
Agenda 

Hightstown Borough Council 

January 22, 2019 

Hightstown First Aid Squad 

6:30 PM – Executive Session 
7:30 PM – Public Session 

 
PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES DURING YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THIS MEETING TO AVOID 
SOUNDS/RINGING OR CONVERSATION THAT MAY INTERFERE WITH THE MEETING OR THE ABILITY OF 
ATTENDEES TO HEAR THE PROCEEDINGS.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION. 

Meeting called to order by Mayor Lawrence Quattrone. 

STATEMENT:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, 
pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231.  Said notice was provided to the Trenton Times and the Windsor-Hights 
Herald, and is posted in the Borough Clerk’s office. 
 
Roll Call   
 
Executive Session      2019-29 Authorizing a Meeting that Excludes the Public 
  
      Contract Negotiations   Robbinsville – Municipal Court 

                   PRC Group – Mills at Hightstown 
      Personnel   Affordable Housing Administrator 
          
Flag Salute 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
 
Interviews for Council  Democrats     Republicans 
Vacancies     Joseph Cicalese   Patricia Egan 
     Joshua Jackson   James Eufemia 
     Glenn Palmer   Greg Wriede 
 
 
Executive Session   Resolution 2019-30 Authorizing a Meeting that Excludes the Public 
       Personnel – Councilmember Vacancy 
 

Resolution 2019-31 Appointing a Councilmember to Fill the Vacancy until the 
November General Election (Republican) 
 
Resolution 2019-32 Appointing a Councilmember to Fill the Vacancy of an 
Unexpired Term Ending December 31, 2019 (Democrat) 
 

 
Oath of Office    Councilmembers fulfilling Unexpired Terms 
 
 
Minutes     December 17, 2018 – Executive Session 
     December 17, 2018 – Public Session 
     January 1, 2019 – Reorg  
 

001



Public Comment I   Any person wishing to address the Mayor and Council regarding matters on the 
agenda will be allowed a maximum of three minutes for his or her comments. 

 

Ordinances     2019-01 First Reading and Introduction – Ordinance Amending the Land Use 
Ordinance of the Borough of Hightstown to Add Affordable Housing Procedural and 
Eligibility Requirements, to Implement the Third Round of Affordable Housing in 
Accordance with the Fair Housing Act of 1985 

 

Resolutions              2019-33  Payment of Bills  

    2019-34   Authorizing Payment to Van Cleef Engineering Associates 
(Construction Administration and Inspection for the Rehabilitation of 
East Ward Street) 

    2019-35  Authorizing Payment #4 Final – Rapid Pump & Meter Service 
(Secondary Clarifier Improvements) 

    2019-36  Authorizing and Approving an Application to the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation’s Office of Local Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Assistance Program for Technical Assistance in Preparing a Mobility 
Master Plan 

    2019-37  Authorizing a Shared Services Agreement with Hamilton Township for 
Certain Health Services (STD Clinic) 

 

Consent Agenda    2019-38  Authorizing the Tax Assessor the Ability to Grant Property Tax 
Exemptions to Disabled Veterans  

    2019-39   Authorizing Refund of Water/Sewer Overpayment 

    2019-40  Authorizing a Renewed Shared Services Agreement with Mercer 
County for EMS Dispatch Services 

    2019-41  Amending Res 2019-04 

    2019-42  Authorizing a Transfer of Funds in the 2019 Budget 

    2019-43  Amending the 2019 Temporary Operating Budget – Current Fund 

  

Public Comment II   Any person wishing to address the Mayor and Council at this time will be allowed a 
maximum of three minutes for his or her comments.  

 
 
Discussion Council Liaisons Resolution 2019-08 
 Architect Appointment 
 Roger Cook Greenway Extension 
 East Windsor/Hightstown Freight Grant 
     

                             Subcommittee Reports   
 

 
Mayor/Council/Administrative Reports 
 
 
Adjournment 
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Resolution 2019-29 
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 

COUNTY OF MERCER 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AUTHORIZING A MEETING WHICH EXCLUDES THE PUBLIC 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that this body will hold 
a meeting on January 22, 2019 at the Hightstown First Aid Squad located at 168 Bank Street, Hightstown, that 
will be limited only to consideration of an item or items with respect to which the public may be excluded 
pursuant to section 7b of the Open Public Meetings Act. 

The general nature of the subject or subjects to be discussed:  

      Contract Negotiations –  Police & Court Facilities (Robbinsville) 
          PRC Group (The Mills at Hightstown)  
      Personnel –  Affordable Housing Administrator 
        
                     
 Stated as precisely as presently possible the following is the time when and the circumstances under 
which the discussion conducted at said meeting can be disclosed to the public: April 22, 2019, or when the 
need for confidentiality no longer exists.  

The public is excluded from said meeting, and further notice is dispensed with, all in accordance with 
sections 8 and 4a of the Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on January 22, 2019. 

 
 
 
 
      __________________________________________ 

  Debra L. Sopronyi, RMC/CMC 
 Borough Clerk 
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Resolution 2019-30 
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 

COUNTY OF MERCER 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AUTHORIZING A MEETING WHICH EXCLUDES THE PUBLIC 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that this body will hold 
a meeting on January 22, 2019 at the Hightstown First Aid Squad located at 168 Bank Street, Hightstown, that 
will be limited only to consideration of an item or items with respect to which the public may be excluded 
pursuant to section 7b of the Open Public Meetings Act. 

The general nature of the subject or subjects to be discussed:  

      Personnel – Councilmember Vacancy 
        
                     
 Stated as precisely as presently possible the following is the time when and the circumstances under 
which the discussion conducted at said meeting can be disclosed to the public: April 22, 2019, or when the 
need for confidentiality no longer exists.  

The public is excluded from said meeting, and further notice is dispensed with, all in accordance with 
sections 8 and 4a of the Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on January 22, 2019. 

 
 
 
 
      __________________________________________ 

  Debra L. Sopronyi, RMC/CMC 
 Borough Clerk 
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Resolution 2019-31 

  
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 

COUNTY OF MERCER 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
 

APPOINTING A COUNCILMEMBER TO FILL A VACANCY UNTIL THE NOVEMBER  
GENERAL ELECTION 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a vacancy in the office of Councilmember due to the resignation of Connor 
Montferrat effective December 31, 2018; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Municipal Vacancy Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:16-1 et seq.), provides that the Municipal 
Committee of the party that previously filled the seat shall submit within fifteen (15) days three (3) names for 
Council’s consideration in filling the vacancy; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Republican Municipal Committee submitted the names of three (3) Nominees on 
January 11, 2019; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Municipal Vacancy Law, the Borough Council must, fill the vacancy by 
the appointment of a successor from the three (3) Nominees put forward from same political party which had 
nominated the incumbent whose office had become vacant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council has publicly interviewed the nominees presented by the Republican 
Municipal Committee and deliberated to fill the vacancy with a member who would best serve the residents of 
the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, by vote of Borough Council, the Council has decided to appoint ___________________ 
to fill the position of Councilmember until the General Election on November 5, 2019 when a successor will 
be elected by the voters to fulfill the vacant unexpired term of Councilmember ending December 31, 2020. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
that ____________________ is hereby appointed to serve in the position of Councilmember to fill the vacancy 
until the General Election on November 5, 2020 when a successor will be elected by the voters to fulfill the 
vacant unexpired term of Councilmember Connor Montferrat ending December 31, 2020. 
 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on January 22, 2019. 
 

       
 
 
      _______________________________________ 

                                                                        Debra L. Sopronyi 
                                                                       Borough Clerk 
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Resolution 2019-32 

  
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 

COUNTY OF MERCER 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
 

APPOINTING A COUNCILMEMBER TO FILL THE VACANCY OF AN UNEXPIRED TERM 
ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2019 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a vacancy in the office of Councilmember due to the resignation of Denise 
(Denny) Hansen effective December 31, 2018; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Municipal Vacancy Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:16-1 et seq.), provides that the Municipal 
Committee of the party that previously filled the seat shall submit within fifteen (15) days three (3) names for 
Council’s consideration in filling the vacancy; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Democratic Municipal Committee submitted the names of three (3) Nominees on 
January 10, 2019; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Municipal Vacancy Law, the Borough Council must, fill the vacancy by 
the appointment of a successor from the three (3) Nominees put forward from same political party which had 
nominated the incumbent whose office had become vacant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council has publicly interviewed the nominees presented by the 
Democratic Municipal Committee and deliberated to fill the vacancy with a member who would best serve the 
residents of the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, by vote of Borough Council, the Council has decided to appoint ___________________ 
to fill the position of Councilmember for the unexpired term ending December 31, 2019. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
that _________________________ is hereby appointed to serve in the position of Councilmember to fill the 
vacancy of the unexpired term ending December 31, 2019. 
 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on January 22, 2019. 
 

       
 
 
      _______________________________________ 

                                                                        Debra L. Sopronyi 
                                                                       Borough Clerk 
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Meeting Minutes 
Hightstown Borough Council  

December 17, 2018 
6:30 p.m. 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Quattrone at 6:32 p.m. and he read the Open Public Meetings Act 
statement which stated, “Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public 
Meetings Act, pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231.  Said notice was sent to the Trenton Times and the 
Windsor-Hights Herald, and is posted in the Borough Clerk’s office.”    

The flag salute followed Roll Call. 
 

 PRESENT ABSENT 
Councilmember Bluth   
Councilmember Hansen   
Councilmember Misiura   
Councilmember Montferrat   
Councilmember Musing       
Councilmember Stults   
Mayor Quattrone   

 

Also in attendance: Margaret (Peggy) Riggio, Deputy Borough Clerk; Debra Sopronyi Borough Clerk/Administrator 
and Fred Raffetto, Borough Attorney.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Resolution 2018-232 Authorizing a Meeting that Excludes the Public 

Moved by Councilmember Stults; Seconded by Councilmember Montferrat 

Roll Call Vote:  Councilmembers Bluth, Hansen, Misiura, Montferrat, Musing and Stults voted yes. 

Resolution adopted 6-0. 

Resolution 2018-232 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AUTHORIZING A MEETING WHICH EXCLUDES THE PUBLIC 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that this body will hold a meeting on 
December 17, 2018 at the Hightstown Firehouse located at 140 N. Main Street, Hightstown, that will be limited only 
to consideration of an item or items with respect to which the public may be excluded pursuant to section 7b of the 
Open Public Meetings Act. 

The general nature of the subject or subjects to be discussed:  

      Contract Negotiations – Police & Court Facilities (Robbinsville) 
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      Personnel – AWWTP  
      Personnel – Architect Municipal Facilities 
        
                     
Stated as precisely as presently possible the following is the time when and the circumstances under which the 
discussion conducted at said meeting can be disclosed to the public: March 17, 2019, or when the need for 
confidentiality no longer exists.  

The public is excluded from said meeting, and further notice is dispensed with, all in accordance with sections 8 and 
4a of the Open Public Meetings Act. 

Mayor Quattrone called the called the public meeting to order at 7:41 p.m. and again read the Open Public Meetings 
Statement. 

George Lang, CFO and Monika Patel, Assistant CFO, arrived during executive session and are now present. 

The Flag Salute followed roll call.  

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Quattrone requested to add Resolution 2018-240 and 2018-241 to the consent agenda.  Borough 
Administrator/Clerk, Debra Sopronyi, requested to add a personnel water at the AWWTP to discussion.   

Agenda as amended moved by Councilmember Montferrat; Seconded by Councilmember Musing.   

Roll Call Vote: Councilmembers Bluth, Hansen, Misiura, Montferrat, Musing and Stults voted yes. 

Agenda approved at amended 6-0. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

November 27, 2018 – Special Meeting 

Moved by Councilmember Musing; seconded by Council President Stults. 

Roll Call Vote: Councilmembers Bluth, Misiura, Musing and Stults voted yes; Councilmembers Hansen and 
Montferrat abstained. 

Minutes approved 4-0 with 2 abstentions. 

November 27, 2018 – Executive Session 

Moved by Councilmember Misiura; seconded by Council President Stults. 

Roll Call Vote: Councilmembers Bluth, Misiura and Stults voted yes; Councilmembers Hansen, Montferrat and 
Musing abstained.   

Minutes approved 3-0 with 3 abstentions. 
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December 3, 2018 – Public Session 

Moved by Councilmember Montferrat; seconded by Council President Stults. 

Roll Call Vote: Councilmembers Bluth, Hansen, Misiura, Montferrat, Musing and Stults voted yes. 

Minutes approved 6-0. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT I  

Mayor Quattrone opened public comment period I and the following individuals spoke: 

Keith LePrevost, 213 Greely Street – Thanked Council for having a discussion for boards and committee 
vacancies.  He is requesting that Tom Musa be considered for the opening on the Environmental Commission.  Tom 
is already a great volunteer to the commission.   

Scott Caster, 12 Clover Lane – Spoke about the imbalance between Hightstown and East Windsor for the East 
Windsor Regional School District.  Hightstown’s burden is far larger than East Windsor’s burden.   

There being no further comments, Mayor Quattrone closed the public comment period. 

 

ORDINANCES 

Ordinance 2018-23 Final Reading and Public Hearing – An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing 
Subsection 25-10, Entitled “Maintenance and Repair,” of Section 25, “Stormwater Control,” of the “Revised 
General Ordinances of the Borough of Hightstown, New Jersey.”  

Mayor Quattrone opened the public hearing for Ordinance 2018-23 and the following individuals spoke: 

Keith LePrevost, 213 Greeley Street – Thank you for strengthening this ordinance.  The Environmental 
Commission will be coming forward in January about changes to the Stormwater Ordinance. 

With no further comments, Mayor Quattrone closed the public hearing.   

Moved for adoption by Council President Stults; seconded by Councilmember Montferrat. 

Discussion ensued.  Councilmember Misiura stated that he is still not happy with the ordinance.  It is leaving the 
cost open ended.  He would like to see the property owners self certify and have our Engineer audit them.  Fred 
Raffetto, Borough Attorney, stated that this must be adopted by January 1st to stay in compliance with our 
stormwater permit.  We can adopt how it is presented and discuss further in 2019. 

Roll Call Vote: Councilmembers Bluth, Hansen, Misiura, Montferrat, Musing and Stults voted yes. 

Ordinance adopted 6-0. 

ORDINANCE 2018-23 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
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COUNTY OF MERCER 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING  
SUBSECTION 25-10, ENTITLED “MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR,”  

OF SECTION 25, “STORMWATER CONTROL,”  
OF THE “REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE  

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN, NEW JERSEY.”  
 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown (the “Borough”) maintains an MS4 New Jersey Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NJPDES) Stormwater Permit (the “Stormwater Permit”); and  

 
WHEREAS, the Stormwater Permit must remain in compliance each year; and  
 
WHEREAS, as of January 1, 2018, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (the 

“NJDEP”) updated and issued new requirements that the Borough must adhere to in order to comply with the 
Annual Permit Recertification; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is required to develop, update, implement, and enforce a program to ensure 

adequate long-term cleaning, operation, and maintenance of stormwater facilities not owned or operated by the 
Borough; and  

 
WHEREAS, at the recommendation of the Borough Engineer, and in order to remain in compliance with 

the Stormwater Permit, the Hightstown Borough Council has agreed to modify the existing language of certain 
provisions currently contained within the Borough Code.  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, in the County of Mercer and State of New Jersey, as follows:  
 

Section 1. Subsection 25-10, entitled “Maintenance and Repair,” of Section 25 “Stormwater 
Control,” of the “Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Hightstown,” is hereby amended and supplemented 
in the following respects (additions are shown with underline, deletions are shown with strikeout):  

 
 
 
 

Section 25 
STORMWATER CONTROL  

 
 25-10. Maintenance and Repair 
 

A. Applicability 
 

1.  Projects subject to review as in Section 1.C of this ordinance shall 
comply with the requirements of Sections 10.B and 10.C.  

 
B. General Maintenance 

 
1.  The design engineer shall prepare a maintenance plan for the 

stormwater management measures incorporated into the  design of a major 
development. 
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2.  The maintenance plan shall contain specific preventative 
 maintenance tasks and schedules; cost estimates, including 
 estimated cost of sediment, debris, or trash removal; and  the 
name, address, and telephone number of the person or  persons 
responsible for preventative and corrective maintenance (including 
replacement). Maintenance  guidelines for stormwater management 
measures are available in the New Jersey Stormwater Best Management 
 Practices Manual. If the maintenance plan identifies a person other than 
the developer (for example, a homeowners’ association) as having the 
responsibility for maintenance, the plan shall include documentation of such 
 person’s agreement to assume this responsibility, or of the 
 developer’s obligation to dedicate a stormwater  management 
facility to such person under an applicable  ordinance or regulation. 
 

3.  Responsibility for maintenance shall not be assigned or 
 transferred to the owner or tenant of an individual property in a 
residential development or project, unless such owner or tenant owns or 
leases the entire residential development or project.  
 

4.  If the person responsible for maintenance identified under Section 
10.B.2 above is not a public agency, the maintenance plan and any future 
revisions based on Section10.B.7 below shall be recorded upon the deed of 
record for each property on which the maintenance described in the 
maintenance plan must be undertaken. 
 

5.  Preventative and corrective maintenance shall be performed to maintain 
the function of the stormwater management measure, including repairs or 
replacement to the structure;  removal of sediment, debris, or trash; 
restoration of eroded areas; snow and ice removal; fence repair or 
replacement; restoration of vegetation; and repair or replacement of  
nonvegetated linings. 
 

6.  The person responsible for maintenance identified under Section 10.B.2 
above shall maintain a detailed log of all preventative and corrective 
maintenance for the structural  stormwater management measures 
incorporated into the  design of the development, including a record of all 
inspections and copies of all maintenance-related workorders. 
 

7.  The person responsible for maintenance identified under Section 10.B.2 
above shall evaluate the effectiveness of the maintenance plan at least once 
per year and adjust the plan and the deed as needed. 
 

8.  The person responsible for maintenance identified under Section 10.B.2 
above shall retain and make available, upon request by any public entity with 
administrative, health, environmental, or safety authority over the site, the 
maintenance plan and the documentation required by Sections 10.B.6 and 
10.B.7 above. 
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9.  The requirements of Sections 10.B.3 and 10.B.4 do not apply to 
stormwater management facilities that are dedicated to and accepted by the 
Borough. 
 

10.  For all stormwater management facilities not dedicated to the Borough, 
a two year maintenance guarantee for  maintenance and repair of the 
stormwater management facility shall be submitted to the Borough in 
accordance  with N.J.S.A. 40:55D-53. The maintenance guarantee shall be 
in addition to the submission of performance and maintenance guarantees 
required for subdivisions and site plans. 
 

11.  The owner of a private stormwater facility is required to inspect the 
facility after each major storm event and perform any maintenance and/or 
repairs that may be required, in addition to routine mowing and removal and 
disposal of accumulated debris from the facility. The owner shall file a 
report with the Borough annually which provides its inspection dates 
(which shall be performed quarterly), and any action(s) taken to rectify any 
condition(s) found. The Borough shall inspect the facility  once per year at 
the cost of the property owner, which cost shall be based upon the actual 
costs incurred by the  Borough in performing the inspection. The Borough 
shall also maintain a log and map to demonstrate compliance with 
maintenance requirements and shall document any actions taken by the 
Borough to enforce compliance. If inspection reveals that maintenance has 
not been maintained by the owner of the stormwater facility, then the 
Borough Official will issue an order to correct the deficiency within 30 
days. If the deficiency is not corrected within 30 days, the Borough will 
correct the deficiency and recover the cost under the Property Maintenance 
Section of the Borough Code (Section 14-12). The Borough, in its 
discretion, may extend the time allowed for effecting maintenance and 
repair for good cause as approved by the Borough Engineer or his/her 
designee.  
 

C. Nothing in this section shall preclude the Borough in which the major  development is 
located from requiring the posting of a performance or maintenance guarantee in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40:55D—53. 

 
 Section 2. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon final passage and publication in 
accordance with the law. 

 
Section 3. All other Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed to 

the extent of such inconsistency. 
 
Section 4. In the event that any portion of this Ordinance is found to be invalid for any reason by 

any Court of competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall be limited in its effect only to that portion of the Ordinance 
actually adjudged to be invalid, and the remaining portions of this Ordinance shall be deemed severable therefrom 
and shall not be affected. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

Resolution 2018-233 Payment of Bills 
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Moved by Councilmember Musing; Seconded by Council President Stults. 

Roll Call Vote: Councilmembers Bluth, Hansen, Misiura, Montferrat, Musing and Stults voted yes. 

Resolution adopted 6-0. 

Resolution 2018-233 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 

WHEREAS, certain bills are due and payable as per itemized claims listed on the following schedules, 
which are made a part of the minutes of this meeting as a supplemental record; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that 
the bills be paid on audit and approval of the Borough Administrator, the appropriate Department Head and the 
Treasurer in the amount of $399,153.26 from the following accounts: 

 

 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Councilmember Montferrat requested to remove Resolutions 2018-240 and 2018-241 from the consent agenda to be 
voted on separately.   

Councilmember Montferrat moved Resolutions 2018-234; 2018-235; 2018-236; 2018-237; 2018-238 and 2018-239 
as a Consent Agenda; Council President Stults seconded. 

Roll Call Vote: Councilmembers Bluth, Hansen, Misiura, Montferrat, Musing and Stults voted yes. 

