoulder striping on Mercer Street, past the intersection to clearly indicate that 

Mercer Street is one lane in each direction. 

4) Reduce the Speed Limit to 25 mph all the time, starting at Summit Street.  Step down to 

35 mph at the Borough line to create a better glide path to slower traffic speeds. 

Long Term Recommendations: 

Efforts should be made, (possibly through DVRPC grant funding), to improve the overall 

streetscape along this portion of Mercer Street. The improvements should create a stronger 

connection to the downtown towards the East and to Summit Street towards the West. As part of 

this streetscape improvement, traffic calming measures should be taken such as narrowing the 

street and shortening the length of the crosswalk by incorporating a center island, curb 

extensions and/or widening the sidewalks to create a pinch point in the road.   

Aesthetic improvements are also needed, such as adding trees, decorative street lamps, 

decorative median and decorative pavers, so that the overall appearance is that of a town center 

and not a state highway. DOT Complete Street guidelines should be followed. 

NJ Complete Streets Design Guide references: 

 Crosswalks, pages 42-43 

 Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons, page 46 

 Crossing Islands, page 51-52 

 

Mercer Street (State Route 33) and Grape Run Drive 
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West side of Mercer Street, facing north  West side of Mercer Street, facing south 

 

  

East side of Mercer Street, facing south  Grape Run, facing West 
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Intersection of  Stockton Street (County Route 571), Harron Avenue and Oak 

Lane and adjacent Intersection of Harron Avenue and Dutchneck Road 

Description 

The intersection is located east of the Route 130 corridor, in front of the Walter C. Black 

Elementary School and the East Windsor Regional School District building.  The Rogers 

Elementary School surrounds the school district building and fronts on Stockton Street to the east 

and Oak Lane to the north.  The speed limit is 25 mph on all streets in this area. 

Stockton Street runs east-west.  Harron Avenue and Oak Lane intersect Stockton Street at nearly 

90-degree angles.  Dutchneck Road intersects Harron Avenue just south of the intersection of 

Stockton Street and Harron Avenue, creating an awkward five point intersection overall.  All 

streets mentioned support two-way vehicular traffic.  Stockton Street has the right-of-way and no 

stop signs at the intersection.  All other roads have stop signs at the intersection.  There are 

sidewalks on both sides of Stockton Street.  There are sidewalks only on the east sides of Harron 

Avenue and Oak Lane.  Dutchneck Road has no sidewalks. 

There are three crosswalks.  One continental stripe crosswalk is on the east across Stockton 

Street.  A faded crosswalk warning sign is on Stockton on the approach from the east.  Standard 

crosswalks are across Oak Lane and Harron Avenue at Stockton.  Dutchneck Road has no 

crosswalk. 

There is a marked left turn lane on Stockton from the east.  There are stop lines painted on 

Dutchneck at Harron and on Oak Lane at Stockton and on Harron at Stockton.  There is a 

crosshatch pavement marking at Dutchneck, which tries to channel the Stockton traffic onto 

Dutchneck and the Dutchneck traffic onto Harron.  Similarly, there are short stretches of faded 

double yellow lines down Dutchneck and Oak Lane to guide traffic to stay in lanes. 

There are numerous speed limit signs along Stockton Street of various sizes.  There are many 

other types of signs as well that can be distracting.  An end of school zone sign is located on the 

south side of Stockton past the Black School, but before the bus driveway along the Rogers 

School across the street on the north side of Stockton. 

Analysis 

Crossing any of these roads at the intersection is not easy.  There are no electronic pedestrian 

“Walk” lights to stop traffic for pedestrian crossing.  During the school year, crosswalk guards 

stop traffic to get kids safely across the streets to Walter C. Black and Grace Rogers elementary 

schools in the immediate vicinity to the intersection.  This school year a new well marked 

continental crosswalk across Stockton has been added one block to the east at Joseph Street in an 
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attempt to avoid the larger intersection altogether for children.  The crossing guard has now 

moved to this location. 

The intersection of Dutchneck Road and Harron Avenue is poorly designed.  Cars routinely cut 

off access to Harron Avenue for traffic turning right onto Harron from Stockton Street.  