W/S Operating 30,523.86

General Capital 70,349.00

Water/Sewer Capital 19,884.75

Grant 0.00

Trust 277.60

Housing Trust 0.00

Animal Control 0.00

Law Enforcement Trust 0.00

Housing Rehab Loans 0.00

Unemployment Trust 0.00

Escrow 183.75

Total $399,153.26
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Resolutions adopted 6-0. 

Resolution 2018-234 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

SUPPORTING THE “DRIVE SOBER OR GET PULLED OVER” 2018 STATEWIDE 
CRACKDOWN 

 

Whereas, impaired drivers on our nation’s roads killed 10,874 people in 2017; and 

Whereas, 20% of motor vehicle fatalities in New Jersey are alcohol-related; and 

Whereas, an enforcement crackdown is planned to combat impaired driving; and 

Whereas, the season at the end of the year is traditionally a time of social gatherings which often include alcohol; 
and 

Whereas, the State of New Jersey, Division of Highway Traffic Safety, has asked law enforcement agencies 
throughout the state to participate in the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over Year End Holiday Crackdown; and 

Whereas, the project will involve increased impaired driving enforcement from December 7, 2018 through January 
1, 2019; and 

Whereas, an increase in impaired driving enforcement and a reduction in impaired driving will save lives on our 
roadways; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown declares it’s 
support for the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over 2018 Year End Holiday Crackdown from December 7, 2018 through 
January 1, 2019 and pledges to increase awareness of the dangers of drinking and driving. 

Resolution 2018-235 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

REQUESTING APPROVAL FOR INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE 
IN THE 2018 BUDGET 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services may 
approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or municipality when such item 
shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the 
budget; and 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal amount; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown hereby 
request the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of a special item of 
revenue and equal appropriation in the budget of the Borough of Hightstown for the year 2018 as follows: 
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Source Amount Revenue Title Appropriation Title 
State of New Jersey 
 

$5,500.00 Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over Year End Holiday 
Crackdown 

Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over Year End Holiday 
Crackdown 

 
Resolution 2018-236 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH ENGINEER TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR 
THE 2019 LOCAL FREIGHT IMPACT FUND GRANT FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO 

ROGERS AVENUE 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown wishes to file an application with the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation for a Local Freight Impact Fund Grant for improvements to Rogers Avenue; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has authorized the Borough Engineer, Carmela Roberts of Roberts Engineering 
Group, for an amount not to exceed $6,500.00, to prepare the application for the FY2019 New Jersey Department of 
Transportation Local Freight Impact Fund Grant application. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Engineer is hereby authorized to file an application 
with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for a Local Freight Impact Fund Grant for improvements to 
Rogers Avenue at a cost not to exceed $6,500.00. 

Resolution 2018-237 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF TAX OVERPAYMENT FROM 2018 TO 2019 

 
WHEREAS, an overpayment of taxes was made for Block 40 Lot 17, 208 Academy Street, in the amount of 
$1,068.65; and  

WHEREAS, the payer, 11 Ginnie Lane, LLC, 41 Robbins Road South, Millstone, New Jersey, 08510 has 
requested that the 2018 overpayment of $1,068.65 be transferred to the 2019 balance; and 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has requested that said overpayment be transferred to the 2019 balance in the 
amount of $1,068.65. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that the Tax 
Collector is hereby authorized to transfer the 2018 overpayment in the amount of $1,068.65 to the 2018 balance for 
Block 40, Lot 17, 208 Academy Street, representing the tax overpayment as set forth herein. 

Resolution 2018-238 
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BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
      

 AUTHORIZING A TRANSFER OF FUNDS IN THE 2018 BUDGET 

WHEREAS N.J.S.A. 40A:4-58 provides that the governing body may authorize a transfer of funds in the 
budget during the last two months of the fiscal year. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that 
the following transfers in the 2018  budget are hereby authorized:    
 
Current:  From  To 
 Legal        
 Other Expenses                          14,000.00    

      
 Uniform Fire Safety Act      
 Salaries and Wages                            4,000.00    

      
 Municipal Court      
 Salaries and Wage                          15,000.00    

      
 Data Processing      
 Other Expenses                                      3,000.00  

      
 Financial Administration      
 Salaries and Wages                                      8,000.00  

      
 Engineering      
 Other Expenses                                      1,000.00  

      
 Board of Health      
 Salaries and Wages                                      3,000.00  

      
 Police       
 Salaries and Wages                                    15,000.00  

      
 
Housing       
 Salaries and Wages                                      3,000.00  

  TOTALS  $                 33,000.00    $                         33,000.00  
Resolution 2018-239 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
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COUNTY OF MERCER 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

REQUESTING APPROVAL FOR INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE 
IN THE 2018 BUDGET 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services may 
approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or municipality when such item 
shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the 
budget; and 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal amount; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown hereby 
request the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of a special item of 
revenue and equal appropriation in the budget of the Borough of Hightstown for the year 2018 as follows: 

Source Amount Revenue Title Appropriation Title 
New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection 
 

$9,199.88 Clean Communities Grant Clean Communities Grant 

 

Resolution 2018-240 Resolution Confirming Hightstown Fire Company No. 1 Elected Officers for 2019 

Moved by Council President Stults; Seconded by Councilmember Hansen. 

Roll Call Vote: Councilmembers Bluth, Hansen, Misiura, Montferrat, Musing and Stults voted yes. 

Resolution adopted 6-0. 

Resolution 2018-240 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

RESOLUTION CONFIRMING HIGHTSTOWN FIRE COMPANY NO. 1 ELECTED 
OFFICERS FOR 2019 

 

BE IT RESOLVED in accordance with Hightstown Borough Code 2-20.3 the following elected officers are hereby 
confirmed by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown: 

Hightstown Engine Company No. 1 – Department 
 

Chief 
 Scott Jenkins    1 yr.    December 31, 2019 
 

Deputy Chief 
 Gary Evers    1 yr.    December 31, 2019 
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Hightstown Engine Company No. 1 – Company 
 

President 
 John Archer    1 yr.    December 31, 2019 

 
Vice President 

  Scott Belgard    1 yr.    December 31, 2019 

Treasurer 
Gary Evers    1 yr.    December 31, 2019 

Secretary 
 Charles Sugg    1 yr.    December 31, 2019 

Resolution 2018-241 Authorizing a Shared Services Agreement with Robbinsville Township for Municipal 
Court Facilities  

Moved by Councilmember Hansen; Seconded by Council President Stults. 

Roll Call Vote: Councilmembers Bluth, Hansen, Misiura, Montferrat, Musing and Stults voted yes. 

Resolution adopted 6-0. 

Resolution 2018-241 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AUTHORIZING A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH ROBBINSVILLE 
TOWNSHIP FOR MUNICIPAL COURT FACILITIES 

WHEREAS, there is a need for Municipal Court Facilities; and 

WHEREAS, the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40:65-1 et seq. authorizes the approval 
of Shared Services Agreements by Resolution; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 2B:12-1(c) provides that "two or more municipalities, by ordinance or resolution, may agree 
to provide jointly for courtrooms, chambers, equipment, supplies and employees for their municipal courts and to 
agree to appoint judges and administrators without establishing a joint municipal court;" and 

WHEREAS, Hightstown and Robbinsville have previously entered into Shared Services Agreement(s) in order to 
share facilities and equipment relating to their respective municipal court operations (collectively, the "Services") 
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 2B:12-1(c) in order to conserve resources and to provide for a more efficient and more 
economically sound municipal court system, while each municipality has maintained its right to appoint its own 
judge, prosecutor and public defender; and 

WHEREAS, the Parties wish to continue this arrangement for the Services for the term of January 1, 2019 through 
December 31, 2019, and continuing thereafter until such time as the new Robbinsville Municipal Court facility has 
been constructed and is ready for occupancy, in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth in the within 
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Agreement, effective upon the following: (1) execution of the within Agreement; and (2) approval of the 
Administrative Office of the Courts (hereinafter, the "AOC") and the Assignment Judge of the Superior Court of 
New Jersey, Mercer County Vicinage (hereinafter, the "Assignment Judge"), whichever occurs later; and 

WHEREAS, the Governing Bodies of both Robbinsville and Hightstown find that it would be in the best interests 
of the Parties to continue to collectively provide for the Services under the terms and conditions in the agreement; 
and 

WHEREAS, the term of the prior arrangement between the Parties shall be extended pursuant to the Agreement for 
an additional 12 (twelve) month period, from January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019, and continuing thereafter 
until such time as the new Robbinsville Municipal Court facility has been constructed and is ready for occupancy, at 
which time the Parties will be required to enter into a new Agreement containing new terms and conditions; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s net cost under this agreement is $6,000 per month to be paid on the first of each month 
of the agreement, and such others fees as listed in the agreement; and   

WHEREAS funds for this expenditure will be made available in 2019 budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown as follows: 

1. The Shared Services Agreement with the Township of Robbinsville for Municipal Court Facilities 
for an additional 12 (twelve) month period, which shall continue thereafter until such time as the 
new Robbinsville Municipal Court facility has been constructed and is ready for occupancy, is 
hereby approved, in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40:65-1 et seq. 

2. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the agreement for same. 

3. This agreement is approved subject to the provision of adequate funds in the Borough’s 2019 
budget 

4. This agreement is contingent upon and subject to the approval of the AOC and the Assignment 
Judge. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD II  

Mayor Quattrone opened the public comment period II and the following individuals spoke: 

Keith LePrevost, 214 Greely Street – Questioned if the Environmental Commission can roll over the 
remainder of their 2018 budget into 2019.  CFO, George Lang, responded that this cannot be done.  All monies 
must be encumbered in 2018. 

Scott Caster, 12 Clover Lane – Stated that Council should consider merging with East Windsor before a new 
building is built. 

There being no further comments, Mayor Quattrone closed the public comment period. 

 

DISCUSSION 

AWWTP Personnel 
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Borough Clerk/Administrator, Debra Sopronyi, stated that this topic was scheduled to be heard in Executive 
Session but Mr. Weeks signed the RICE notice waiver to have the matter discussed in public.  Ms. Sopronyi 
went on to inform Council that Mr. Weeks has applied for retirement and  his last day with the Borough will be 
12/31/2018.   

Boards and Committee Appointment 2019 

Mayor Quattrone informed Council that he has spoken to all of the individuals whose commissions are 
expiring asking them to take on another term and they all agreed.  There are also suggestions for new 
appointments on the list that was provided to Council.  Discussion ensued.  Council agreed to move forward 
with the reappointments and new appointments at the Reorg meeting on January 1st.   

 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

Redevelopment Committee 

Councilmember Misiura stated that he and Council President Stults will be meeting with the PRC group on January 
15th.   

 

MAYOR/COUNCIL/ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

Councilmember Hansen 

Stated that she is resigning from her position as Councilmember effective December 31, 2018.  She has enjoined 
being involved and this was a great Council to work with. 

Councilmember Bluth 

The Cultural Arts Commission will be sponsoring a Holiday Sing-a-long at Memorial Park on December 21st from 7 
p.m. – 8 p.m.  Wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 

Councilmember Montferrat 

Had a great Board of Health meeting last week.  Environmental Commission meets next week.  Councilmember 
Montferrat went on to state that he is resigning from his position as Councilmember effective December 31, 2018.  
He will be moving out of Hightstown and will be ineligible to continue serving.  He stated that it has been a 
privilege to serve with this Mayor and Council. 

Councilmember Misiura 

Thanked Councilmember Hansen and Councilmember Montferrat for their service.  Stated that he recently bought a 
beautiful Christmas tree from the Fire Department.  Wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 

Council President Stults 

Reviewed the November 2018 Police Report.  Commented that both Judge Kurs and Officer Buck are back to work.  
The following from Chief Gendron was read: “On November 24, 2018 Sgt. Stephensen and Off. Doell responded to 
Fernado’s Grill on a report of an unresponsive male. When officers arrived they located 57 yr. male, lying on the 
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floor unresponsive. Officers began CPR and utilized their AED (defibrillator). Prior to the arrival of EMS, Sgt. 
Stephensen and Off. Doell were able to restore the victim’s pulse and breathing and he was transported to a hospital 
by EMS. I have attached a copy of the email I received from the victim’s wife below.” 
  
“Dear Sergeant Stephensen, 
  
On behalf of my children and myself, I would like to express my deepest appreciation to you and your partner for 
saving my husband’s life at Fernando’s on Saturday, November 24.  I have been told countless times in the past 
week from friends and medical professionals that if it were not for you and your partner that he would not have 
survived.  You arrived in the nick of time and performed your duty bravely and persevered until he was revived.  He 
is home after spending several days in Princeton Medical and then at Robert Wood Johnson where a defibrillator 
was implanted.  My husband, Phil, has had three prior heart attacks so we assumed that was the case, but it was 
not.  An electric circuit hit scar tissue from his first heart attack at 28 years of age and could not be rerouted.   You 
saved his life by administering the defibrillator.  Of course there is no price tag on the appreciation we feel but a 
delivery of treats is coming your way.  Please enjoy and have a very Merry Christmas.” 
 
Det. Mecca was recognized by the Mercer County Prosecutors Office for exemplary investigative work in the Neil 
Schloss cannabis investigation and seizure.  Downtown Hightstown is meeting in January to discuss events for 2019.  
Invitations went out to all Boards and Committees inviting them to participate.  Thank Councilmember Hansen and 
Councilmember Montferrat for their service.  It has been please to work with both of them. 
 

Borough Administrator/Clerk, Debra Sopronyi 

Hightstown/East Windsor Drug Alliance funds for 2019 will be $7,368 for Hightstown and $14,736 for East 
Windsor.  PSE&G are in the process of replacing gas lines through town.  At the moment, Broad Street and Bank 
Street are completed.  Missed everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Deputy Clerk, Peggy Riggio 

Informed Council that a total of 34 animals were vaccinated at the free rabies clinic.  Announced that there are 2 
more rabies clinics in West Windsor and Robbinsville.  Information is on the website. 

Deputy Tax Collector, Monika Patel 

Informed Council that the collection rate at this point is 98.11%. 

CFO, George Lang 

Getting ready for year end and 2019 Budget. 

Borough Attorney, Fred Raffetto 

Stated that it has been an honor to work with Councilmember Hansen and Councilmember Montferrat.  Thanked 
both of them for their support. 

Councilmember Musing 

Thanked Councilmembers Hansen and Montferrat for their service and stated that he will miss them both. 

Mayor Quattrone 
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Stated that losing Councilmembers Hansen and Montferrat is huge loss to Council and the town.  He thanked them 
both for their time and effort.  Wished them both the best of luck.  Wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Council President Stults moved to adjourn to Executive Session at 8:45; Councilmember Montferrat seconded.  All 
ayes. 
 
Council reconvened into public session at 9:23 p.m. Councilmember Montferrat moved to adjourn at 9:24 p.m.; 
Councilmember Hansen seconded.  All ayes. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Margaret M. Riggio 
Deputy Borough Clerk        
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Meeting Minutes 
Hightstown Borough Council  

January 1, 2019 
12:00 noon 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Quattrone at 12:00 noon and he read the Open Public Meetings Act 
statement which stated, “Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public 
Meetings Act, pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231.  Said notice was sent to the Trenton Times and the 
Windsor-Hights Herald, and is posted in the Borough Clerk’s office.”    

The flag salute followed Roll Call. 
 

 PRESENT ABSENT 
Councilmember Bluth   
Councilmember Misiura   
Councilmember Musing    
Councilmember Stults   
Mayor Quattrone      
   
   

 

Also in attendance: Margaret (Peggy) Riggio, Deputy Borough Clerk; Debra Sopronyi Borough Clerk/Administrator 
and George Lang, CFO. 

Assemblyman Daniel Benson swore Mayor-elect Lawrence Quattrone into office. 

Mayor Quattrone swore Councilmembers-elect Susan Bluth and Dimitri Musing into office. 

Mayor Quattrone gave an invocation.   

Mayor Quattrone recognized and welcomed Senator Linda Greenstein, Assemblyman Daniel Benson, Freeholder 
Ann Cannon, Freeholder Andrew Koontz, East Windsor Mayor Janice Mironov,  previous Hightstown Borough 
Mayors Steve Kirson, Scott Caster, Richard Augenbaugh and previous Councilmembers of Hightstown Borough 
including but not limited to: Connor Montferrat, Denny Hansen, Tory Watkins, Eugene Sarafin and Ryan 
Rosenberg.  Mayor Quattrone also welcomed Planning Board Chair Fred Montferrat and Parks and Recreation Chair 
Stacey Judge. 

Mayor Quattrone presented proclamations to Former Councilmembers Denny Hansen and Connor Montferrat 
honoring them for their time served on Hightstown Borough Council. 

Mayor Quattrone presented the Outstanding Citizen Award to Keith LePrevost for his work with the Environmental 
Commission and Sustainable Jersey. 

Mayor Quattrone presented a Mayor’s Appreciation Award to Cristina Fowler for her dedication to Downtown 
Hightstown and the Downtown Hightstown Business group. 

Mayor Quattrone presented a Mayor’s Appreciation Award to Ann Marie Miller for her dedication to the 
implementation and continued success of the Cultural Arts Commission. 

Mayor Quattrone presented a Mayor’s Appreciation Award to Adam Welch for his dedication to the Cultural Arts 
Commission and for the contribution of his time and talents for Empty Bowls. 
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APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Councilmember Misiura moved to amend the agenda removing Resolution 2018-08; Councilmember Musing 
seconded.   

Roll Call Vote: Councilmembers Bluth, Misiura, Musing and Stults voted yes to amend the agenda. 

Agenda amended 4-0. 

Councilmember Misiura moved the agenda as amended; Councilmember Musing seconded. 

Roll Call Vote: Councilmembers Bluth, Misiura, Musing and Stults voted yes to amend the agenda. 

Agenda approved as amended 4-0. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT I  

Mayor Quattrone opened public comment period I and the following individuals spoke: 

Eugene Sarafin, 628 South Main Street – Thanked Council for all they do.  Spoke regarding the democratic 
process and the two party system. 

There being no further comments, Mayor Quattrone closed the public comment period. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

Resolution 2019-01 Electing Council President for 2019 

Councilmember Stults moved Resolution 2019-01 nominating Councilmember Misiura as Council President.  
Councilmember Musing seconded.   

Roll Call Vote: Councilmembers Bluth, Misiura, Musing and Stults voted yes. 

Resolution adopted 4-0. 

Resolution 2019-01 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

ELECTING COUNCIL PRESIDENT FOR 2019 

WHEREAS, there exists a need to fill the position of Council President for 2019; and 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Borough Council to elect Steven Misiura to fill that position; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that Steven 
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Misiura is hereby elected as Council President for the year 2019. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Council President Misiura moved Resolutions 2019-02; 2019-03; 2019-04; 2019-05, 2019-06; 2019-07; 2019-09; 
2019-10; 2019-11; 2019-12; 2019-13; 2019-14; 2019-15; 2019-16; 2019-17; 2019-18, 2019-19, 2019-20; 2019-21; 
2019-22; 2019-23; 2019-24; 2019-25; 2019-26; 2019-27 and 2019-28 as a Consent Agenda; Councilmember Stults 
seconded. 

Roll Call Vote: Councilmembers Bluth, Misiura, Musing and Stults voted yes. 

Resolutions adopted 4-0. 

Resolution 2019-02 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

ADOPTING ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that, in any question concerning the 
organization, proceedings or decorum in connection with meetings of the Borough Council, which question is not 
otherwise covered by Resolution of Council or general law, Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern, and that the 
Borough Attorney shall serve as ex officio parliamentarian, and shall be prepared, at the request of any member of 
Council, to render his opinion on any question of procedure. 

Resolution 2019-03  

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

ADOPTING GUIDELINES FOR THE CONDUCT OF BUSINESS AT HIGHTSTOWN BOROUGH 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:60-6, the Borough Council is the legislative body of the municipality and 
may adopt a resolution for any purpose required for the government of the municipality and possesses all of the 
executive responsibilities of the municipality not placed, by law, in the Office of the Mayor; and 

  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council wish to establish guidelines for conduct at all public meetings 
held by the Governing Body. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown that 
the following rules and procedures shall govern at all Borough Council Meetings for the year 2019: 
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A. Conduct at Meetings. 

1. The Mayor shall serve as Presiding Officer and shall conduct all meetings. 

2. The Council President shall serve as Presiding Officer and conduct the meeting when the Mayor is 
absent. 

 

3. If the Mayor and Council President are both absent, the Municipal Clerk shall call the meeting to order 
and appoint the senior member of Council to serve as Presiding Officer.  The Temporary Chairperson 
shall conduct the meeting, but shall have no powers beyond those necessary to conduct the meeting. 

 

4. A majority of the whole number of members of the Borough Council shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business at a meeting. 

 

5. If a quorum is not present fifteen minutes after the appointed time for any meeting, the Presiding 
Officer or the Municipal Clerk may declare the meeting cancelled due to a lack of a quorum. 

 

6. While the Borough Council is in session, the members thereof shall preserve order and decorum, and a 
member shall not, by conversation or otherwise, delay or interrupt the proceedings or the peace of the 
Borough Council, nor disturb any member while speaking, or refuse to obey the order of the Borough 
Council or its Presiding Officer, unless such action is in accordance with proper Parliamentary 
procedure. 

 
7. Members of the Governing Body shall not utilize their cell phones while the meeting is in session, 

either during an Executive session or during the open public portion of any meeting, whether verbally 
or by text, except for emergent circumstances.  If an emergency should arise necessitating the use of a 
cell phone, then the member shall excuse himself or herself from the dais and leave the meeting room 
to engage in cell phone communications. 

 

8. The Borough Attorney shall be the Parliamentarian. 
 

9. Meetings shall be conducted in accordance with relevant State statutes and these regulations, along 
with Robert’s Rules of Order for items not covered by State statute or in these regulations. 

 

B. Addressing the Mayor and Council. 
 

Any person desiring to address the Mayor and Council shall proceed to the podium during the appropriate time 
and give his or her name and address.  Remarks shall be confined to the order of business prescribed by this 
section: 

 

1. There shall be two (2) “Public Comment periods” held during each regular meeting of the Mayor and 
Council.   
 

a. During the first “Public Comment” period of the meeting, any person may address the Mayor 
and Council on any matter that is on the agenda adopted for the current meeting; said 
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comment shall be limited to a maximum of three minutes.  A response may be provided, 
either directly following the public comment period or during the 
“Mayor/Council/Administrative Comments” portion of the meeting. 
 

b. During the second “Public Comment” period of the meeting, any person may address the 
Mayor and Council on any matter that the person feels may be of concern to the residents of 
the municipality; said comment shall be limited to a maximum of three minutes.  A response 
may be provided, either directly following the public comment period or during the 
“Mayor/Council/Administrative Comments” portion of the meeting.   
  

2. Any person(s) who disrupts the orderly conduct of any meeting shall be called to order by the 
Presiding Officer.  If such conduct continues to disrupt the meeting despite the Presiding Officer’s 
warning(s), then the Presiding Officer, at his or her discretion, may order such person removed from 
the meeting. 

 
3. During a statutorily prescribed public hearing on a particular agenda item (such as the public hearing 

associated with the potential adoption of any Ordinance), or during any other specifically described 
public hearing, comments made by members of the public shall be limited to the particular subject 
matter of the hearing. 

 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Council of Hightstown Borough may, 
according to law, amend these guidelines as needed from time to time. 

Resolution 2019-04 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

APPROVING THE BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE 
FOR THE YEAR 2019 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that the meetings of the Mayor and 
Borough Council for the remainder of 2019 and for the first meeting in 2020 will be held at 7:30 p.m., unless 
otherwise noted, at the Hightstown Firehouse at 140 North Main Street, Hightstown, on the following dates: 

2019 SCHEDULED COUNCIL MEETING DATES 

 
   TUESDAY    January 22 
 
   MONDAY    February 4 
   TUESDAY    February 19 
 
   MONDAY    March 4 
   MONDAY    March 18 
 
   MONDAY    April 1  
   MONDAY    April 15 
 
   MONDAY    May 6 
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   MONDAY    May 20 
 
   MONDAY    June 3 
   MONDAY    June 17 
 
   MONDAY    July 15    
 
   MONDAY    August 19 
 
   TUESDAY    September 3 
   MONDAY    September 16  
 
   MONDAY    October 7 
   MONDAY    October 21 
 
   MONDAY    November 4 
   MONDAY    November 18 
 
   MONDAY    December 2 
   MONDAY    December 16 
 
    2020 Meetings 
    
   WEDNESDAY, January 1 at 12 Noon  Reorganization Meeting  
    

Resolution 2019-05 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DESIGNATING OFFICIAL BOROUGH NEWSPAPERS 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that the Trenton Times and the 
Windsor-Hights Herald are hereby designated as the official newspapers of the municipality for the year 2019. 

Resolution 2019-06 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

RESOLUTION MAKING AND CONFIRMING BOROUGH OFFICIALS 
APPOINTMENTS FOR 2019  

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following appointments are hereby made and confirmed by the Mayor and Council of 
the Borough of Hightstown: 

Deputy Municipal Clerk 
 Margaret Riggio    1 yr.    December 31, 2019 

 
Joint Insurance Fund Commissioner 

 Debra L. Sopronyi   1 yr.    December 31, 2019 
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Alternate Joint Insurance Fund Commissioner 

  Margaret Riggio    1 yr.    December 31, 2019 

Assessment Search Officer 
Debra L. Sopronyi   1 yr.    December 31, 2019 

Public Agency Compliance Officer (P.A.C.O.) 
 Debra L. Sopronyi   1 yr.    December 31, 2019 
 

Recycling Coordinator 
  Ken Lewis  1 yr.    December 31, 2019 

Clean Communities Coordinator 
  Ken Lewis  1 yr.    December 31, 2019 

Safety Coordinator 
  Ken Lewis  1 yr.    December 31, 2019 

Public Defender 
 Richard Kelly    1 yr.    December 31, 2019 
 

Alternate Public Defender 
 Gus Siggelakis    1 yr.    December 31, 2019 

 

Alternate Prosecutors 

 #1 – Christopher Koutsouris, Esq.  1 yr.                                         December 31, 2019 
#2 – Lyle Hough, Esq.   1 yr.                                      December 31, 2019  

  #3 – Bertha Scott, Esq.   1 yr.    December 31, 2019 
  #4 – Al Vuocolo, Esq.   1 yr.    December 31, 2019 

#5 – Lenore Hannah, Esq.   1 yr.         December 31, 2019 
  #6 – Kim Lackin, Esq.   1 yr.    December 31, 2019 
  #7 – Jeff Rubin, Esq.   1 yr.      December 31, 201 
  

Zoning Officer 
George Chin    1 yr.    December 31, 2019 

Housing Inspectors 
 George Chin    1 yr.    December 31, 2019 
 David Bell    1 yr.    December 31, 2019  

Building Inspector  
  George Chin  1 yr.    December 31, 2019 

Fire Protection Official 
  Chad Reed  1 yr.    December 31, 2019 

Summer Recreation Director 
  Larry Gunnell  1 yr.    December 31, 2019 

Borough Historian 
  Charles Stults III  1 yr.    December 31, 2019 
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Class I Officer 
Chad Reed    1 yr.    December 31, 2019 
 

Class II Officer 
Joel Townsend     1 yr.    December 31, 2019 
 

School Crossing Guards 
Carl Jantz    1 yr.    December 31, 2019 
Donna Reed    1 yr.    December 31, 2019 
Roberto Rodriguez   1 yr.    December 21, 2019 

Resolution 2019-07 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

ESTABLISHING 2019 SCHEDULE OF HOLIDAYS 
AND BOROUGH BUSINESS HOURS 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that the following will be considered 
the official holidays for the year 2019 and the first week of 2020:  

    January 1  New Years’ Day (Tuesday) 

    January 21  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (Monday) 

    February 18  Presidents Day (Monday) 

    April 19   Good Friday (Friday) 

    May 27   Memorial Day (Monday) 

    July 4   Independence Day (Thursday) 

    September 2  Labor Day (Monday) 

    October 14  Columbus Day (Monday) 

    November 11  Veterans Day (Monday) 

    November 28  Thanksgiving Day (Thursday) 

    November 29  Day after Thanksgiving (Friday) 

    December 25  Christmas Day (Wednesday) 

    January 1  New Years Day (Wednesday) 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the official business hours for Borough offices will be 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, except as set forth above.  

Resolution 2019-09 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

APPOINTING AND AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL 
LEGAL SERVICES – FREDERICK C. RAFFETTO, ESQ. 
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WHEREAS, there exists the need for professional legal services for 2019 pertaining to general municipal, water 
and sewer, redevelopment and litigation/union matters; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council wishes to appoint Frederick C. Raffetto, Esq. of the firm Ansell Grimm & 
Aaron, Inc. of Ocean, New Jersey as Borough Attorney effective January 1, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, the cost for the proposed services shall not exceed $75,000.00 without further approval by the 
Borough Council; and, 

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose will be made available in the 2019 budget; and, 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law authorizes the awarding of a contract for “professional services” 
without public advertising for bids and bidding, provided that the Resolution authorizing the contract and the 
contract itself are available for public inspection in the office of the Municipal Clerk and that notice of the awarding 
of the contract be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality; and 

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the value of this contract may exceed $17,500, and therefore the contract is 
also subject to the provisions of the State’s Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et seq.; and 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is for one (1) year, or until the appointment and qualification of a 
successor, and it may only be renewed upon further action of the Borough Council; and 

WHEREAS, this contract is intended to be awarded as a “non-fair and open contract” pursuant to and in accordance 
with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law;  

WHEREAS, the firm of Ansell Grimm & Aaron, Inc. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure 
Certification pursuant to the Local Unit Pay-to-Play law (specifically, at N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.8), and has further 
submitted a certification that the firm is in compliance with the Borough’s own Pay-to-Play ordinance (Section 2-59 
of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Hightstown);  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, in the County of Mercer and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. That the Mayor is authorized to execute and the Borough Clerk to attest an Agreement between the 
Borough of Hightstown and Frederick Raffetto, Esq. regarding the above-referenced professional legal 
services, as set forth herein. 

2. That this contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional Service" in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because Ansell, Grimm & Aaron, Inc. 
is a firm whose attorneys are authorized by law to practice a recognized profession. 

3. That this contract is being awarded in accordance with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law and Section 2-
59 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Hightstown, and the Business Disclosure 
Entity Certification, and other certifications required pursuant to same shall be placed on file with the 
contract. 

Resolution 2019-10 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

APPOINTING AND AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL 
BOND COUNSEL AND REDEVELOPMENT LEGAL COUNSEL SERVICES – 

EDWARD J. MCMANIMON III, ESQ. 
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WHEREAS, there exists the need for professional bond counsel and redevelopment legal counsel services for 2019; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council wishes to appoint Edward J. McManimon III, Esq. of the firm McManimon, 
Scotland & Baumann, LLC of Roseland, New Jersey as Bond Counsel and Redevelopment Counsel effective 
January 1, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, the cost for the proposed services shall not exceed $7,500.00 without further approval by the Borough 
Council; and, 

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose will be made available in the 2019 budget; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has reviewed and approved the contract for execution by the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law authorizes the awarding of a contract for “professional services” 
without public advertising for bids and bidding, provided that the Resolution authorizing the contract and the 
contract itself are available for public inspection in the office of the Municipal Clerk and that notice of the awarding 
of the contract be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality; and 

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the value of this contract may exceed $17,500, and therefore the contract is 
also subject to the provisions of the State’s Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et seq.; and 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is for one (1) year, or until the appointment and qualification of a 
successor, and it may only be renewed upon further action of the Borough Council; and 

WHEREAS, this contract is intended to be awarded as a “non-fair and open contract” pursuant to and in accordance 
with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law;  

WHEREAS, the firm of McManimon, Scotland & Baumann, LLC has completed and submitted a Business Entity 
Disclosure Certification pursuant to the Local Unit Pay-to-Play law (specifically, at N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.8), and has 
further submitted a certification that the firm is in compliance with the Borough’s own Pay-to-Play ordinance 
(Section 2-59 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Hightstown);  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, in the County of Mercer and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. That the Mayor is authorized to execute and the Borough Clerk to attest an Agreement between 
the Borough of Hightstown and Edward J. McManimon III, Esq. regarding the above-referenced 
professional bond counsel and redevelopment counsel services, as set forth herein. 

2. That this contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional Service" in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because McManimon, Scotland & 
Baumann, LLC is a firm whose attorneys are authorized by law to practice a recognized profession. 

3. That this contract is being awarded in accordance with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law and Section 2-
59 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Hightstown, and the Business Disclosure 
Entity Certification, and other certifications required pursuant to same shall be placed on file with the 
contract. 

Resolution 2019-11 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
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APPOINTING AND AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL 
MUNICIPAL PROSECUTOR SERVICES – ROBERT H. YOSTEMBSKI, ESQ. 

WHEREAS, there exists the need for specialized Municipal Prosecutor services relative to the municipal court 
during 2019; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough Council wishes to appoint Robert H. Yostembski, Esq. of Trenton, New Jersey as 
Municipal Prosecutor effective January 1, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, the cost for the proposed services shall not exceed $17,000.00 without further approval by the 
Borough Council; and, 

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose will be made available in the 2019 budget; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has reviewed and approved the contract for execution by the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law authorizes the awarding of a contract for “professional services” 
without public advertising for bids and bidding, provided that the Resolution authorizing the contract and the 
contract itself are available for public inspection in the office of the Municipal Clerk and that notice of the awarding 
of the contract be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality; and 

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the value of this contract may exceed $17,500, and therefore the contract is 
also subject to the provisions of the State’s Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et seq.; and 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is for one (1) year, or until the appointment and qualification of a 
successor, and it may only be renewed upon further action of the Borough Council; and 

WHEREAS, this contract is intended to be awarded as a “non-fair and open contract” pursuant to and in accordance 
with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law;  

WHEREAS, Robert H. Yostembski, Esq. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification 
pursuant to the Local Unit Pay-to-Play law (specifically, at N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.8), and has further submitted a 
certification that the firm is in compliance with the Borough’s own Pay-to-Play ordinance (Section 2-59 of the 
Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Hightstown);  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, in the County of Mercer and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. That the Mayor is authorized to execute and the Borough Clerk to attest an Agreement between 
the Borough of Hightstown and Robert H. Yostembski, Esq. regarding the above-referenced 
professional Municipal Prosecutor services, as set forth herein. 

2. That this contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional Service" in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because Robert H. Yostembski, Esq.  
is authorized by law to practice a recognized profession. 

3. That this contract is being awarded in accordance with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law and Section 2-
59 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Hightstown, and the Business Disclosure 
Entity Certification, and other certifications required pursuant to same shall be placed on file with the 
contract. 

Resolution 2019-12 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
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APPOINTING AND AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL 
ENGINEERING SERVICES – CARMELA ROBERTS  

WHEREAS, there exists the need for specialized engineering services during 2019; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough Council wishes to appoint Carmela Roberts of Roberts Engineering Group of Hamilton, 
New Jersey as Borough Engineer effective January 1, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, the cost for the proposed services shall not exceed $50,000.00 without further approval by the 
Borough Council; and, 

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose will be made available in the 2019 budget; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has reviewed and approved the contract for execution by the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law authorizes the awarding of a contract for “professional services” 
without public advertising for bids and bidding, provided that the Resolution authorizing the contract and the 
contract itself are available for public inspection in the office of the Municipal Clerk and that notice of the awarding 
of the contract be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality; and 

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the value of this contract may exceed $17,500, and therefore the contract is 
also subject to the provisions of the State’s Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et seq.; and 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is for one (1) year, or until the appointment and qualification of a 
successor, and it may only be renewed upon further action of the Borough Council; and 

WHEREAS, this contract is intended to be awarded as a “non-fair and open contract” pursuant to and in accordance 
with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law;  

WHEREAS, Roberts Engineering Group has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification 
pursuant to the Local Unit Pay-to-Play law (specifically, at N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.8), and has further submitted a 
certification that the firm is in compliance with the Borough’s own Pay-to-Play ordinance (Section 2-59 of the 
Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Hightstown);  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, in the County of Mercer and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. That the Mayor is authorized to execute and the Borough Clerk to attest an Agreement between 
the Borough of Hightstown and Carmela Roberts regarding the above-referenced professional 
engineering services, as set forth herein. 

2. That this contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional Service" in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because Roberts Engineering Group 
is a firm whose engineers are authorized by law to practice a recognized profession. 

3. That this contract is being awarded in accordance with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law and Section 2-
59 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Hightstown, and the Business Disclosure 
Entity Certification, and other certifications required pursuant to same shall be placed on file with the 
contract. 

Resolution 2019-13 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
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COUNTY OF MERCER 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

APPOINTING AND AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL 
LABOR COUNSEL SERVICES – ERIC M. BERNSTEIN, ESQ.  

WHEREAS, there exists the need for specialized municipal labor counsel services during 2019; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough Council wishes to appoint Eric M. Bernstein, Esq. of Warren, New Jersey as Borough 
Labor Counsel effective January 1, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, the cost for the proposed services shall not exceed $40,000.00 without further approval by the 
Borough Council; and, 

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose will be made available in the 2019 budget; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has reviewed and approved the contract for execution by the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law authorizes the awarding of a contract for “professional services” 
without public advertising for bids and bidding, provided that the Resolution authorizing the contract and the 
contract itself are available for public inspection in the office of the Municipal Clerk and that notice of the awarding 
of the contract be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality; and 

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the value of this contract may exceed $17,500, and therefore the contract is 
also subject to the provisions of the State’s Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et seq.; and 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is for one (1) year, or until the appointment and qualification of a 
successor, and it may only be renewed upon further action of the Borough Council; and 

WHEREAS, this contract is intended to be awarded as a “non-fair and open contract” pursuant to and in accordance 
with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law;  

WHEREAS, Eric M. Bernstein, Esq. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification 
pursuant to the Local Unit Pay-to-Play law (specifically, at N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.8), and has further submitted a 
certification that the firm is in compliance with the Borough’s own Pay-to-Play ordinance (Section 2-59 of the 
Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Hightstown);  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, in the County of Mercer and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. That the Mayor is authorized to execute and the Borough Clerk to attest an Agreement between 
the Borough of Hightstown and Eric M. Bernstein, Esq. regarding the above-referenced 
professional municipal labor counsel services, as set forth herein. 

2. That this contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional Service" in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because Eric M. Bernstein, Esq. is 
authorized by law to practice a recognized profession. 

3. That this contract is being awarded in accordance with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law and Section 2-
59 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Hightstown, and the Business Disclosure 
Entity Certification, and other certifications required pursuant to same shall be placed on file with the 
contract. 

Resolution 2019-14 
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BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

APPOINTING AND AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL 
AUDITOR SERVICES – GERARD STANKIEWICZ, CPA, RMA, PSA (SAMUEL 

KLEIN AND COMPANY) 

WHEREAS, there exists the need for specialized auditing services for the Borough for the year 2018; and  

WHEREAS, it is the desire of Borough Council to appoint Gerard Stankiewicz, CPA, RMA, PSA of Samuel Klein 
and Company of Freehold, New Jersey as Borough Auditor effective January 1, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, the cost for the proposed services shall not exceed $27,500.00 without further approval by the 
Borough Council; and, 

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose will be made available in the 2019 budget; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has reviewed and approved the contract for execution by the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law authorizes the awarding of a contract for “professional services” 
without public advertising for bids and bidding, provided that the Resolution authorizing the contract and the 
contract itself are available for public inspection in the office of the Municipal Clerk and that notice of the awarding 
of the contract be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality; and 

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the value of this contract may exceed $17,500, and therefore the contract is 
also subject to the provisions of the State’s Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et seq.; and 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is for one (1) year, and until the appointment and qualification of a 
successor, and it may only be renewed upon further action of the Borough Council; and 

WHEREAS, this contract is intended to be awarded as a “non-fair and open contract” pursuant to and in accordance 
with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law;  

WHEREAS, Gerard Stankiewicz, CPA, RMA, PSA of Samuel Klein and Company has completed and submitted a 
Business Entity Disclosure Certification pursuant to the Local Unit Pay-to-Play law (specifically, at N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.8), and has further submitted a certification that the firm is in compliance with the Borough’s own Pay-
to-Play ordinance (Section 2-59 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Hightstown);  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, in the County of Mercer and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. That the Mayor is authorized to execute and the Borough Clerk to attest an Agreement between 
the Borough of Hightstown and Gerard Stankiewicz, CPA, RMA, PSA of Samuel Klein and 
Company regarding the above-referenced professional auditor services, as set forth herein. 

2. That this contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional Service" in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because Gerard Stankiewicz, CPA, 
RMA, PSA of Samuel Klein and Company is a firm whose auditors are authorized by law to practice a 
recognized profession. 

3. That this contract is being awarded in accordance with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law and Section 2-
59 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Hightstown, and the Business Disclosure 

036



January 1, 2019 15 Reorganization Meeting  
 

Entity Certification, and other certifications required pursuant to same shall be placed on file with the 
contract. 

Resolution 2019-15 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

APPOINTING AND AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING LEGAL SERVICES – JOLANTA MAZIARZ, ESQ.  

WHEREAS, there exists the need for specialized affordable housing legal services during 2019; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough Council wishes to appoint Jolanta Maziarz, Esq. of Ventura, Miesowitz, Keough & 
Warner, PC of Summit, New Jersey as the Affordable Housing Attorney effective January 1, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, the cost for the proposed services shall not exceed $10,000.00 without further approval by the 
Borough Council; and, 

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose will be made available in the 2019 budget; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has reviewed and approved the contract for execution by the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law authorizes the awarding of a contract for “professional services” 
without public advertising for bids and bidding, provided that the Resolution authorizing the contract and the 
contract itself are available for public inspection in the office of the Municipal Clerk and that notice of the awarding 
of the contract be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality; and 

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the value of this contract may exceed $17,500, and therefore the contract is 
also subject to the provisions of the State’s Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et seq.; and 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is for one (1) year, and until the appointment and qualification of a 
successor, and it may only be renewed upon further action of the Borough Council; and 

WHEREAS, this contract is intended to be awarded as a “non-fair and open contract” pursuant to and in accordance 
with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law;  

WHEREAS, Ventura, Miesowitz, Keough & Warner, PC has completed and submitted a Business Entity 
Disclosure Certification pursuant to the Local Unit Pay-to-Play law (specifically, at N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.8), and has 
further submitted a certification that the firm is in compliance with the Borough’s own Pay-to-Play ordinance 
(Section 2-59 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Hightstown);  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, in the County of Mercer and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. That the Mayor is authorized to execute and the Borough Clerk to attest an Agreement between 
the Borough of Hightstown and Jolanta Maziarz, Esq. regarding the above-referenced professional 
affordable housing legal services, as set forth herein. 