Visibility is very limited for cars stopped at the end of Dutchneck trying to turn left or right onto 

Harron.  Pedestrians using the crosswalks at the intersection of Stockton Street and Harron 

Avenue have long distances to cover to get safely through the intersection and have to deal with 

cars moving at speed turning off Stockton onto either Harron Avenue or Dutchneck road.  This 

whole area needs to be re-worked to address the needs of cars, pedestrians and bicycles. 

All streets have 25 mph speed limits, but motorists frequently exceed this speed limit. 

Recommendations 

Have crosswalks marked out with continental stripes across all streets at the intersection, 

including the west side of Stockton Street which currently has no crosswalk. 

Use of warning lights in the crosswalks will alert motorists and slow / stop the cars for safe 

pedestrian crossing. 

Study the feasibility of adding a roundabout to reduce the width of roadway pedestrians have to 

cross, slow traffic, but keep it moving in an efficient way. 

Change Harron to a one-way street from Morrison north to Stockton, eliminating one of the turn 

points. 

Review signage in the area to ensure consistency and improved visibility for speed limits, school 

zones and pedestrian warnings. 

NJ Complete Streets Design Guide references: 

 Crosswalks, pages 42-43 

 Curb Ramps, page 45 

 Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons, page 46 

 Roundabout, page 56-57 
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Stockton Street (County Route 571), Harron Avenue, Oak Lane and Dutchneck Road 

 

  

Stockton Street crosswalk, facing north  Stockton Street crosswalk, facing south 
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Harron Avenue at Dutchneck, facing west   Harron Avenue at Dutchneck, facing south 

 

  

Dutchnectk and Stockton, facing west    Harron Avenue, approaching Stockton 

        (Black School parking lot entrance) 

 

Harron Avenue at Dutchneck, facing south 
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Stockton, south side bus stop    Stockton, facing east, new crosswalk 

 Stockton Street, new crosswalk sign 

 

  

Oak Lane crosswalk, facing east     Oak Lane crosswalk, facing west 
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Recommendation references from NJ Complete Streets Design Guide 
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Downtown Walk Audit 
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Downtown Hightstown Walk Audit Route 

 

Methodology 

Participants started at the Borough offices on Bank Street to discuss our objectives for the day, 

the route and the data collection forms. 

At each intersection the group stopped and had a discussion about the existing conditions, issues 

and potential solutions.  Each participant completed a data collection form for each intersection. 

At the end of the walk, data collection forms were collected and tabulated.  Overall ratings were 

averaged for participants.  All comments noted on individual collections forms were 

consolidated and key discussion points for each intersection were summarized. 

Participants 

Streets and Sidewalks Committee 

 Steve Misuira, Council President 

 Beverly Asselstine, Planning Board 

 Joe Cicalese, Planning Board and Environmental Commission 
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Borough Staff and Professionals 

 Ken Lewis, Superintendent of Public Works 

 Frank Gendron, Police Chief 

 Carmela Roberts, Borough Engineer 

Mercer County Planning Department 

 Matthew Zochowski, Assistant Planner 

Community Organizations 

 Brian Clissold, Downtown Hightstown, Inc., also member West Windsor Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Alliance 

 Jack Curry, RISE 

 Cheryl Kastrenakes, Executive Director, Greater Mercer TMA 

 Ian Henderson, Greater Mercer TMA 

 Jerry Foster, Greater Mercer TMA 

 

 

 

 



61 | P a g e  
 

Downtown Walk Audit principal findings and issues: 

 Pedestrians are at risk in the downtown area.  Crosswalks are not marked where people 

frequently cross.  Those that are marked are not aligning to complete streets design 

guidance with the highest visibility paint markings, most current signal designs and 

frequently don’t have additional warning signage for approaching cars. 

o Downtown has the highest concentration of traffic accidents, including those 

involving pedestrians and injuries. 