2. That this contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional Service" in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because Ventura, Miesowitz, Keough 
& Warner, PC is a firm who is authorized by law to practice a recognized profession. 
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3. That this contract is being awarded in accordance with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law and Section 2-
59 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Hightstown, and the Business Disclosure 
Entity Certification, and other certifications required pursuant to same shall be placed on file with the 
contract. 

Resolution 2019-16 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

APPOINTING AND AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL 
PLANNING SERVICES – BRIAN M. SLAUGH 

WHEREAS, there exists the need for professional Municipal Planning services for 2019; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council wishes to appoint Brian M. Slaugh of the firm Clarke Caton Hintz, of Trenton, 
New Jersey as Borough Planner effective January 1, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, the cost for the proposed services, with the exclusion of escrow and other funds as posted from outside 
sources, shall not exceed $25,000.00 without further approval by the Borough Council; and, 

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose will be made available in the 2019 budget; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has reviewed and approved the contract for execution by the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law authorizes the awarding of a contract for “professional services” 
without public advertising for bids and bidding, provided that the Resolution authorizing the contract and the 
contract itself are available for public inspection in the office of the Municipal Clerk and that notice of the awarding 
of the contract be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality; and 

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the value of this contract may exceed $17,500, and therefore the contract is 
also subject to the provisions of the State’s Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et seq.; and 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is for one (1) year, and until a the appointment and qualification of 
a successor, and it may only be renewed upon further action of the Borough Council; and 

WHEREAS, this contract is intended to be awarded as a “non-fair and open contract” pursuant to and in accordance 
with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law;  

WHEREAS, Clarke Caton Hintz has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification pursuant 
to the Local Unit Pay-to-Play law (specifically, at N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.8), and has further submitted a certification 
that the firm is in compliance with the Borough’s own Pay-to-Play ordinance (Section 2-59 of the Revised General 
Ordinances of the Borough of Hightstown);  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, in the County of Mercer and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. That the Mayor is authorized to execute and the Borough Clerk to attest an Agreement between 
the Borough of Hightstown and Brian M. Slaugh of the firm Clarke Caton Hintz, of Trenton, New 
Jersey regarding the above-referenced professional municipal planning services, as set forth 
herein. 

2. That this contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional Service" in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because Clarke Caton Hintz, LLC is a 
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firm whose municipal planners are authorized by law to practice a recognized profession. 

3. That this contract is being awarded in accordance with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law and Section 2-
59 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Hightstown, and the Business Disclosure 
Entity Certification, and other certifications required pursuant to same shall be placed on file with the 
contract. 

 

Resolution 2019-17 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

RESOLUTION MAKING AND CONFIRMING APPOINTMENTS FOR 2019 - 
BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following appointments are hereby made and confirmed by the Mayor 
and Council of the Borough of Hightstown: 

Planning Board 

Steve Misiura 1 yr. December 31, 2019 

Environmental Commission 

Gary Grubb 3 yrs. December 31, 2021 
Keith LePrevost 3 yrs. December 31, 2021 
Donna LePrevost Alt. #1 2 yrs. December 31, 2020 
Vacant Ux. 2 yrs. December 31, 2019 
 

Housing Authority 

Eva Teller 5 yrs. December 31, 2023 
 

Board of Health 

Dr. John Laudenberger 3 yrs. December 31, 2021 
Elizabeth Morley 3 yrs. December 31, 2021 
Edyth Duffy, Alt #1 2 yrs. December 31, 2020 
Vacant Ux. 3 yrs. December 31, 2020 
 
 

Cultural Arts Commission 

Michelle Jordan – Parks & Recreation 1 yr. December 31, 2019 
Vacant – Peddie School 1 yr. December 31, 2019 
Heather Lisk – School Staff 1 yr. December 31, 2019 
Daniel Trent (Artist) 3 yrs. December 31, 2021 
Carlos Fernandez (Art Appreciation) 3 yrs. December 31, 2021 
Cathy Tsao (Artist/Art Appreciation) 3 yrs. December 31, 2021 
Sue Howard – Alt. #2 1 yr. December 31, 2019 
Vacant (Art Appreciation) Ux. 3 yrs. December 31, 2019 
Vacant (Alt. #1) 1 yr. December 31, 2019 
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BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS 

JANUARY 1, 2019 
Police Commissioner 

 
Councilmember Stults 1 yr. December 31, 2019 

 
Planning Board 

 
Bill Searing, Class II member 1 yr. December 31, 2019 
Raymond Cabot – Alt. #2 2 yrs. December 31, 2020 
Ryan Rosenberg Ux. 4 yrs. December 31, 2020 
  
  

 
Historic Preservation Commission 

Vacant (Class C) Ux. 4 yrs. December 31, 2020 
Vacant (Alt. #1) Ux. 2 yrs. December 31, 2019 
Vacant (Alt. #2) 2 yrs. December 31, 2020 
 

 

Parks & Recreation Commission 

Jordan Adler 5 yrs. December 31, 2023 
Stephanie Span Ux. 5 yrs. December 31, 2021 
Vacant (Alt. #2) Ux. 5 yrs. December 31, 2020 
 

Resolution 2019-18 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DESIGNATING CERTIFYING AGENT FOR PENSION FUNDS 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of the Hightstown that, in accordance with 
requirements of the Public Employee's Retirement System and the Policeman's and Fireman's Retirement System, 
Borough Chief Financial Officer George J. Lang is hereby designated as Certifying Agent for Pension Funds, and 
shall be responsible for processing and submitting all documents, as required, pertaining to the aforesaid retirement 
systems. 

Resolution 2019-19 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF INTERIM CHECKS 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that authorization be given to the 
Chief Finance Officer to issue checks for the purpose of payroll and/or emergency payments between Council 
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meetings during 2019, and that these payments will appear on the bill list to be approved by the Mayor and Council 
at the next regularly scheduled Council meeting. 

Resolution 2019-20 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AUTHORIZING PETTY CASH FUNDS 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that the Borough Clerk, the Finance 
Office and the Superintendent of the Wastewater Treatment Plant are authorized to be custodians of funds, as 
follows, for the purpose of petty cash expenditures: 

Borough Clerk's Office - $50.00 

Finance Office - $100.00 

Water & Sewer Department - $50.00 

Resolution 2019-21 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AUTHORIZING 2019 TEMPORARY OPERATING BUDGET – CURRENT 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19 provides that: 

“The governing body may and, if any contracts, commitments or payments are to be made prior 

to the adoption of the budget, shall by resolution adopted within the first 30 days of the beginning 

of the fiscal year, make appropriations to provide for the period between the beginning of the 

fiscal year and the adoption of the budget. 

The total of appropriations so made shall not exceed 26.25% of the total of the 
appropriations made for all purposes in the budget for the preceding fiscal year 
excluding in both instances, appropriations made for interest and debt redemption 
charges, capital improvement fund and public assistance.” 

; and   

WHEREAS, 26.25 percent of the total appropriations in the 2018 current budget, exclusive of appropriations for 
capital improvement fund and debt service, is $1,758,571.93; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown, County of 
Mercer, State of New Jersey as follows: 
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1. The 2019 Temporary Operating Budget (Current), as detailed on the annexed Schedule, totaling 
$1,758,300.00 for Operating and $901,660.00 for Capital and Debt Service is hereby adopted in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19. 

2. Certified copies of this Resolution shall be provided forthwith to the Chief Financial Officer and 
Borough Auditor.    

GENERAL GOVERNMENT  
Administration Office  
  Salaries and Wages 13,000.00 
  Other Expenses 1,400.00 
Mayor & Borough Council  
  Salaries and Wages 7,000.00 
  Other Expenses 1,200.00 
Municipal Clerk  
  Salaries and Wages 35,000.00 
  Other Expenses 4,500.00 
Office Supplies & Paper Products  
  Other Expenses 6,000.00 
Financial Administration  
  Salaries and Wages 43,000.00 
  Other Expenses 8,000.00 
Grant Writing and Administration  
  Other Expenses 6,000.00 
Data Processing / IT  
  Salaries and Wages 1,600.00 
  Other Expenses 15,000.00 
 Collection of Taxes  
  Salaries and Wages 10,000.00 
  Other Expenses 4,000.00 
 Assessment of Taxes  
  Salaries and Wages 5,000.00 
  Other Expenses 5,000.00 
Municipal Court  
  Salaries and Wages 35,000.00 
  Other Expenses 5,000.00 
Legal Services and Costs  
  Other Expenses 70,000.00 
Engineering Services & Costs  
  Other Expenses 15,000.00 
Historic Preservation Commission  
  Other Expenses 400.00 

  
LAND USE ADMINISTRATION  
 Planning Board  
  Salaries and Wages 10,000.00 
  Other Expenses 15,000.00 
INSURANCE  
Insurance  
    Insurance Deductibles 1,000.00 
  General Liability and Property 40,000.00 

042



January 1, 2019 21 Reorganization Meeting  
 

  Worker's Compensation 50,000.00 
    Health Benefit Waiver 5,000.00 
    Employee Group Health 210,000.00 

  
PUBLIC SAFETY FUNCTIONS  
Police  
   Salaries and Wages 390,000.00 
   Other Expenses 45,000.00 
Emergency Management Services  
   Other Expenses 500.00 
Fire Department  
   Other Expenses 10,000.00 
Uniform Fire Safety Act - Fire Official  
   Salaries and Wages 3,500.00 
   Other Expenses 4,000.00 
First Aid Organization  
   Other Expenses 4,000.00 
Municipal Prosecutor  
   Other Expenses 4,000.00 

  
PUBLIC WORKS FUNCTIONS  
Streets & Roads Maintenance  
   Salaries and Wages 60,000.00 
   Other Expenses 21,000.00 
Snow Removal  
   Other Expenses  4,000.00 
Sanitation Solid Waste Collection  
   Salaries and Wages 15,000.00 
   Other Expenses 16,000.00 
Buildings & Grounds  
  Salaries and Wages 17,000.00 
  Other Expenses 40,000.00 
PUBLIC WORKS FUNCTIONS(continued)  
Recycling  
   Salaries and Wages 27,000.00 
   Other Expenses 25,000.00 
Vehicle Maintenance  
   Other Expenses 12,000.00 

  
Community Services Act  
   Other Expenses - Miscellaneous 10,000.00 

  
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES  
Board of Health  (Health & Human Services)  
  Salaries and Wages 18,000.00 
  Other Expenses 4,000.00 
Environmental Commission  
  Other Expenses 500.00 

  
PARKS AND RECREATION FUNCTIONS  
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Maintenance of Parks  
  Salaries and Wages 11,000.00 
  Other Expenses 3,000.00 
Parks & Recreation Commission  
  Other Expenses 3,000.00 

  
COMMON OPERATING FUNCTIONS  
Postage. Shipping & Express  
   Other Expenses 5,000.00 
Celebration of Public Events 500.00 

  
UTILITIES AND BULK PURCHASES  
Electricity  
   Other Expenses 15,000.00 
Street Lighting  
   Other Expenses (075 Street Lighting) 12,000.00 
Telephone / Telegraph  
   Other Expenses 12,000.00 
Natural Gas (GAS/HEATING OIL)  
  Other Expenses 7,000.00 
Gasoline & Diesel Fuel Oil (GASOLINE)  
   Other Expenses 20,000.00 

  
LANDFILL/SOLID WASTE  
Landfill Disposal Costs  
  Other Expenses 55,000.00 
Recycling Tax 2,000.00 

  
CODE ENFORCEMENT  
Construction Official  
  Salaries and Wages 31,000.00 
  Other Expenses 3,000.00 
Housing Code Enforcement  
  Salaries and Wages 13,000.00 
  Other Expenses 1,200.00 

  
STATUTORY EXPENDITURES  
Social Security 50,000.00 
Defined Contribution  Retirement Plan 2,000.00 

  
Length of Service Awards 35,000.00 

  
SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENTS  
Senior Citizens Program Service Center  
 Other Expenses  15,000.00 
Landfill Disposal Costs(Roosevelt Borough) 10,000.00 
East Windsor Dispatch  
Other Expenses 50,000.00 
Health Services:  
 Salaries and Wages 8,000.00 
Other Expenses 25,000.00 
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Emergency Medical Services 12,000.00 
Vehicle Maintenance Services 5,000.00 

  
TOTAL TEMPORARY BUDGET 1,758,300.00 

  
CAPITAL APPROPRIATIONS  
Capital Improvement Fund 30,000.00 

  
MUNICIPAL DEBT SERVICE  
Payment of Bond Principal 630,000.00 
Dam Restoration Loan 5,000.00 
Interest on Bonds 236,660.00 
TOTAL CAPITAL AND DEBT SERVICE 901,660.00 

 

Resolution 2019-22 
 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AUTHORIZING 2019 TEMPORARY OPERATING BUDGET – WATER/SEWER 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19 provides that: 

“The governing body may and, if any contracts, commitments or payments are to be made prior to the 

adoption of the budget, shall by resolution adopted within the first 30 days of the beginning of the 

fiscal year, make appropriations to provide for the period between the beginning of the fiscal year and 

the adoption of the budget. 

The total of appropriations so made shall not exceed 26.25% of the total of the 
appropriations made for all purposes in the budget for the preceding fiscal year 
excluding in both instances, appropriations made for interest and debt redemption 
charges, capital improvement fund and public assistance.” 

; and   

WHEREAS, 26.25 percent of the total appropriations in the 2018 water-sewer utility budget, exclusive of 
appropriations for capital improvement fund and debt service, is $617,520.49. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown, County of 
Mercer, State of New Jersey as follows: 

1. The 2019 Temporary Operating Budget (Water/Sewer), as detailed on the annexed Schedule, 
totaling $615,000.00 for Operating and $415,000.00 for Debt Service is hereby adopted in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19. 

2. Certified copies of this Resolution shall be provided forthwith to the Chief Financial Officer and 
Borough Auditor.    
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Borough of Hightstown  
2019 Temporary Budget - Water/Sewer 

      

      

Appropriations for Water/Sewer Utility      

Operating:      

Salaries and Wages                   205,000.00      

Other Expenses                   390,000.00      

      

Statutory Expenditures:      

Social Security (O.A.S.I.)                     20,000.00      

      
TOTAL TEMPORARY BUDGET - 
WATER/SEWER $615,000.00 

    

       

DEBT SERVICE  
    

Bond Principal                   170,000.00      

Bond Interest                     45,000.00      

Wastewater and Water supply Loans                   200,000.00      

TOTAL DEBT SERVICE $415,000.00     

 

Resolution 2019-23 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

ADOPTING CASH MANAGEMENT PLAN 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:5-14, has prepared a 
Cash Management Plan (“the Plan”) for the year 2019 which designates the depositories for Borough funds, outlines 
procedures for the handling thereof, and details other responsibilities with regard to Borough funds; and 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Mayor and Council to formally adopt the Plan;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that the Cash 
Management Plan for the year 2019 which is attached hereto and made a part hereof is hereby adopted. 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
 County of Mercer, New Jersey 
 
 Cash Management Plan 
 FY 2019 
 
 
I. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

 
This Cash Management Plan (the “Plan”) is prepared pursuant to the provisions of NJSA 40A:5-14 in order 
to set forth the basis for the deposits and investment of certain public funds of the Borough of Hightstown, 
pending the use of such funds for the intended purposes.  The plan is intended to assure that all public funds 
identified herein are deposited in interest bearing Deposits of otherwise invested in Permitted Investments 
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hereinafter referred to.  The intent of the Plan is to provide that the decisions made with regard to the 
Deposits and the Permitted Investments will be done to insure the safety, the liquidity (regarding its 
availability for the intended purposes), and the maximum investment return within such limits. The Plan is 
intended to insure that any Deposit or Permitted Investment matures within the time period that 
approximates the prospective need for the funds deposited or invested so that there is not a risk to the 
market value of such Deposits or Permitted Investments. 

 
II. IDENTIFICATION OF FUNDS AND ACCOUNTS TO BE COVERED BY THE PLAN 
 

A. The Plan is intended to cover the deposit and/or investment of the following funds and accounts of 
the Borough of Hightstown.  Two authorized signatories are required for disbursements, that shall 
include the Accounts Payable Clerk, the Chief Financial Officer; Deputy Financial Officer, 
Business Administrator/Municipal Clerk; and/or the Mayor for the following accounts: 
1. Current Fund 

a. Current 
b. Grant Fund 

2. Trust Funds 
a. Builder’s Performance Escrow 

      Planning and Zoning Board Escrow 
      Engineering Escrow 

b. Law Enforcement Trust 
c. Animal Trust Fund 
d. Payroll 
e. Public Defender 
f. Unemployment Trust  
g. Other Trusts 

3. General Capital 
a. General Capital & various reserves to include arbitrage funds 

4. Water-Sewer Utility 
a. Operating 

 b. Capital 
 

B. It is understood that this Plan is not intended to cover certain funds and accounts of the Borough 
of Hightstown, Specifically: 
1. Municipal Court - Authorized Signatory, Court Clerk and Municipal Judge 

a. Fines Account 
b. Bail Accounts 

2. Tax Collector - Authorized Signatory, Chief Financial Officer, Tax Collector or Accounts 
Payable Clerk, Deputy Financial Officer 
a. Tax Collector (Lien) Trust 

 
III. DESIGNATION OF OFFICIALS OF THE BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN AUTHORIZED TO 

MAKE DEPOSITS AND INVESTMENTS UNDER THE PLAN. 
 
 The Chief Financial Officer, Deputy Financial Officer and Accounts Payable Clerk of the Borough of 

Hightstown are hereby authorized and directed to deposit and/or invest the funds referred to in the Plan. Prior to 
making any such Deposits or any Permitted Investments, such officials are directed to supply to all depositories 
or any other parties with whom the Deposits or Permitted Investments are made with a written copy of this Plan 
which shall be acknowledged in writing by such parties and a copy of such acknowledgment kept on file with 
such officials. 
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IV.  DESIGNATION OF DEPOSITORIES   
 

The following banks and financial institutions are hereby designated as official depositories for the Deposit of 
all public funds referred to in the Plan, including any certificates of Deposit which are not otherwise invested in 
Permitted Investments as provided for in this Plan: 
 
BANK OF NEW YORK 
MORGAN STANLEY CHASE BANK 
TD BANK 
BCB BANK 
WELLS FARGO BANK 
FIRST CONSTITUTION BANK 
PROVIDENT BANK 
BANK OF PRINCETON 
FULTON BANK 
GARDEN STATE COMMUNITY BANK 
NEW JERSEY ASSET & REBATE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
NEW JERSEY CASH MANAGEMENT 
PNC BANK 
SANTANDER BANK 
BANK OF AMERICA 
SUN NATIONAL BANK 
 
All depositories must conform to the Government Unit Deposit Protection Act  (GUDPA), and shall provide a 
Notification of Eligibility from the State of New Jersey, Department of Banking, on a semi-annual basis.  In 
addition, designated depositories shall maintain maximum FDIC or FSLIC coverage of all Borough funds on 
deposit as permitted by law.  
 

V.  DEPOSIT OF FUNDS 
 

All funds shall be deposited within forty-eight (48) hours of receipt, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:5-15, into 
appropriate fund operating accounts. Non-interest bearing operating and capital accounts shall be regularly 
monitored for the availability of funds for investment. Debt Service and Trust accounts shall be maintained in 
accordance with Federal and State statutes, regulating such funds. Payroll, Developers' Escrow, Professional 
Fees Escrow, Performance Bond deposits and other agency funds, which represent funds of individuals and 
other organizations held by the Borough, shall be deposited in interest bearing checking accounts, unless 
applicable State statutes direct otherwise. Grant funds shall be deposited in accordance with the regulations of 
the granting government or agency. 
 
Where compensating balances are required by any designated depository to offset the cost of services provided, 
an agreement between the Borough and the depository shall be executed, specifying the charge for each service 
and the balance required to offset each charge. Said agreement shall be reviewed on an annual basis. 

 
VI. DESIGNATION OF BROKERAGE FIRMS AND DEALERS WITH WHOM THE DESIGNATED 

OFFICIALS MAY DEAL. 
 

The preceding listed brokerage firms and/or dealers and other institutions are hereby designated as firms with 
whom the Designated Officials of the Borough, referred to in this Plan may deal for purposes of buying and 
selling securities identified in this Plan as Permitted Investments or otherwise providing for Deposits.  All such 
brokerage firms and/or dealers shall acknowledge in writing receipt of this Plan by sending a copy of such 
acknowledgment to the Designated Officials referred to in Section III above. 

 
VII.  INVESTMENT INSTRUMENTS AND PROCEDURE 
 

A. Except as otherwise specifically provided for herein, the Designated Officials are hereby authorized to 
invest the public funds covered by this Plan, to the extent not otherwise held in Deposits, in the following 
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Permitted Investments: 
1. Bonds or other obligations of the United States of America or obligations guaranteed by the 

United States of America; 
2. Government money market mutual funds; 
3. Any obligation that a federal agency or a federal instrumentality has issued in accordance with an 

act of Congress, which security has a maturity date not greater than 397 days from the date of 
purchase, provided that such obligation bears a fixed rate of interest not dependent on any index or 
other external factor; 

4. Bonds or other obligations of the Local Unit or bonds or other obligations of school districts of 
which the Local Unit is a part or within which the School district is located; 

5. Bonds or other obligations, having a maturity date not more than  397 days from the date of 
purchase, approved by the Division of Investment of the Department of the Treasury for 
investment by Local Units; 

6. Local government investment pools; 
7. Deposits with the State of New Jersey Cash Management Fund established pursuant to section 1 of 

P.L. 1977,c.281 (C.52:18A-90.4); or 
8. Agreements for the repurchase of fully collateralized securities if: 

a. the underlying securities are permitted investments pursuant to paragraphs (1) and (3)  of 
this subsection a; 

 b. the custody of collateral is transferred to a third party; 
 c. the maturity of the agreement is not more than 30 days; 

d. the underlying securities are purchased through a public depository as defined in section 
1 of P.L. 1970, c.236 (C.17:9-41); ND 

e. A master repurchase agreement providing for the custody and security of collateral is 
executed. 