 The approaches to Downtown Hightstown on State and County routes do not employ 

enough design and traffic calming techniques to slow traffic before it reaches downtown. 

o North Main and South Main Streets have long stretches without crosswalks and 

are notable for a series of T-intersections with low visibility and unmarked 

crossings with high pedestrian usage, particularly students walking to Hightstown 

High School from all parts of the Borough. 

o Both the State and County have complete streets policies, but road work has been 

completed without coordination or discussion with the Borough about 

improvements for bicycle and pedestrian users, including bringing handicapped 

ramps up to standards, repainting crosswalks at intersections and adding marked 

crosswalks. 

o Route 33 includes the only road segments in the Borough with speed limits in 

excess of 25 miles per hour.  Mercer and Franklin Streets also have difficult T-

intersections, odd intersection angles and few marked crosswalks. 

 Some creative engineering and design adjustments are needed to address existing 

conditions in the downtown area.  While some suggestions and ideas are included here, 

further research and partnership with the New Jersey Department of Transportation and 

Mercer County is needed. 

Action Step:  At the Walk Audit event the team discussed the NJ DOT Transportation Problem 

Statement Form and the process for initiating a review of a problem on a NJ state highway.  The 

representative of the Mercer County Planning Department said there is no similar formal process 

initiation for the county, but a written request would initiate a review.  The Committee 

recommends that these findings be reviewed with Council and steps should be taken to formalize 

a NJDOT Transportation Problem Statement request and a similar formal letter to Mercer 

County. 

Specific Recommendations 

1. Crosswalks on streets approaching downtown 

a. Add more crosswalks along North Main and South Main Streets with high 

visibility markings and signage 

b. Improve visibility, markings and signage for crosswalks on Franklin and Mercer 

Streets.  Expand traffic calming and crosswalks at Franklin and Maxwell. 



62 | P a g e  
 

2. Improvements can be made in accessibility 

a. North Main and Monmouth Street:  crosswalk does not meet current ADA 

standards 

b. North Main and Bank Street:  crosswalk does not meet current ADA standards 

c. Upgrade crossing signal at Franklin and Main to latest standard with accessible 

buttons at all crossings, countdown lights and sound. 

d. Investigate broken crossing signal at Main and Stockton; replace if needed. 

e. Repair ramp at crosswalks at the Point and Rogers (damaged, not flush) 

3. Investigate opportunities to improve safety at crossings on Route 33 

a. Franklin and Main:   Discuss options with the State, such as a full stop for all 

traffic to allow for pedestrian crossing and adding a crosswalk on the south side of 

the intersection with expanded island for pedestrian refuge. 

b. Main and Stockton:  Add crosswalk on north side of intersection. 

c. South Main, Mercer and Rogers:  Assess sight lines and review options, including  

high visibility paint markings, lighted signal at the Point, permanent removal of 

parking spaces at the Point and at Rogers (with potential addition of bike corrals 

and street furniture) and reduction of span across Rogers with an island. 

i.  After the Walk Audit, the Borough Engineer did a feasibility analysis of 

an island and determined it would not work with the turning radius of 

truck traffic at that intersection.  See Appendix. 

ii. Upon further review of the options in the New Jersey Complete Streets 

Design Manual, the team determined a mountable curb extension should 

also be explored.  This would allow trucks to go onto the curb in order to 

turn when needed, while still providing a high visibility refuge for 

pedestrians.  See page 54. 

d. Ward, Mercer and Academy:  Review options for extending the “feel” of 

downtown into this area with landscaping, lane narrowing and high visibility 

crosswalk markings.  Review feasibility of adding a crosswalk on Mercer at Ward 

with a pedestrian island.  Consider other measures to slow or stop traffic through 

this area, including a traffic light. 

e. Franklin and Broad:  Discuss options with the State for traffic calming and 

improving visibility at this high traffic, poor visibility location. 

4. Proceed with the development of a comprehensive mobility plan for the Borough of 

Hightstown that will more fully address bicycle and pedestrian facilities throughout the 

community, including safe routes to all schools, enhanced safety in downtown and 

improved access to parks and other key destinations.  This plan should also provide key 

tools, such as checklists and review documents, that can help ensure implementation of 

our complete streets policy. 

 

  



63 | P a g e  
 

Source:  NJDOT Safety Voyager, Crash Records 2002 to 2017  
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Committee Priorities for Intersection Analysis, Summer 2018 
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Committee Priorities for Action, May 2019 

TBD, placeholder 