 
For purposes of the above language, the terms “government money market mutual fund” and “local 
government investment pool” shall have the following definitions: 
 
 Government Money Market Mutual Fund.  An Investment Company or investment trusts: 

a. Which is registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission under the “Investment 
Company Act of 1940,” 15 U.S.C. sec. 80a-1 et seq., and operated in accordance with 17 
C.F.R. sec. 270.2a-7. 

b. The portfolio of which is limited to U.S. Government securities that meet the definition 
of any eligible security pursuant to 17 C.F.R. sec 270.2a-7 and repurchase agreements 
that are collateralized by such U.S. Government securities: and 

c. Which has: 
• Attained the highest ranking or the highest letter and numerical rating of a nationally 

recognized statistical rating organization; or 
• Retained an investment advisor registered or exempt from registration with the 

Securities and Exchange Commission pursuant to the “Investment Advisors Act of 
1940,”15 U.S.XC. sec.80b-1 et seq., with experience investing in U.s. Government 
securities for at least the most recent past 60 Months and with assets under 
management in excess of $500 million. 

Local Government Investment Pool.  An investment pool: 
a. Which is managed in accordance with 17 C.F.R. sec. 270.2a.7; 
b. Which is rated in the highest category by a nationally recognized statistical rating 

organization; that is limited to U.S. Government securities that meet the definition of an 
eligible security pursuant to 17 C. F.R. sec. 270.2a-7 and repurchase agreements that are 
collateralized by U.S. Government securities; 

c. Which is in compliance with rules adopted pursuant to the “Administrative Procedure 
Act,” P.L. 1968, c.410 (c.52:14B-1 et seq.) by the Local Finance Board of the Division of 
Local Government Services in the Department of Community Affairs, which rules shall 
provide for disclosure and reporting requirements, and other provisions deemed 
necessary by the board to provide for the safety, liquidity and yield of the investments; 

d. Which does not permit investments in instruments that: are subject to high price volatility 
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with changing market conditions; cannot reasonable be expected, at the time of interest 
rate adjustment, to have a market value that approximates their par value; or utilize an 
index that does not support a stable net asset value; and 

e. Which purchases and redeems investments directly from the issuer, government money 
market mutual fund, or the State of New Jersey Cash Management Fund, or through the 
use of a national or State bank, located within this State, or through a broker-dealer 
which, at the time of purchase or redemption, has been registered continuously for a 
period of at least two years pursuant to section9 of P.L. 1967 c.9 (C.49:3-56) and has  at 
least $25 million in capital stock (or equivalent capitalization if not a corporation), 
surplus reserves for contingencies and undivided profits, or through a securities dealer 
who makes primary markets in U.S. Government securities and reports daily to the 
Federal Reserve Bank of New York its position in and borrowing on such U.S. 
Government securities. 

 
VIII. SAFEKEEPING CUSTODY PAYMENT AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT OF PLAN. 

 
To the extent that any Deposit or Permitted Investment involves a document or security which is not physically 
held by the Borough, then such instrument or security shall be covered by a custodial agreement with an 
independent third party, which shall be a bank or financial institution in the State of New Jersey. Such 
institution shall provide for the designation of such investments in the name of the Borough to assure that there 
is no unauthorized use of the funds or the Permitted Investments that involve securities shall be executed by a 
“delivery versus payment” method to insure that such Permitted Investments are either received by the Borough 
or by a third party custodian prior to or upon the release of the Borough’s funds. 
 
To assure that all parties with whom the Borough deals either by way of Deposits or Permitted Investments are 
aware of the authority and the limits set forth in this Plan, all such parties shall be supplied with a copy of this 
Plan in writing and all such parties shall acknowledge the receipt of that Plan in writing, a copy of which shall 
acknowledge the receipt of that Plan in writing, a copy of which shall be on file with the Designated Official(s). 

 
IX. DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS 

 
All funds shall be disbursed as authorized and directed in accordance with statutory provisions. The Chief 
Financial Officer shall, at the beginning of the fiscal year, present to the Borough Council a schedule of debt 
service principal and interest payments and when available, a schedule of School Tax payments for the 
upcoming fiscal year. Upon review of the schedules of payments by the Borough Council, the Chief Financial 
Officer shall then have the authority to make the following disbursements: 

School Taxes 
County Taxes 
Interfunds 
Purchase of Investments 
Debt Service 
Salaries and Wages 
Postage 
Petty Cash Reimbursements 
Payroll Withholdings- e.g., Taxes, Dues, Deferred Compensation, Bonds, Garnishments, Pension 

 
X. PETTY CASH FUND 
 

Reimbursements for expenditures through the Petty Cash Funds shall be made within the limits approved by the 
Director of the Division of Local Government Services. The Petty Cash Funds Shall be maintained in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:5-21.  Petty Cash Funds shall be maintained in the following amounts: 

Finance    100.00 
Borough Clerk      50.00  
Advanced Wastewater Treatment      50.00  

 
XI. BONDING 
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The following officials shall be covered by surety bonds; said surety bonds to be examined by the independent 
auditor to insure their proper execution: 

Chief Financial Officer 
Tax Collector 
Borough Clerk 
Municipal Court Administrator 

 
Staff members of the Departments of Finance, Tax Collection and Municipal Court not covered by separate 
surety bonds shall be covered by a Public Employee's Faithful Performance Bond. 

   
XII.  COMPLIANCE 
 

The Cash Management Plan of the Borough of Hightstown shall be subject to the approval of the Borough 
Attorney, and shall be subject to the annual audit conducted pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4. 

 
As stated in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-14, the official(s) charged with the custody of Borough funds shall deposit them as 
instructed by this Cash Management Plan, and shall thereafter be relieved of any liability or loss due to the 
insolvency or closing of any designated depository. 

 
If at any time, this Cash Management Plan conflicts with any regulation of the State of New Jersey, or and 
department thereof, the applicable State regulations shall apply. 

 
XIII. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS. 

 
By the tenth day of each month during which this Plan is in effect, the Designated Official(s) referred to in 
Section III hereof shall supply to the governing body of the Borough a written report of any Deposits or 
Permitted Investments made pursuant to this Plan, which shall include, at a minimum, the following 
information: 

A. The Name of any institution holding funds of the Borough as a Deposit or a Permitted Investment. 
B. The amount of securities or Deposits purchased or sold during the immediately preceding month. 
C. The class or type of securities purchased or Deposits made. 
D. The book value of such Deposits or Permitted Investments. 
E. The earned income on such Deposits or Permitted Investment.  To the extent that such amounts 

are actually earned at maturity, this report shall provide an accrual of such earnings during the 
immediately preceding month. 

F. The fees incurred to undertake such Deposits or Permitted Investments. 
G. The market value of all Deposits or Permitted Investments as of the end of the immediately 

preceding month. 
H. All other information which may be deemed reasonable from time to time by the governing body 

of the Borough. 
 
 Implementation of this section is dependent upon adequate staffing in the Finance Office. 
 
XIV.  TERM OF PLAN 

 
This Plan shall be in effect from January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019. Attached to this Plan is a resolution of 
the governing body of the Borough of Hightstown approving this Plan for such period of time.  The Plan may 
be amended from time to time.  To the extent that any amendment is adopted by the Council, the Designated 
Official(s) is/are directed to supply copies of the amendments to all of the parties who otherwise have received 
the copy of the originally approved Plan. The amendment shall be acknowledged in writing in the same manner 
as the original Plan was so acknowledged. 

 

Resolution 2019-24 
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BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

ESTABLISHING THE RATE OF INTEREST CHARGED ON DELINQUENT TAXES 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:4-67 permits the Borough to establish by resolution the rate of interest to be charged for 
the non-payment of taxes or assessments on any installment which is not made within the tenth (10th) calendar day 
following the date upon which the same became due and payable; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 75, P.L. 1991, permits the Mayor and Council to establish a penalty to be charged to a 
taxpayer with a delinquency in excess of $10,000.00 who fails to pay that delinquency prior the end of the calendar 
year; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wish to continue the policies currently in effect with respect to delinquent 
taxes; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown as follows: 

 1. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:4-67, the Mayor and Council hereby reaffirm that the following interest shall be 
charged for the non-payment of taxes or assessments on any installment which is not made before 
or within the tenth (10th) calendar day following the date upon which same become payable:  
Eight (8%) percent annum on the first $1,500.00 of the delinquency, and eighteen (18%) percent 
per annum on any amount in excess of $1,500.00, to be calculated from the date the tax was 
payable and until the date of actual payment.  The term “delinquent” as used herein shall mean the 
sum of all taxes and municipal charges due on a given parcel of property covering any number of 
quarters or years. 

 2. In accordance with Chapter 75 of the Laws of 1991, any taxpayers with a delinquency in excess of Ten 
Thousand ($10,000.00) Dollars who fails to pay that delinquency prior to the end of any calendar 
year, shall be assessed a penalty for that year of six (6%) percent of the amount of the 
delinquency, in addition to the interest provided for in Paragraph 1. 

 3. The provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 herein shall remain in effect unless and until superseded by Borough 
resolution or ordinance. 

Resolution 2019-25 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AUTHORIZING DEPOSITORIES AND SIGNATURES 
FOR BOROUGH ACCOUNTS 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that the banks designated as 
depositories of monies of the Borough of Hightstown are hereby established in accordance with the Cash 
Management Plan adopted by the Borough on January 1, 2019; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following officers of the Borough of Hightstown be hereby authorized to 
sign checks for the payment of money from the accounts of the Borough of Hightstown and that all notes and 
drafts of the Borough of Hightstown be signed in like manner by any two of said same officers: 

Lawrence Quattrone, Mayor 
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Janice Mohr-Kminek, Accounts Payable  
George J. Lang, Chief Financial Officer 
Monika Patel, Deputy Financial Officer 

Debra L. Sopronyi, Borough Clerk 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following officers of the Borough of Hightstown be hereby authorized to 
sign checks for the payment of salaries and wages from the accounts of the Borough of Hightstown: 

Lawrence Quattrone, Mayor 
Janice Mohr-Kminek, Accounts Payable  
George J. Lang, Chief Financial Officer 
Monika Patel, Deputy Financial Officer  

Debra L. Sopronyi, Borough Clerk 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following officers of the Borough of Hightstown be hereby authorized to 
sign checks for the payment of money from the Animal Control Account:  

Lawrence Quattrone, Mayor 
Janice Mohr-Kminek, Accounts Payable  
George J. Lang, Chief Financial Officer 
Monika Patel, Deputy Financial Officer  

Debra L. Sopronyi, Borough Clerk 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following officers of the Borough of Hightstown be hereby authorized to 
sign checks for the payment of money from the Water & Sewer Operating Account:  

Lawrence Quattrone, Mayor 
Janice Mohr-Kminek, Accounts Payable 
George J. Lang, Chief Financial Officer 
Monika Patel, Deputy Financial Officer  

Debra L. Sopronyi, Borough Clerk 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following officers of the Borough of Hightstown be hereby authorized to 
sign checks for payment of money from the Trust Accounts:  

Lawrence Quattrone, Mayor 
Janice Mohr-Kminek, Accounts Payable  
George J. Lang, Chief Financial Officer 
Monika Patel, Deputy Financial Officer  

Debra L. Sopronyi, Borough Clerk 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following officers of the Borough of Hightstown be hereby 
authorized to sign checks for payment of money from the Unemployment Trust Fund:  

Lawrence Quattrone, Mayor 
Janice Mohr-Kminek, Accounts Payable  
George J. Lang, Chief Financial Officer 
Monika Patel, Deputy Financial Officer  

Debra L. Sopronyi, Borough Clerk 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following officers of the Borough of Hightstown be hereby 
authorized to sign checks for payment of money from the Public Defender Account:  

Lawrence Quattrone, Mayor 
Janice Mohr-Kminek, Accounts Payable  
George J. Lang, Chief Financial Officer 
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Monika Patel, Deputy Financial Officer  
Debra L. Sopronyi, Borough Clerk 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following officers of the Borough of Hightstown be hereby authorized to 
sign checks for payment of money from the Current Account:  

Lawrence Quattrone, Mayor 
Janice Mohr-Kminek, Accounts Payable  
George J. Lang, Chief Financial Officer 
Monika Patel, Deputy Financial Officer  

Debra L. Sopronyi, Borough Clerk 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following officers of the Borough of Hightstown be hereby authorized to 
sign checks for the payment of money from the Capital Funds of the Borough of Hightstown:  

Lawrence Quattrone, Mayor 
Janice Mohr-Kminek, Accounts Payable 
George J. Lang, Chief Financial Officer 
Monika Patel, Deputy Financial Officer  

Debra L. Sopronyi, Borough Clerk 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following officers of the Borough of Hightstown be hereby authorized to 
sign checks for payment of money from the Grant Account:  

Lawrence Quattrone, Mayor 
Janice Mohr-Kminek, Accounts Payable  
George J. Lang, Chief Financial Officer 
Monika Patel, Deputy Financial Officer  

Debra L. Sopronyi, Borough Clerk 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following officers of the Borough of Hightstown be hereby authorized to 
sign checks for payment of money from the Law Enforcement Trust Account:  

Lawrence Quattrone, Mayor 
Janice Mohr-Kminek, Accounts Payable  
George J. Lang, Chief Financial Officer 
Monika Patel, Deputy Financial Officer  

Debra L. Sopronyi, Borough Clerk 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following officers of the Borough of Hightstown be hereby authorized to 
sign checks for payment of money from the Escrow Accounts (Subdivision Site Plan):  

Lawrence Quattrone, Mayor 
Janice Mohr-Kminek, Accounts Payable  
George J. Lang, Chief Financial Officer 
Monika Patel, Deputy Financial Officer  

Debra L. Sopronyi, Borough Clerk 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk, Borough Administrator, Chief Financial Officer, Tax 
Collector, and the Municipal Court Administrator shall not be held liable for any loss of public money deposited by 
them with the aforesaid banks when such loss is occasioned by the failure of such banks faithfully to account for and 
pay over such money on legal demand. 
 

Resolution 2019-26 
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BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

GRANTING AUTHORITY FOR APPROVAL OF CERTAIN PURCHASES 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the governing body may 
delegate the power to award purchases, contracts and/or agreements through State Contracts and/or Purchasing 
Cooperatives to which Hightstown Borough is a member; and 

WHEREAS, in the interest of streamlining Borough operations and improving efficiency, it is the desire of the 
Mayor and Council to authorize the Qualified Purchasing Agent to approve purchases, contracts and agreements 
through State Contracts and/or Purchasing Cooperatives, subject to provisions and requirements of the Local Public 
Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that the 
Qualified Purchasing Agent is hereby authorized to approve purchases, contracts and/or agreements through State 
Contracts and/or Purchasing Cooperatives to which Hightstown Borough is a member without further action from 
Council, provided that funds are available to cover the expenditure. Purchase approvals made by the Qualified 
Purchasing Agent by virtue of the adoption of this Resolution shall be subject to the provisions and requirements of 
the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

Resolution 2019-27 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AUTHORIZING A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH ROBBINSVILLE TOWNSHIP 
FOR AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SERVICES 

WHEREAS, with the adoption of Resolution 2008-35 on January 7, 2008, the Borough Council approved an 
Interlocal Service Agreement with Robbinsville Township for the provision of Automotive Repair Services, which 
has been renewed with the last renewal ending December 31, 2018; and 

WHEREAS, the parties desire to enter into a successor Shared Services Agreement to continue the provision of 
these services to the Borough by Robbinsville for a one-year period, January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019; 
and  

WHEREAS, the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40:65-1 et seq. authorizes the approval 
of Shared Services Agreements by Resolution; and 

WHEREAS, funds for this expenditure will be made available in the 2019 budget; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, in the County of Mercer and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. That the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute and the Borough Clerk to attest the Shared Services 
Agreement on behalf of Hightstown. 

2. That, in accordance with the aforementioned agreement, Hightstown hereby designates Frank 
Gendron, Police Chief, or his appointee, to schedule and be responsible for all repairs to police 
vehicles and Ken Lewis, Superintendent of Public Works, to schedule and be responsible for all repairs 
to all other Borough-owned vehicles. 

3. That, in accordance with the aforementioned agreement, no repair in excess of $350 shall be made by 
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Robbinsville unless specifically authorized by the designated Hightstown Borough Representative.  

4. That the continuation of this agreement is contingent upon the availability of adequate funding in the 
Borough’s 2019 budget. 

 

Resolution 2019-28 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 
 

AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH NJDOT FOR INSTALLATION OF A FLASHING BEACON 
SYSTEM AT ROUTE NJ 33 AND GRAPE RUN ROAD 

 
 

WHEREAS, a traffic condition exists at the intersection of Route NJ 33 and Grape Run Rd, in the 
Borough of Hightstown, in the County of Mercer, which requires the installation of a Flashing Beacon System; 
and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to expedite the safe movement and conduct of pedestrian and vehicular 
traffic; and 

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has indicated its willingness to install a Flashing Beacon System at 
said intersection; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council approved a cost sharing agreement through Resolution 2018-230 
dated December 2, 2018; and 

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has proposed a form of Agreement pertaining to operation and 
maintenance of said Flashing Beacon System. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk of  Hightstown Borough, be and 
are hereby authorized to enter into an Agreement with the State of New Jersey, acting through its Commissioner 
of Transportation, for the purpose aforesaid, a copy of said Agreement being attached hereto and made a part 
hereof. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk of the Borough of Hightstown, be and 
hereby are authorized to execute said Agreement. 

MAYOR/COUNCIL/ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

Councilmember Musing 

Thanked everyone for their support during the election.  Congratulated Council President Misiura.  Wished everyone 
a Happy New Year. 

Councilmember Stults 

Wished everyone a Happy New Year.  Thanked everyone for their support.  Congratulated Council President 
Misiura.  Thanked Cristina Fowler for all she does for Downtown Hightstown.  Looking forward to working 
together with everyone this year.  Thanked former Councilmembers Hansen and Montferrat. 
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Councilmember Bluth 

Thanked everyone for coming and wished everyone a Happy New Year.  Stated that it is an honor to serve the 
Borough for another 3 years.  She will miss Councilmembers Hansen and Montferrat.  Looking ahead to moving 
forward this year.  

Councilmember Misiura 

Wished everyone a Happy New Year.  Nice to see such a big turnout.  Thanked the State and County 
Representatives and Mayor Mironov for attending.  Redevelopment is moving in the right direction.  Thanked 
Council for electing him as the Council President.  It has been a pleasure to work with Councilmembers Hansen and 
Montferrat.  It is an honor to serve Hightstown.  

Mayor Quattrone 

Mayor Quattrone read the following statement “Good afternoon, Thank you everyone for coming today. 

As we close out 2018, I’d like to share a few of our successes and extend thanks to some important people that have 
helped our town over the last few years. 

First, over the last 4 years, Hightstown was given nearly $2.8M in grant money and was approved for $173,000 in 
debt forgiveness.  With this money, we were able to upgrade water and sewer utilities and complete many road 
improvements throughout the town and there are many more projects in the works. 

Public Works has done some amazing things over the last 4 years, covering water main breaks, backups, street 
repairs, snow removal, and trash pick up to name a few. Their work directly impacts Hightstown beautification and 
we are grateful for their efforts.  Based on historic workload trends, I see a need to increase manpower in this 
department.  Thank you to Mr. Lewis and his team for all you do for Hightstown. 

The Construction Office has put out 1,650 building permits for work to be done in Hightstown.  Many of them are 
home improvement and add-ons, a sure sign that things are moving in the right direction. 

Our Water Plant is also doing great.  Their staff has risen to the challenge after losing Mr. Sean McGuire.  All work 
on Well #2 is completed, the upgrades to the electrical is done, and the cost to run the plan is down. 

The Waste Water Treatment Plant has also made some significant changes, specifically by adding a UV disinfectant 
which lowers the cost of our chemicals and does a better job overall. 

Our Police Department has kept crime at an all-time low.  Every street in Hightstown is patrolled on all shifts and 
patrols downtown and at the Housing Authority are conducted daily and we are seeing a huge difference.  We are 
also using 2 message boards recently purchased in order to improve communication with our citizens.  At this time, 
I am honored to reappoint Councilman Lee Stults as the Police Commissioner.   

I’d be remised if I didn’t extend special thanks to Hightstown’s front office staff that works very hard to maintain 
our day to day operations as well as the quarterly newsletter we put in place in 2017.  A special thanks to the front 
office team for maintaining our responsibility to the OPRA process which allows people to gain information through 
the Freedom of Information Action. 

Finally, thank you to all our volunteers.  Without their generous contributions of their time, energy, and expertise, 
our town wouldn’t be what it is today.  From the committees and commissions many of them participate in to 
keeping our downtown beautiful, these people are critical to what Hightstown has become…a wonderful place to 
live. 

Looking ahead into the next 4 years and, most specifically, 2019, this council will select 2 additional members to 
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replace 2 council seats that are vacating, one Republican and one Democrat.  Once again, I ask you not to pick an 
“R” or a “D”, but to pick a “Hightstownian”…one who is willing to work to better this town every chance they can 
and not worry about party affiliation. 

We will continue shared services with the surrounding towns and we will work to save money wherever it can be 
saved.  We will have to find a new home for the Police Department and start work on the new Borough Hall.  A pre-
construction meeting is set up for the bridge over the dam and work should start in the Spring of 2019.  The Mill 
Property is coming along well under the oversight of a new developer.  With the new construction all around town, 
the number of people coming into the area will help the downtown in many ways. 

2019 will, no doubt, be very busy, but we can get it done if we all work together. 

In closing, I would like to thank Denny Hansen and Connor Montferrat for a job well done and a great attitude 
towards Hightstown.  I will miss you both. 

I would like to wish all a Happy New Year and the best of heath in the coming years.” 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilmember Bluth moved to adjourn at 1:04 p.m.; Council President Misiura seconded.  All ayes. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Margaret M. Riggio 
Deputy Borough Clerk        
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ORDINANCE 2019-01 
 

BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 
COUNTY OF MERCER 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE LAND USE ORDINANCE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN TO ADD AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

PROCEDURAL AND ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS, TO 
IMPLEMENT THE THIRD ROUND OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE FAIR HOUSING ACT OF 1985 
 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Supreme Court and New Jersey Legislature have recognized and mandated in 
So. Burl. Co. NAACP v. Mount Laurel, 92 N.J. 158 (1983) ("Mount Laurel II") and the Fair Housing Act, N.J.S.A. 
52:27D-301, et seq. ("FHA") that every municipality in New Jersey has an affirmative obligation to facilitate the 
provision of low and moderate income housing; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown are desirous of ensuring the 
proper implementation of the Fair Housing Act and associated rules through the adoption of land use regulations by 
the governing body; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown desires to implement policies established by the New Jersey 
Supreme Court in In re N.J.A.C. 5:96 and 5:97, 221 N.J. 1, 30 (2015) (Mount Laurel IV) to foster affordable housing 
opportunities for the production of dwellings and their occupancy by low and moderate income households. 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown recognize the need to adopt 
Affordable Housing Procedural and Eligibility Requirements within the Land Use Ordinance of the Borough of 
Hightstown to implement the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the Borough of Hightstown has reviewed and recommended the adoption 

of this ordinance. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown, Mercer 
County, New Jersey, as follows:  

Section 1. Article 28-2, entitled, Definitions and Word Usage, of the Zoning Ordinance of the Borough of 
Hightstown, shall be amended by adding the following definitions: 

ADAPTABLE: Constructed in compliance with the technical design standards of the Barrier Free Subcode, 
N.J.A.C. 5:23-7. 

ADMINISTRATIVE AGENT: The entity responsible for the administration of affordable units in 
accordance with this ordinance, N.J.A.C. 5:93 and N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.1 et seq. 

AFFIRMATIVE MARKETING: A regional marketing strategy designed to attract buyers and/or renters of 
affordable units pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.15. 

AFFORDABILITY AVERAGE: The average percentage of median income at which restricted units in an 
affordable housing development are affordable to low- and moderate-income households.  

AFFORDABLE: A sales price or rent within the means of a very low, low- or moderate-income household as defined 
in N.J.S.A. 52:27D-304; in the case of an ownership unit, that the sales price for the unit conforms to the standards 
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set forth in N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.6, as may be amended and supplemented, and, in the case of a rental unit, that the rent 
for the unit conforms to the standards set forth in N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.12, as may be amended and supplemented.  

AFFORDABLE DWELLING UNIT: A very low, low or moderate income dwelling unit. 

AFFORDABLE DEVELOPMENT: A housing development all or a portion of which consists of income restricted 
units.  

AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT: A development included in the Housing Element and Fair Share 
Plan, and includes, but is not limited to, an inclusionary development, a municipal construction project or a 100% 
affordable development. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROGRAM: Any mechanism in a municipal Fair Share Plan prepared or implemented 
to address a municipality’s fair share obligation. 

AFFORDABLE RENTAL CHARGES: A monthly rent including utilities charged to an eligible very low, low or 
moderate income family which shall not exceed 30% of their monthly gross income as calculated by N.J.A.C. 5:93-
7.4(f). 

AFFORDABLE UNIT: A housing unit proposed or created pursuant to the Act and approved for crediting by the 
Court and/or funded through an affordable housing trust fund. 

AGE-RESTRICTED DEVELOPMENT: A residential development consisting housing units designed to meet the 
needs of, and exclusively for, the residents of an age-restricted segment of the population such that:  1), all the residents 
of the development wherein the unit is situated are 62 years of age or older; or 2), at least 80 percent of the units are 
occupied by one person who is 55 years of age or older; or 3), the development has been designated by the Secretary 
of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development as “housing for older persons” as defined in Section 
807(b)(2) of the Fair Housing Act, 42 U.S.C. § 3607.  

ALTERNATIVE LIVING ARRANGEMENT: A structure in which households live in distinct bedrooms, yet share 
kitchen and plumbing facilities, central heat and common areas. Alternative living arrangements include, but are not 
limited to:  transitional facilities for the homeless; Class A, B, C, D and E boarding homes as regulated by the DCA; 
residential health care facilities as regulated by the New Jersey Department of Health; group homes for the 
developmentally disabled and mentally ill as licensed and/or regulated by the New Jersey Department of Human 
Services; and congregate living arrangements. 

CERTIFIED HOUSEHOLD - A household that has been certified by an Administrative Agent as a very low-income, 
low-income household or moderate-income household.  

DCA: The State of New Jersey Department of Community Affairs 

DEFICIENT HOUSING UNIT: A housing unit with health and safety code violations that require the repair or 
replacement of a major system. A major system includes weatherization, roofing, plumbing (including wells), 
heating, electricity, sanitary plumbing (including septic systems), lead paint abatement and/or load bearing structural 
systems. 

DEVELOPMENT FEE: means money paid by a developer for the improvement of property as permitted in N.J.A.C. 
5:93-8. 

FAIR SHARE PLAN: The plan that describes the mechanisms, strategies and the funding sources, if any, by which 
the Borough proposes to address its affordable housing obligation as established in the Housing Element, including 
the draft ordinances necessary to implement that plan, and addresses the requirements of N.J.A.C. 5:93-5. 

HOUSEHOLD: Persons, whether related or unrelated, living together in a single dwelling unit, with common access 
to and common use of all living and eating areas and all areas and facilities for the preparation and serving of food 
within the dwelling unit. 
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HOUSING ELEMENT or HOUSING PLAN ELEMENT:  The portion of the Borough’s Master Plan, required by 
the Municipal Land Use Law in N.J.S.A. 40:55D-28b(3) and the Act, that includes the information required by 
N.J.A.C. 5:93-5.1 and establishes Hightstown’s fair share obligation. 

INCLUSIONARY DEVELOPMENT:  A development containing both affordable units and market rate units. This 
term includes, but is not limited to:  new construction, the conversion of a non-residential structure to residential use 
and the creation of new affordable units through the gut rehabilitation or reconstruction of a vacant residential 
structure. 

LOW-INCOME HOUSEHOLD: A household with a total gross annual household income equal to 50 percent or less 
of the regional median household income by household size.  

LOW-INCOME UNIT: A restricted unit that is affordable to a low-income household. 

MAJOR SYSTEM: The primary structural, mechanical, plumbing, electrical, fire protection, or occupant service 
components of a building which include but are not limited to, weatherization, roofing, plumbing (including wells), 
heating, electricity, sanitary plumbing (including septic systems), lead paint abatement or load bearing structural 
systems.  

MARKET-RATE UNITS: Housing not restricted to low- and moderate-income households that may sell or rent at 
any price. 

MEDIAN INCOME: The median income by household size for the applicable housing region, as updated annually 
according to a formula approved by the Court.  

MODERATE-INCOME HOUSEHOLD: A household with a total gross annual household income in excess of 50 
percent but less than 80 percent of the regional median household income by household size.  

MODERATE-INCOME UNIT: A restricted unit that is affordable to a moderate-income household.  

NON-EXEMPT SALE: Any sale or transfer of ownership other than the transfer of ownership between husband and 
wife; the transfer of ownership between former spouses ordered as a result of a judicial decree of divorce or judicial 
separation, but not including sales to third parties; the transfer of ownership between family members as a result of 
inheritance; the transfer of ownership through an executor’s deed to a class A beneficiary and the transfer of ownership 
by court order.  

QUALIFIED PURCHASER OR RENTER: A person who:  

A. Submits an application for certification as a qualified purchaser or renter to the management of the unit; 

B. Whose gross aggregate family income at the time of the proposed purchase or rental of an affordable unit is 
within very low, low or moderate income levels, as defined herein; and  

C. Who obtains certification as a qualified purchaser or renter of an affordable unit from Hightstown Borough’s 
Administrative Agent as set forth in this section. 

RANDOM SELECTION PROCESS: A process by which currently income-eligible households are selected for 
placement in affordable housing units such that no preference is given to one applicant over another except for 
purposes of matching household income and size with an appropriately priced and sized affordable unit (e.g., by 
lottery).  

REFERRAL LIST, AFFORDABLE HOUSING: A register of eligible very low, low and moderate income households 
for which suitable units are not yet available.  

REGIONAL ASSET LIMIT: The maximum housing value in each housing region affordable to a four-person 
household with an income at 80% of the regional median as defined by adopted/approved Regional Income Limits.  

REHABILITATION: The repair, renovation, alteration or reconstruction of any building or structure, pursuant to the 
Rehabilitation Subcode, N.J.A.C. 5:23-6. 
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RENT: The gross monthly cost of a rental unit to the tenant, including the rent paid to the landlord, as well as an 
allowance for tenant-paid utilities computed in accordance with allowances published by DCA for its Section 8 
program. In assisted living residences, rent does not include charges for food and services.  

RESTRICTED UNIT: A dwelling unit, whether a rental unit or ownership unit, that is subject to the affordability 
controls of N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.1, as may be amended and supplemented, but does not include a market-rate unit financed 
under the Urban Homeownership Recovery Program (UHORP) or Market Oriented Neighborhood Investment 
(MONI) program.  

UHAC: The Uniform Housing Affordability Controls set forth in N.J.A.C. 5:80-26-1, et seq.  

VERY LOW-INCOME HOUSEHOLD: A household with a total gross annual household income equal to 30% or 
less of the median household income by household size. 

VERY LOW-INCOME UNIT: A restricted unit that is affordable to a very low-income household.  

WEATHERIZATION: Building insulation (for attic, exterior walls and crawl space), siding to improve energy 
efficiency, replacement storm windows, replacement storm doors, replacement windows and replacement doors, and 
is considered a major system for rehabilitation. 

Section 2. Article 28-17, Reserved, of the Zoning Ordinance of the Borough of Hightstown, shall be replaced 
in its entirety with a new article entitled, Affordable Housing Procedural and Eligibility Requirements, as follows: 

 

28-17 AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROCEDURAL AND ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

28-17-1  Purpose and General Provisions. 

1. The purpose of this Article is to implement the Uniform Housing Affordability Controls (“UHAC”, N.J.A.C. 
5:80-26.1 et seq., as they may be amended or superseded), the New Jersey Fair Housing Act (N.J.S.A. 
52:27D-301, et seq.), extant rules of the NJ Council on Affordable Housing, and the Housing Element and 
Fair Share Plan of Hightstown Borough. This Article is designed to ensure that affordable housing created 
under the Fair Housing Act is occupied by low- and moderate-income households for the appropriate period 
of time. The words, phrases, and terms herein shall be interpreted to have the same meanings and usages as 
in the Fair Housing Act and related regulations. It is the further purpose of this Article to regulate the 
development and management of low- and moderate-income housing units constructed in compliance with 
these regulations.  

2. All units, including those funded with Low Income Housing Tax Credits or other subsidy programs, shall 
include the required bedroom distribution and income distribution, shall be subject to affordability controls, 
and shall be affirmatively marketed in accordance with UHAC, with the exception that instead of 10% of 
all rental affordable units being affordable to households earning 35% of less of the regional median 
household income by household size, 13% of all rental affordable units shall be affordable to households 
earning 30% or less of the regional median household income by household size, and all other applicable 
law.  

3. All new construction units shall be adaptable in conformance with N.J.S.A. 52:27D-311a and -311b and all 
other applicable law. 

28-17-2  Affordable Housing Required.  

1. Any residential development approved by the Planning Board of the Borough of Hightstown, including those 
developments consisting in whole or in part of beds counted as a residential dwelling, shall set aside dwelling 
units for persons of low and moderate income as defined in this Article. Unless otherwise stated or as may 
be required within specific zoning districts, the minimum set aside shall be 15% of the total number of units 
if the affordable units will be for rent and 20% of the total number of units if the affordable units will be for 
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sale. In assisted living residence developments, the set-aside shall be a minimum of 10% of the total number 
of units. At least half of all affordable units shall be affordable to low or very low income households. Except 
when part of a larger development of a tract zoned or otherwise permitted to be developed at a residential 
density of 6 units per acre or more, developments of single-family detached and/or duplex or two-family 
dwellings shall be exempt from the inclusionary development requirements of this section, but shall pay an 
affordable housing development fee. Properties shall not be permitted to be subdivided to avoid compliance 
with the inclusionary development requirements of this section.  

2. All developers with sites identified for affordable housing pursuant to the most recent Housing Element and 
Fair Share Plan adopted by the Planning Board and Borough Council of Hightstown, according to their 
respective duties, shall provide affordable housing units in accordance with the plan. All development, 
whether residential, commercial, or industrial shall construct units or pay a development fee in accordance 
with this Article, except as otherwise exempted. 

3. This requirement does not give any developer the right to any such rezoning, variance or other relief, or 
establish any obligation on the part of the Borough of Hightstown to grant such rezoning, variance or other 
relief.  

4. This Borough-wide mandatory set-aside requirement does not supersede the effects or requirements of any 
inclusionary overlay zoning districts for any inclusionary multi-family residential development that occurs 
within the boundaries of those districts. 

5. In the event that the inclusionary set-aside percentage (15% or 20%, as the case may be) of the total number 
of residential units does not result in a full integer, the developer may choose one of two options of addressing 
the fractional unit: 

a. The developer shall round the set-aside upward to construct a whole additional affordable unit; or 

b. If the set-aside includes a fractional unit less than 0.5, the developer may round the set-aside 
downward and construct the lesser whole number of affordable units, but must also make a payment 
in lieu of constructing the fractional additional unit (“fractional payment in lieu”). 

c. The fractional payment in lieu amount shall be calculated as the fractional unit multiplied by the 
payment in lieu amount of $250,000.00, increased annually by the construction Consumer Price 
Index.  

d. For example, if seven total units are developed at an inclusionary site, a 20% set-aside would require 
1.4 affordable units. Per the requirements above: 

1. The developer may round up the 0.4 unit to one whole affordable unit and construct a total 
of two affordable units, in accordance with this section; or 

2. The developer may round the set-aside downward, construct only one affordable unit and 
pay into the Borough’s affordable housing trust fund a fractional in lieu payment equal to 
the dollar amount established hereinabove multiplied by 0.4 units.  

 

28-17-3  Borough Administrative Agent and Administrative Agent. 

1. The Borough Council shall yearly appoint a Borough Administrative Agent to monitor sales and resales of 
affordable housing units, and the leasing of units to tenants. The Borough Administrative Agent may be the 
Municipal Housing Liaison, but is not required to be the same person.  

2. The Borough Administrative Agent shall monitor the designated Administrative Agent of the developer in the 
initial sales and rental transactions for low- and moderate-income dwellings in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:80-
26.14, as it may be amended or superseded. The developer's Administrative Agent shall have all of 
responsibilities as put forth in this rule. After the initial sales and rental transactions, the Borough 
Administrative Agent, the activities of the Administrative Agent for any re-sales or re-rentals. If the Borough 
Administrative Agent is the Administrative Agent for the municipality, then he or she shall assume all of the 
duties and responsibilities set forth in N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.14 following the initial renting, sales and occupancy 
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of low- and moderate-income dwellings. The affordability controls set forth in this chapter shall be 
administered and enforced by the Administrative Agent regardless of association. The primary responsibility 
of the Administrative Agent shall be to ensure that the restricted units are sold or rented, as applicable, only to 
low- and moderate-income households in accordance with the Fair Housing Act.  

3. The Borough Council may establish a reasonable fee to program participants for the administration of the 
affordability controls program. 

4. The Borough Council shall approve the credentials of any person who is an Administrative Agent by resolution 
prior to such person engaging in such work in the Borough of Hightstown. 

5. The Administrative Agent, whether the Borough Administrative Agent, developer's agent, or a delegated 
agent, shall have the responsibility to income qualify low and moderate-income households, to place income 
eligible households in low- and moderate-income units upon initial occupancy, to provide for the initial 
occupancy of low- and moderate-income units with income qualified households, to continue to qualify 
households for re-occupancy of units as they become vacant during the period of affordability controls, to 
assist with advertising and outreach to low- and moderate-income households, and to enforce the terms of the 
deed restriction and mortgage loan. The Administrative Agent shall provide counseling services to low- and 
moderate-income applicants on subjects such as budgeting, credit issues, mortgage qualification, rental lease 
requirements and landlord/tenant law. 

6. The Borough Administrative Agent shall coordinate his or her activities with any outside Administrative Agent 
to ensure the accurate tracking of the progress of affordable housing in the municipality, answer inquiries 
regarding affordable housing from the public or direct same to the appropriate official or agency, and comply 
with the affordable housing monitoring and reporting requirements of the state. 

7. In order to ensure an orderly transfer of control responsibility from a municipality to an administrative agent, 
from one administrative agent to another administrative agent, or other transfer, the requirements as set forth 
in N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.17 shall apply as are necessary before or during the transition. The Administrative Agent's 
enforcement responsibility for implementing such practices and procedures shall not be delegated or otherwise 
transferred to any other party, except to a successor administrative agent and as approved by the Borough 
Council. 

8. By accepting state funds for affordable housing purposes, or by submitting to the jurisdiction of the NJ Council 
on Affordable Housing or its successor agency, the Borough of Hightstown shall be deemed to have delegated 
to the Administrative Agent the day-to-day responsibility for implementing practices and procedures 
designated to ensure effective compliance with the controls set forth in this Article. The governing body of the 
municipality, however, shall retain the ultimate responsibility for ensuring effective compliance with the 
requirements as set forth in UHAC and any settlement agreements pertaining to affordable housing matters. 

9. The Borough Administrative Agent shall complete and return to the NJ Council on Affordable Housing 
(COAH), its successor, or court of competent jurisdiction all forms necessary for monitoring requirements 
related to dwelling units in affordable housing projects and the collection of development fees from residential 
and non-residential developers, payments in lieu of constructing affordable units on site, funds from the sale 
of units with extinguished controls, barrier free escrow funds, rental income, repayments from affordable 
housing program loans, and any other funds collected in connection with the Borough of Hightstown’s 
approved housing program, as well as to the expenditure of revenues and implementation of the approved plan.  

10. The Borough Administrative Agent shall keep records of the affirmative marketing activities undertaken in 
accordance with the affirmative marketing plan established by any developer’s administrative agent. The 
records shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 

a. Electronic reporting of affordable housing activity; any required paper forms; 

b. Copies of any press releases, brochures, flyers, print advertisements and application forms used in 
the affirmative marketing program.  

c. The income and demographic characteristics of each household applying for and occupying 
income-restricted housing.  

d. An evaluation of any necessary adjustments required to the affirmative marketing program as 
communicated by the Administrative Agent.  
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28-17-4  Submission of Affordable Housing Plan. 

1. The developer of low- and moderate-income housing units shall submit to the Borough Administrative Agent 
a description of the means to be used to insure that the required low- and moderate-income units are sold or 
rented only to low- and moderate-income households for a period of not less than 30 years, that such units 
meet bedroom distribution and phasing requirements, and comports with the requirements of this Article 
pertaining to the provisions, leasing, selling and transferring units among eligible low- and moderate-income 
households.  

2. The Affordable Housing Plan shall indicate how the developer will comply with the procedures of this Article 
for selecting occupants of low- and moderate-income housing and the required affirmative marketing 
requirements. The requirements for affirmative marketing are found in §28-17-16.  Whenever a developer 
proposes a third party operator or manager of affordable housing units, the Borough Council shall specifically 
approve such operator and manager.  The Borough Council may delegate this approval to the Borough 
Administrative Agent. 

3. The following information shall promptly be provided to the Borough Administrative Agent by the developer 
or sponsor of any project containing any affordable units’ subject to the requirements of this Article, upon 
the later of either final municipal land use approval or issuance of a grant contract by a governmental 
authority: 

a. The total number of units in the project, and number of restricted units, broken down by bedroom 
size, identifying which are low- and which are moderate-income dwellings, and including street 
addresses of restricted dwellings; 

b. Floor plans of all affordable dwellings, including complete and accurate identification of uses and 
dimensions of all rooms; 

c. A project map identifying the locations of low- and moderate-income and market dwellings; 

d. A list of project principals or partners, together with a list of all other affordable projects in which 
they have been involved over the previous five years; 

e. Projected construction schedule; 

f. Proposed pricing for all units, including any purchaser options and add-on items; 

g. A list of all public funding sources and copies of grant or loan agreements for those sources; 

h. Condominium fees or homeowner association and any other maintenance or other fees; 

i. Estimated real property taxes for sale units; 

j. Sewer, trash disposal and any other utility assessments; 

k. Flood insurance requirement, if applicable; 

l. A description of all HVAC systems; 

m. Location of any common areas and elevators; 

n. Proposed form of lease for any rental units; 

o. The name of the person who will be responsible for official contact with the Borough Administrative 
Agent for the duration of the project;  

p. The name and qualifications of the developer’s administrative agent, if applicable; and 

q. The State-approved Planned Real Estate Development public offering statement and/or master deed 
where available or applicable.  

4. The developer shall submit the marketing plan to the Borough Administrative Agent at least 45 days prior to 
the advertising of the availability of the units. The Borough Administrative Agent will approve or modify the 
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plan within 30 working days of receipt of the plan or within such time as additionally granted by the 
developer. 

28-17-5  Household Income Limitations. 

1. The incomes of low- and moderate-income households occupying affordable housing shall not exceed the 
income limits as of January 1 of the current year. 

2. Median Income Determination. Income limits for all units for which income limits are not already established 
through a federal program exempted from the Uniform Housing Affordability Controls pursuant to N.J.A.C. 
5:80-26.1 shall be updated by the Borough annually following the publication of determinations of median 
income by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and calculation by the 
Affordable Housing Professionals of New Jersey in the absence of such calculation by COAH. 

3. Affordable Housing Purchase or Rent. Very low-income housing units shall be reserved for households with 
a gross household income less than or equal to 30% of the median regional income. Very low-income 
households shall be considered a subset of low-income units. Of the number of very low-income households, 
at least 50% shall be for family households. Low-income housing units shall be reserved for households with 
a gross household income less than or equal to 50% of the median regional income. Moderate-income units 
shall be reserved for households with a gross household income more than 50% but equal to or less than 80% 
of the median income. 

3. Assisted Living Facilities.  Income determination and eligibility for assisted living facilities shall also comply 
with the New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency's Assisted Living Underwriting Guidelines and 
Financing Policy, dated May 28, 1996, as it may be amended or superseded. The monthly fee for rent, meals, 
and basic services for the affordable units in the assisted living facility shall not exceed 80% of household 
income. For the purposes of this section, 62.5% of the fee shall be assumed to be for meals and basic services 
and 37.5% of the fee for rent.  

28-17-6  Household Income Verification. 

1. Any Administrative Agent shall secure the information from applicant households necessary and appropriate 
to determine that restricted dwellings are occupied by properly sized households with appropriate very low, 
low or moderate income levels. No household may be referred to a restricted dwelling, or may receive a 
commitment with respect to a restricted dwelling, unless that household has received a signed and dated 
certification, as set forth in this section, and has executed the certificate in the form provided. 

2. Any Administrative Agent shall use a random selection process to select occupants of very low-, low- and 
moderate-income housing. 

3. Any Administrative Agent shall prepare a standard form of certification and shall sign and date one for each 
household when certified. This certification shall be known as a Certificate of Eligibility and shall be a 
prerequisite for the purchase or rental of an income-restricted dwelling. An initial certification shall be valid 
for no more than 180 days unless a valid contract for sale or lease has been executed within that time period. 
In this event, certifications shall be valid until such time as the contract for sale or lease is ruled invalid and 
no occupancy has occurred. Certifications may be renewed in writing at the request of a certified household 
for an additional period of 180 days at the discretion of the Borough Administrative Agent or Administrative 
Agent.  

4. When reviewing an applicant household’s income to determine eligibility, any Administrative Agent shall 
compare the applicant household’s total gross annual income to the regional very low-, low- and moderate-
income limits then in effect, as approved by the court of competent jurisdiction. For the purposes of this 
subchapter, income includes, but is not limited to, wages, salaries, tips, commissions, alimony, regularly 
scheduled overtime, pensions, social security, unemployment compensation, Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF), verified regular child support, disability, net income from business or real estate, 
and income from assets such as savings, certificates of deposit, money market accounts, mutual funds, stocks, 
bonds and imputed income from non-income producing assets, such as equity in real estate. 
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5. Except as otherwise specifically stated in this subchapter, the sources of income considered by the Borough 
Administrative Agent or Administrative Agent shall be the types of regular income reported to the Internal 
Revenue Service and which is eligible to be used for mortgage loan approval. Household annual gross income 
shall be calculated by projecting current gross income over a 12-month period. 

6. Assets not earning a verifiable income shall have an annual imputed interest income using a current average 
annual savings interest rate. Assets not earning income include, but are not limited to, present real estate 
equity. Applicants owning real estate shall produce documentation of a market value appraisal and 
outstanding mortgage debt. The difference shall be treated as the monetary value of the asset and the imputed 
interest added to income. If the applicant household owns a primary residence with no mortgage on the 
property valued at or above the regional asset limit, a Certificate of Eligibility shall be denied by the Borough 
Administrative Agent or Administrative Agent, unless the applicant’s existing monthly housing costs 
(including principal, interest, taxes, homeowner and private mortgage insurance, and condominium and 
homeowner association fees as applicable) exceed 33% of the household’s eligible monthly income. 

7. Rent from real estate shall be considered income, after deduction of any mortgage payments, real estate taxes, 
property owner’s insurance and reasonable property management expenses as reported to the Internal 
Revenue Service. Other expenses are not deductible. If actual rent is less than fair market rent, the Borough 
Administrative Agent or Administrative Agent shall impute a fair market rent. 

8. Income does not include benefits, payments, rebates or credits received under any of the following:  

a. Federal or State low income energy assistance programs;  

b. Food stamps, payments received for foster care, relocation assistance benefits;  

c. Income of live-in attendants, scholarships, student loans, and personal property, including but not 
limited to, automobiles; and 

d. Lump-sum additions to assets such as inheritances, lottery winnings, gifts, insurance settlements, 
and part-time income of persons enrolled as full-time students.  

e. Income, however, does include interest and other earnings from the investment of any of the 
foregoing benefits, payments, rebates, or credits. 

9. Any Administrative Agent shall require each member of an applicant household who is 18 years of age or 
older to provide documentation to verify the member’s income, including income received by adults on 
behalf of minor children for their benefit. Household members 18 years of age or older who do not receive 
income must produce documentation of current status. Income verification documentation may include, but 
is not limited to, the following for each and every member of a household who is 18 years of age or older: 

a. Four consecutive pay stubs, not more than 120 days old, including bonuses, overtime or tips, or a 
letter from the employer stating the present annual income figure; 

b. Copies of Federal and State income tax returns for each of the preceding three tax years; 

c. A letter or appropriate reporting form verifying monthly benefits such as Social Security, 
unemployment, TANF, disability or pension income (monthly or annually); 

d. A letter or appropriate reporting form verifying any other sources of income claimed by the 
applicant, such as alimony or child support; 

e. Income reports from banks or other financial institutions holding or managing trust funds, money 
market accounts, certificates of deposit, stocks or bonds; and 

f. Evidence or reports of income from directly held assets such as real estate or businesses. 

g. Court ordered payments for alimony or child support to another household, whether or not it is being 
paid regularly, shall be excluded from income for purposes of determining income eligibility. 

10. At the discretion of the Borough Administrative Agent or Administrative Agent, households may also be 
required to produce documentation of household composition for determining the correct dwelling size and 
applicable median income guide. 
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11. Tenant Income Eligibility. In addition to the foregoing requirements, tenant income eligibility shall be in 
accordance with the median income limits of N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.13. Very low-income rental units shall be 
reserved for households with a gross household income less than or equal to 30% of the regional median 
household income by household size. Low-income rental units shall be reserved for households with a gross 
household income less than or equal to 50% of the regional median household income by household size. 
Moderate-income rental units shall be reserved for households with a gross household income less than 80% 
of the regional median household income by household size. 

12. The Administrative Agent shall certify a household as eligible for a restricted rental unit when the household 
is a very low-income, low-income household or a moderate-income household, as applicable to the unit, and 
the rent proposed for the unit does not exceed 35% (40% for age-restricted units) of the household’s eligible 
monthly income as determined pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.16, as may be amended and supplemented; 
provided, however, that this limit may be exceeded if one or more of the following circumstances exists: 

a. The household currently pays more than 35% (40% for households eligible for age-restricted units) 
of its gross household income for rent, and the proposed rent will reduce its housing costs;  

b. The household has consistently paid more than 35% (40% for households eligible for age-restricted 
units) of eligible monthly income for rent in the past and has proven its ability to pay; 

c. The household is currently in substandard or overcrowded living conditions;  

d. The household documents the existence of assets with which the household proposes to supplement 
the rent payments; or 

e. The household documents proposed third-party assistance from an outside source such as a family 
member in a form acceptable to the Administrative Agent and the owner of the unit.  

13. The applicant shall file documentation sufficient to establish the existence of the circumstances in -2.a 
through -2.e above with the Administrative Agent, who shall counsel the household on budgeting. 

 

§ 28-17-7  Certificate of Eligibility, Waiting List and Selection 

A. If the household is found to be eligible for low- and moderate-income housing, they shall be issued a 
Certificate of Eligibility and placed on the affordable housing waiting list, except in the event that such a 
certificate is withheld or removed in accordance with this section. Eligible persons that live or work within 
the East Central Housing Region (Region 4) shall have preference over those that live or work in another 
housing region.  

B. Applicants shall be selected in the order in which their applications are certified and in accordance with the 
provisions of this section. 

C. Households remaining on a waiting list shall update its application no later than April 30 each year, including 
the most recent federal income tax return of each member of the proposed household and such other updated 
income and other information requested on the application.  

D. Households on the waiting list who have not submitted the required information by May 15 each year shall 
be notified by certified mail, mailed to the address on file that they have until June 30 of that year to provide 
the information or they shall be removed from the waiting list.  

E. Any household whose income or priority category has changed such that the household has become eligible 
for a different category of housing or priority list shall be placed on the appropriate list without penalty or 
favor as of the date of the original application.  

F. Any household whose income has increased to the degree that it is no longer eligible for low or moderate 
income housing shall be removed from the waiting list.  
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G. If the Borough Administrative Agent or Administrative Agent has reason to believe that the information on 
file is erroneous or incomplete, he or she shall have the right to conduct an investigation and request any 
additional information deemed necessary to obtain accurate household information. If an applicant does not 
cooperate in such investigation or refuses to reply with the requested additional information within 30 days 
of said request, the applicant shall be removed from the list.  

H. All applications shall be notarized and certified complete and accurate. Anyone knowingly submitting 
incomplete, inaccurate, incorrect or false information may be removed from eligibility for very low-, low- 
and moderate-income dwellings. All information submitted to the Borough Administrative Agent or 
Administrative Agent for the purposes of determining applicant eligibility shall be strictly confidential and 
not considered a public record.  

I. Prior to the time of availability of a very low-, low- and moderate-income dwelling, the Borough 
Administrative Agent or Administrative Agent shall notify by certified mail the top three households on the 
waiting list for the type of dwelling available, its location and the estimated date it will be available. If a 
purchaser or tenant cannot be found from the top three households on the waiting list, notice shall be sent to 
the fourth, fifth, etc., household until a purchaser or tenant is found. The household shall, within 14 days of 
mailing, notify the Borough Administrative Agent or Administrative Agent, in writing, of its intent to occupy 
the dwelling and, if selected, its intent to comply with the requirements of paragraph –I, below, within 15 
days. Any household which fails to respond to the notice or chooses to reject a specific dwelling by informing 
the Administrative Agent in writing, shall retain its priority and shall be notified of available dwellings in the 
future, except that if a household chooses to reject a dwelling or fails to respond three times, it shall be 
removed from the list and must reapply and re-qualify if it wishes to be placed on the list at a new qualified 
priority.  

J. At the time of notice to a household of the availability of an appropriate type of dwelling and if the household 
notifies the Administrative Agent of its intent to occupy the dwelling and that household is selected for 
occupancy, each household member shall update the records on file and recertify the accuracy of the 
information as required herein. Information shall be reviewed and the eligibility status reconfirmed. The 
household selected shall only at that point proceed to make the legal and financial arrangements to acquire 
or lease the dwelling.  

K. If a household selected for occupancy is unable to obtain financing, it shall lose its eligibility for that dwelling, 
after notice, but shall retain its priority status for a similar appropriate dwelling as other dwellings become 
available and as long as the household remains eligible. When notified of the availability of another dwelling, 
updating and recertifying data as outlined in Subsection –H above is required.  

L. A certificate of eligibility may be withheld by the Borough Administrative Agent or Administrative Agent 
as a result of an applicant’s inability to demonstrate sufficient present assets for down payment or security 
deposit purposes. 

M. A certificate of eligibility may be withheld by the Borough Administrative Agent or Administrative Agent 
as a result of an applicant’s inability to verify funds claimed as assets, household composition or other facts 
represented. 

N. A certificate of eligibility shall be denied by the Borough Administrative Agent or Administrative Agent as 
a result of any willful and material misstatement of fact made by the applicant in seeking eligibility. 

28-17-8  Unit Standards and Requirements. 

A. In each affordable development, at least 50 percent of the restricted units within each bedroom distribution 
shall be very low and low-income units, while the remainder may be moderate-income units. 

B. Affordable developments that are not age-restricted shall be structured in conjunction with realistic market 
demands such that: 

1. The combined number of efficiency and one-bedroom units is no greater than 20 percent of the total 
low- and moderate-income units; 
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2. At least 30 percent of all low- and moderate-income units are two bedroom units; 

3. At least 20 percent of all low- and moderate-income units are three bedroom units; and 

4. The remainder, if any, may be allocated at the discretion of the developer. 

C. Age-restricted low- and moderate-income units may utilize a modified bedroom distribution. At a minimum, 
the number of bedrooms shall equal the number of age-restricted low- and moderate-income units within the 
affordable development. The standard may be met by creating all one-bedroom units or by creating a two-
bedroom unit for each efficiency unit.  

D. In determining the initial rents and initial sales prices for compliance with the affordable average 
requirements for restricted units other than assisted living facilities, the following standards shall be used: 

1. An efficiency shall be affordable to a one-person household; 

2. A one-bedroom dwelling shall be affordable to a one and one-half person household; 

3. A two-bedroom dwelling shall be affordable to a three-person household; 

4. A three-bedroom dwelling shall be affordable to a four and one-half person household; 

5. A four-bedroom dwelling shall be affordable to a six-person household. 

6. In referring certified households to specific income-restricted units, to the extent feasible and 
without causing an undue delay in occupying the dwelling, the Borough Administrative Agent shall 
strive to: 

a. Provide an occupant for each unit’s bedroom; 

b. Provide children of different sex with separate bedrooms; and 

c. Prevent more than two persons from occupying a single bedroom. 

E. Size of Units. The minimum size of affordable housing units, which is necessary to ensure the public health 
safety and welfare of its occupants, shall be as indicated in the following table. 

Minimum Size of Affordable Housing Units. 

Type of Unit Minimum Size 
(gross square feet) 

Efficiency 
One-bedroom 
Two-bedroom 
Three-bedroom 

500 
600 
750 
900 

 

F. Certificates of Occupancy. The following additional requirements for the issuance of certificates of 
occupancy shall apply to inclusionary developments: 

1. The initial issuance of certificates of occupancy for market units shall be linked to the issuance of 
certificates of occupancy for affordable units. Prior to the issuance of the certificates of occupancy 
for market units, certificates of occupancy for affordable units shall be required in the following 
minimum ratios: 

 Required Percentage of Affordable to Market Units 

Percentage of Affordable 
Housing Units Completed 

Allowed Percentage of Market 
Housing Units Completed 
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0% 
10% 
50% 
75% 
100% 

25% 
25% + 1 
50% 
75% 
90% 

 

2. Each unit of affordable housing shall require a certificate of occupancy, which shall become void 
upon a change of owner or tenant.  

3. No certificate of occupancy shall be issued for a low- and moderate-income unit unless the 
provisions of N.J.A.C. 5:93-9.3, or superseding administrative code, are met. 

G. Unit Type and Household Size. The following housing type shall be used in determining affordability as it 
relates to household size: 

 

Unit Type and Household Size 

 
Unit Size 

Household Size 
(persons) 

Efficiency 
One-bedroom 
Two-bedroom 
Three-bedroom 
Four-bedroom 

1 
1.5 
3 
4.5 
6 

 

H. Distribution of Low- and Moderate-Income Units. At least 50% of all units within each inclusionary 
development shall be affordable to low-income households. At least 50% of all rental units shall be affordable 
to low-income households. Of the total number of affordable housing units, 13% of the total shall be 
earmarked as very low-income units and shall be counted towards the minimum low-income requirement.   

I. Utilities and Heating Source. Tenant-paid utilities that are included in the utility allowance shall be so stated 
in the lease and shall be consistent with the utility allowance approved by the NJ Department of Community 
Affairs for its Section 8 program. Affordable units shall utilize the same type of heating source as market 
units within the affordable development. 

J. Appearance and Location. The facade of an affordable housing dwelling shall be indistinguishable from those 
of market units in terms of the use of exterior materials, windows, doors, reveal, roof pitch, color, or other 
material. Affordable housing units shall be fully integrated with market rate housing to the greatest extent 
feasible and shall have access to open space and site amenities comparable to that of market rate units.  

K. Tenure. For inclusionary developments with a single housing type, the affordable housing units shall have 
the same tenure as the market housing units. 

28-17-9  Initial Selling and Renting Determinations. 

A. In establishing rents and sales prices of affordable housing units, the administrative agent shall follow the 
procedures as set forth in the Uniform Housing Affordability Controls. 

B. Required pricing stratification. 
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1. The maximum rent for affordable units within each affordable development shall be affordable to 
households earning no more than 60% of median income and the average rent for low- and 
moderate-income units shall be affordable to households earning no more than 52% of median 
income. The developers and/or municipal sponsors of restricted rental units shall establish at least 
one rent for each bedroom type for both low income and moderate income units, provided that at 
least 13% of all low- and moderate-income units shall be affordable to households earning no more 
than 30% of median income. 

2. The maximum sales price of restricted ownership units within each affordable development shall be 
affordable to households earning no more than 70% of median income. Each affordable 
development shall achieve an affordability average of 55% for restricted ownership units. In 
achieving this affordability average, moderate income ownership units shall be available for at least 
three different prices for each bedroom type, and low income ownership units shall be available for 
at least two different prices for each bedroom type. 

C. Initial Pricing and Annual Increases of Affordable Dwellings. 

1. Owner-occupied dwellings initial pricing. The initial purchase price for all restricted ownership 
units shall be calculated so that the monthly carrying cost of the dwelling, including principal and 
interest (based on a mortgage loan equal to 95% of the purchase price and the Federal Reserve H.15 
rate of interest), taxes, homeowner and private mortgage insurance and condominium or homeowner 
association fees do not exceed 28% of the eligible monthly income of the appropriate size household 
as determined under N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.4; provided, however, that the price shall be subject to the 
affordability average requirement as noted above. 

2. Rental dwellings initial pricing. The initial rent for a restricted rental dwelling shall be calculated so 
as not to exceed 30% of the eligible monthly income of the appropriate household size as determined 
under N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.4, as may be amended and supplemented; provided, however, that the rent 
shall be subject to the affordability average requirement. 

3. Owner-occupied dwellings annual increase. The price of owner-occupied low and moderate income 
units may increase annually based on the percentage increase in the regional median income limit 
for each housing region. In no event shall the maximum resale price established by the 
administrative agent be lower than the last recorded purchase price. 

4. Rental dwellings annual increase. The rent of low and moderate income units may be increased 
annually based on the percentage increase in the Housing Consumer Price Index for the United 
States. This increase shall not exceed 9% in any one year. Rents for units constructed pursuant to 
low income housing tax credit regulations shall be indexed pursuant to the regulations governing 
low income housing tax credits.  

5. Utilities. Tenant-paid utilities that are included in the utility allowance shall be so stated in the lease 
and shall be consistent with the utility allowance approved by the NJ Department of Community 
Affairs for its Section 8 program. 

D. Price Restrictions for Restricted Ownership Units, Homeowner Association Fees and Resale Prices.  

1. The initial purchase price for a restricted ownership dwelling shall be approved by the Borough 
Administrative Agent. 

2. The Borough Administrative Agent shall approve all resale prices, in writing and in advance of the 
resale, to assure compliance with the foregoing standards. 

3. The method used to determine the condominium association fee amounts and special assessments 
shall be indistinguishable between the low- and moderate-income homeowners and the market 
homeowners. 
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E. The owners of restricted ownership units may apply to the Borough Administrative Agent to increase the 
maximum sales price for the dwelling on the basis of eligible capital improvements. Eligible capital 
improvements shall be those that render the dwelling suitable for a larger household or the addition of a 
bathroom. 

28-17-10 Affordability Controls for Ownership Units. 

A. The affordability control period for a restricted ownership dwelling shall commence on the date the initial 
certified household takes title to the dwelling. 

B. Each restricted ownership dwelling shall remain subject to the requirements of UHAC until the Borough of 
Hightstown elects to release the dwelling from such requirements pursuant to action taken in compliance 
with N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.5(g). Prior to such municipal election, a restricted ownership dwelling shall remain 
subject to the requirements of N.J.A.C. 5-80-26.5, for a period of at least 30 years, and for a period of at least 
10 years or the sale and repayment of any loan proceeds for owner-occupied units that were rehabilitated. 
Where a dwelling unit is entered into an extension of expiring controls program, the time period for the 
ownership restriction shall be at least 30 years from the date that the existing or prior restriction would have 
expired.  

C. The affordability control period for a restricted ownership dwelling shall commence on the date the initial 
certified household takes title to the dwelling. 

D. Each restricted ownership dwelling shall remain in compliance with and subject to the requirements of 
N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.5 for control periods, N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.6 for price restrictions, N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.7 for buyer 
income eligibility, N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.8 for limitations on indebtedness and subordination, N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.9 
for capital improvements, and N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.10 for maintenance. 

E. Limitations on Indebtedness Secured by Ownership Dwelling; Subordination. 

1. Prior to incurring any indebtedness to be secured by a restricted ownership dwelling, the Borough 
Administrative Agent shall determine in writing that the proposed indebtedness complies with the 
provisions of this section. 

2. With the exception of original purchase money mortgages, during a control period neither an owner 
nor a lender shall at any time cause or permit the total indebtedness secured by a restricted ownership 
dwelling to exceed 95% of the maximum allowable resale price of that dwelling, as such price is 
determined by the Borough Administrative Agent in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.6(b). 

F. Capital Improvements to Ownership Units. 

1. The owners of restricted ownership units may apply to the Borough Administrative Agent to 
increase the maximum sales price for the dwelling on the basis of capital improvements made since 
the purchase of the dwelling. Eligible capital improvements shall be those that render the dwelling 
suitable for a larger household or that adds an additional bathroom. In no event shall the maximum 
sales price of an improved housing dwelling exceed the limits of affordability for the larger 
household. 

2. Upon the resale of a restricted ownership dwelling, all items of property that are permanently affixed 
to the dwelling or were included when the dwelling was initially restricted (for example, refrigerator, 
range, washer, dryer, dishwasher, wall-to-wall carpeting) shall be included in the maximum 
allowable resale price. Other items may be sold to the purchaser at a reasonable price that has been 
approved by the Borough Administrative Agent at the time of the signing of the agreement to 
purchase. The purchase of central air conditioning installed subsequent to the initial sale of the 
dwelling and not included in the base price may be made a condition of the dwelling resale provided 
the price, which shall be subject to 10-year, straight-line depreciation, has been approved by the 
Borough Administrative Agent. Unless otherwise approved by the Borough Administrative Agent, 
the purchase of any property other than central air conditioning shall not be made a condition of the 
dwelling resale. The owner and the purchaser must personally certify at the time of closing that no 
unapproved transfer of funds for the purpose of selling and receiving property has taken place at the 
time of or as a condition of resale. 
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G. Notice of Resale, Recapture Covenant and 95/5 Purchase Options. 

1. The owner of the property is required to notify the Borough Administrative Agent by certified mail 
of any intent to sell the property 90 days prior to entering into an agreement for the first non-exempt 
sale of the Property after the conclusion of the period of affordability controls on restricted units in 
effect at the time the Property was first restricted as part of the Affordable Housing Program. 

2. The municipal construction code official shall inspect the available affordable resale unit for 
construction and property maintenance code violation(s). The code official shall submit in writing 
to the owner and the Borough Administrative Agent a listing of the violation(s). The estimated cost 
of the repairs not completed by the owner prior to resale shall be deducted from the resale price. 
The cost of repairs not undertaken by the owner will be determined by estimator(s) and/or 
contractor(s) supplied by the Borough Administrative Agent and charged back to the seller. 

3. Upon the first such non-exempt sale of the Property, 95% of the difference between, (i), the actual 
sale price; and (ii), the regulated maximum sales price that would be applicable were the period of 
affordability controls on restricted units still in effect, shall be paid at closing to the Borough of 
Hightstown; or, to the NJ Department of Community Affairs or NJ Housing and Mortgage Finance 
Agency, when acting as receiving agent for the municipality. Exempt sales shall be as listed in §28-
17-13. 

4. Such non-exempt sale is subject to the options provided for in N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.20 (Option to buy 
95/5 units), N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.21 (Municipal Option on 95/5 units), N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.22 (State 
Option on 95/5 Units), N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.23 (Non-Profit Option on 95/5 Units), N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.24 
(Seller Option on 95/5 Units), N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.25 (Municipal Rejection of Repayment Option on 
95/5 Units) and N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.26 (Continued Application of Options to Create, Rehabilitate or 
Maintain 95/5 Units) of UHAC. 

28-17-11 Affordability Controls on Rental Dwellings. 

A. Each restricted rental dwelling shall remain subject to the requirements of UHAC until the Borough of 
Hightstown elects to release the dwelling from such requirement pursuant to action taken in compliance with 
N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.11(e). Prior to such a municipal election, a restricted rental dwelling shall remain subject to 
the requirements of N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.11, for a minimum of 30 years, and for a period of at least 10 years or 
the sale and repayment of any loan proceeds for renter-occupied units that were rehabilitated. 

B. Each restricted rental dwelling shall remain in compliance with and subject to the requirements of N.J.A.C. 
5:80-26.11 for control periods, N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.12 for restrictions on rents, and N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.13 for 
tenant income eligibility.    

C. Deeds of all real property that include restricted rental units shall contain deed restriction language. The deed 
restriction shall have priority over all mortgages on the property, and the deed restriction shall be filed by the 
developer or seller with the records office of the County of Mercer. A copy of the filed document shall be 
provided to the Borough Administrative Agent within 30 days of the receipt of a Certificate of Occupancy. 

D. A restricted rental dwelling shall remain subject to the affordability controls of this Article, despite the 
occurrence of any of the following events: 

1. Sublease or assignment of the lease of the dwelling; 

2. Sale or other voluntary transfer of the ownership of the dwelling; or  

3. The entry and enforcement of any judgment of foreclosure. 

E. Rent Restrictions for Rental Units; Leases. 

1. A written lease shall be required for all restricted rental units, and tenants shall be responsible for 
security deposits and the full amount of the rent as stated on the lease. A copy of the current lease 
for each restricted rental dwelling shall be provided to the Borough Administrative Agent. 
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2. No additional fees or charges shall be added to the approved rent without the express written 
approval of the Borough Administrative Agent.  

3. Application fees (including the charge for any credit check) shall not exceed 5% of the monthly rent 
of the applicable restricted dwelling and shall be payable to the Borough Administrative Agent to 
be applied to the costs of administering the controls applicable to the dwelling as set forth in this 
Article. 

28-17-12 Accessibility Requirements.  

The following barrier free accessibility and adaptability requirements shall apply to all new construction: 

A. The first floor of all restricted townhouse dwelling units and all restricted units in all other multistory 
buildings shall be subject to the technical design standards of the Barrier Free Sub-code, N.J.A.C. 5:23-7. 

B. All restricted townhouse dwellings and all restricted units in other multistory buildings in which a restricted 
dwelling is attached to at least one other dwelling shall have the following features: 

1. An adaptable toilet and bathing facility on the first floor; 

2. An adaptable kitchen on the first floor; 

3. An interior accessible route of travel on the first floor; 

4. An interior accessible route of travel shall not be required between stories within an individual 
dwelling; 

5. An adaptable room that can be used as a bedroom, with a door or the casing for the installation of a 
door, on the first floor; and 

6. An accessible entranceway in accordance with N.J.S.A. 52:27D-311a, et seq. and the Barrier Free 
Sub-code, N.J.A.C. 5:23-7, or evidence that the municipality has collected funds from the developer 
sufficient to make 10% of the adaptable entrances in the development accessible: 

a. Where a dwelling has been constructed with an adaptable entrance, upon the request of a 
disabled person who is purchasing or will reside in the dwelling, an accessible entrance 
shall be installed.  

b. To this end, the developer of restricted units shall deposit funds within the affordable 
housing trust fund of the Borough of Hightstown sufficient to install accessible entrances 
in 10% of the affordable units that have been constructed with adaptable entrances.  

c. The funds deposited under sub-paragraph –(b) above shall be used by the Borough for the 
sole purpose of making the adaptable entrance of any affordable dwelling accessible when 
requested to do so by a person with a disability who occupies or intends to occupy the 
dwelling and requires an accessible entrance. 

7. The developer of the restricted units shall submit a design plan and cost estimate for the conversion 
from an adaptable to an accessible entrance to the Construction Code Official. 

8. Once the Construction Code Official has determined that the design plan to convert the unit 
entrances from adaptable to accessible meet the requirements of the Barrier Free Subcode, N.J.A.C. 
5:23-7, and that the cost estimate of such conversion is reasonable, payment shall be made into the 
municipality’s affordable housing trust fund by the Chief Financial Officer who shall ensure that 
the funds are deposited into the affordable housing trust fund and appropriately earmarked. 

9. Full compliance with the foregoing provisions shall not be required where an entity can demonstrate 
that physical or environmental conditions of the site render it impracticable to meet the 
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requirements. Determinations of site impracticability shall be in compliance with the Barrier Free 
Subcode, N.J.A.C. 5:23-7.  

28-17-13 Exempt Transactions.  

A. The following transactions shall be deemed "non-sales" for purposes of these regulations and the owner 
receiving title by virtue of any of the following transactions shall be entitled to a statement of exemption to 
the owner receiving title by virtue of any of the following transactions: 

1. Transfer of ownership of an affordable sales unit between husband and wife; 

2. Transfer of ownership of an affordable sales unit between former spouses ordered as a result of a 
judicial decree of divorce (and not including sales to third parties); 

3. Transfer of ownership of an affordable unit between family members as a result of inheritance; 

4. Transfer of ownership of an affordable unit through an executor's deed to a Class A beneficiary; 

5. Transfer of ownership of an affordable unit through an order of the Superior Court or other court, 
in a foreclosure proceeding or transfer in lieu of foreclosure after a foreclosure proceeding has 
commenced. 

B. Except for the income level of the family acquiring title by an exempt transaction, the exempt transfer will 
not eliminate any restrictions set forth herein including, but not limited to, the unit remaining the prime 
resident and the requirement for resale to low and moderate income families as applicable and all such 
restrictions shall remain in effect following the exempt transfer except as stated in subsection -A.5. 

C. Should a mortgagee acquire title pursuant to subsection -A.5 it may re-sell the unit to any family, regardless 
of income, with the municipality having the right of first refusal. The sales price to the municipality is the 
amount necessary to cure the foreclosure. This includes all principal and interest due to the mortgagee and 
other lien holders, repayment of equity to the owner prior to foreclosure and the costs of foreclosure. If the 
municipality does not purchase the unit, the mortgagee may sell the unit without any of the restrictions set 
forth in this section. The amount of the sale above that which is necessary to cure the foreclosure will be 
turned over to the municipality to be used for low and moderate income housing. 

28-17-14 Leasing Restriction.  

Initial and subsequent owners of affordable housing units shall occupy the dwelling as their principal residence. Rental 
or subleasing of the affordable housing unit is expressly forbidden. 

28-17-15 Effect on Landlord and Tenant Relationship. 

A. Nothing in these rules should be construed to limit the rights and duties of the owner and tenant to maintain 
the dwelling in accordance with all appropriate New Jersey State or municipal construction and property 
maintenance codes. 

B. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Article, any member of a household occupying a dwelling 
under this Article and subject to the regulations of the Borough of Hightstown is subject to eviction for any 
reasons allowed under applicable New Jersey law. The provisions of this Article are not intended to confer 
any additional rights or obligations on property owners or tenants other than those mandated by statute or 
required by the courts of the State of New Jersey or the duly adopted regulations of any of its agencies. 

28-17-16 Affirmative Marketing for Affordable Housing. 

A. Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to establish administrative procedures to ensure a wide dissemination 
of knowledge of affordable housing units as they become available to the low and moderate income 
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population, and that the selection of tenants or homeowners, as the case may be, meets the requirements of 
UHAC. 

B. An Affirmative Marketing Plan is a regional marketing strategy designed to attract buyers and/or renters of 
all majority and minority groups, regardless of race, creed, color, national origin, ancestry, marital, or familial 
status, gender, affectional or sexual orientation, disability, age or number of children to housing units which 
are being marketed by a developer or sponsor of affordable housing. An Affirmative Marketing Plan is also 
intended to target those potentially eligible persons who are least likely to apply for affordable units in that 
region.  

C. Affirmative Marketing Requirements. Within the overall framework of the municipality’s affirmative 
marketing program, all affordable housing units in Hightstown Borough shall be marketed in accordance 
with the provisions in this Section unless otherwise provided for in N.J.A.C. 5:80-26-1. An Affirmative 
Marketing Plan shall be created for each development that contains or will contain low and moderate income 
units, including those that are part of the Borough’s prior round Housing Element and its current Housing 
Element and those that may be constructed in future developments not yet anticipated. This Affirmative 
Marketing Plan shall also apply to any rehabilitated units that are vacated and re-rented during the applicable 
period of controls for rehabilitated rental units when Hightstown is allocated a rehabilitation component.  

D. Plan Preparation. The Borough Administrative Agent or Administrative Agent shall prepare an Affirmative 
Marketing Plan for each affordable housing program, as applicable, comporting with N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.15, 
for review and approval by the Borough Administrative Agent. The Borough Administrative Agent of the 
Borough shall oversee the work of a developer’s Administrative Agent provided that the person has been 
approved by the Borough Administrative Agent. Regardless of the drafting agent, the Affirmative Marketing 
Plan is intended to be used by developers of affordable housing restricted to low and moderate income 
households located within the municipality. The Administrative Agent responsible for specific affordable 
housing programs or developments shall ensure that the affirmative marketing of all affordable units is 
consistent with these provisions.  

E. Affirmative Marketing Implementation. The Affirmative Marketing Plan includes regulations for 
qualification of income eligibility, price and rent restrictions, bedroom distribution, affordability control 
periods, and unit marketing in accordance to N.J.A.C. 5:80-26. All newly created affordable units will comply 
with the thirty-year affordability control required by UHAC, N.J.A.C. 5:80-26-5 and 5:80-26-11. This plan 
will be adhered to by all private, non-profit or municipal developers of affordable housing units and will 
cover the period of deed restriction or affordability controls on each affordable unit. The Affirmative 
Marketing Plan for each affordable housing development shall meet the following minimum requirements: 

1. The Affirmative Marketing Plan shall provide a regional preference for all households that live 
and/or work in Housing Region 4, comprised of Mercer, Monmouth and Ocean Counties. 

2. Although the Borough has the ultimate responsibility for implementing all aspects of Hightstown’s 
affordable housing program, the Administrative Agent designated by the Borough Administrative 
Agent shall assure that the affirmative marketing of all affordable units is consistent with the 
Affirmative Marketing Plan for the municipality.  

3. The Administrative Agent shall provide a list of counseling services to low and moderate income 
applicants on subjects such as budgeting, credit issues, mortgage qualification, rental lease 
requirements, and landlord/tenant law.  

4. The affirmative marketing process for available affordable units shall begin at least four months 
prior to the expected date of occupancy. Advertising and outreach shall take place during the first 
week of the marketing program and each month thereafter until all of the affordable units have been 
leased or sold. 

5. The costs of advertising and affirmative marketing of the affordable units shall be the responsibility 
of the developer, sponsor or owner, unless otherwise determined or agreed to by the Borough of 
Hightstown. 

6. The Affirmative Marketing Plan for each affordable housing development shall describe the media 
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to be used in advertising and publicizing the availability of housing. In implementing the 
Affirmative Marketing Plan, the Administrative Agent shall consider the use of language 
translations where appropriate.  

7. Applications for affordable housing shall be available in several locations, including, at a minimum, 
the County Administration Building and/or the County Library for each county within the housing 
region; the municipal administration building and the municipal library in Hightstown; and the 
developer's rental office. Applications shall be mailed to prospective applicants upon request. 

8. The Borough Administrative Agent shall develop, maintain and update a list of community contact 
person(s) and/or organizations(s) in the Region 4 Housing Area for the use of the Borough and other 
Administrative Agents. In addition, the list shall also include Fair Share Housing Center, the New 
Jersey State Conference of the NAACP, the Latino Action Network, the Trenton, Greater Red Bank, 
Asbury Park/Neptune, Bayshore, Greater Freehold, Greater Long Branch Branches of the NAACP, 
Shiloh Baptist Church, and the Supportive Housing Association, which entities shall receive specific 
notice of all available affordable housing units along with copies of application forms. This list shall 
be updated periodically. The list shall contain organizations that will aid in the affirmative marketing 
program with particular emphasis on contacts with outreach to groups and individuals that are least 
likely to apply for affordable housing within the region. A representative sample of the organizations 
on the list not otherwise requiring specific notice herein shall be contacted as part of the affirmative 
marketing effort as approved by the Borough Administrative Agent. 

9. The Affirmative Marketing Plan shall be approved by the Borough Administrative Agent prior to 
implementation. 

28-17-17 Violations of Affordable Housing Regulations  

A. Upon the occurrence of a breach of any of the regulations governing the affordable dwelling by an owner, 
developer or tenant the municipality shall have all remedies provided at law or equity, including but not 
limited to foreclosure, tenant eviction, municipal fines, a requirement for household recertification, 
acceleration of all sums due under a mortgage, recoupment of any funds from a sale in the violation of the 
regulations, injunctive relief to prevent further violation of the regulations, entry on the premises, and specific 
performance. 

B. After providing written notice of a violation to an owner, developer or tenant of a low- or moderate-income 
dwelling and advising the owner, developer or tenant of the penalties for such violations, the municipality 
may take the following action against the owner, developer or tenant for any violation that remains uncured 
for a period of 60 days after service of the written notice: 

1. The municipality may file a court action pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2A:58-11 alleging a violation, or 
violations, of the regulations governing the affordable housing unit. If the owner, developer or tenant 
is found by the court to have violated any provision of the regulations governing affordable housing 
units the owner, developer or tenant shall be subject to one or more of the following penalties, at the 
discretion of the court: 

a. A fine of not more than $1,000.00 or imprisonment for a period not to exceed 90 days, or 
both. Each and every day that the violation continues or exists shall be considered a 
separate and specific violation of these provisions and not as a continuing offense; 

b. In the case of an owner who has rented his or her low- or moderate-income dwelling in 
violation of the regulations governing affordable housing units, payment into the Borough 
of Hightstown’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund of the gross amount of rent illegally 
collected;  

c. In the case of an owner who has rented his or her low or moderate income unit in violation 
of the regulations governing affordable housing units, payment of an innocent tenant's 
reasonable relocation costs, as determined by the court. 
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2. The municipality may file a court action in the Superior Court seeking a judgment, which would 
result in the termination of the Owner's equity or other interest in the dwelling, in the nature of a 
mortgage foreclosure. Any judgment shall be enforceable as if the same were a judgment of default 
of the first purchase money mortgage and shall constitute a lien against the low and moderate income 
unit. 

3. Such judgment shall be enforceable, at the option of the municipality, by means of an execution sale 
by the County Sheriff, at which time the low and moderate income unit of the violating owner shall 
be sold at a sale price which is not less than the amount necessary to fully satisfy and pay off any 
first purchase money mortgage and prior liens and the costs of the enforcement proceedings incurred 
by the municipality, including attorney's fees. The violating owner shall have the right to possession 
terminated as well as the title conveyed pursuant to the Sheriff's sale. 

C. The proceeds of the Sheriff's sale shall first be applied to satisfy the first purchase money mortgage lien upon 
the dwelling and any prior liens on the dwelling. The excess, if any, shall be applied to reimburse the Borough 
for any and all costs and expenses incurred in connection with either the court action resulting in the judgment 
of violation or the Sheriff's sale. In the event that the proceeds from the Sheriff's sale are insufficient to 
reimburse the Borough in full as aforesaid, the violating owner shall be personally responsible for the 
deficiency, in addition to any and all costs incurred by the Borough in connection with collecting said 
deficiency. The remainder, if any, up to a maximum of the amount the owner would be entitled to if he or 
she were to sell the dwelling as permitted by N.J.S.A. 5:80-26.1 et seq., shall be placed in escrow by the 
Borough for the owner and shall be held in such escrow for a period of two years or until such time as the 
owner shall make a claim with the Borough for the same. Failure of the owner to claim said sum within the 
two-year period shall automatically result in a forfeiture of said remainder to the municipality and paid into 
the Affordable Housing Trust Fund. Any interest accrued or earned on the remainder while being held in 
escrow shall belong to and shall be paid to the Hightstown Borough Affordable Housing Fund whether the 
remainder is paid to the owner or forfeited to the Borough. Any excess funds derived over and above the sum 
due the owner shall be paid over to the Borough's Affordable Housing Trust Fund.  

D. Foreclosure by the municipality due to violation of the regulations governing affordable housing units shall 
not extinguish the restrictions of the regulations governing affordable housing units as the same apply to the 
low and moderate income unit. Title shall be conveyed to the purchaser at the Sheriff's sale, subject to the 
restrictions and provisions of the regulations governing the affordable housing dwelling. The owner 
determined to be in violation of the provisions of this plan and from whom title and possession were taken 
by means of the Sheriff's sale shall not be entitled to any right of redemption. 

E. If there are no bidders at the Sheriff's sale, or if insufficient amounts are bid to satisfy the first purchase 
money mortgage and any prior liens, the municipality may acquire title to the low- and moderate-income unit 
by satisfying the first purchase money mortgage and any prior liens and crediting the violating owner with 
an amount equal to the difference between the first purchase money mortgage and any prior liens and costs 
of the enforcement proceedings, including legal fees and the maximum resale price for which the low- and 
moderate-income unit could have been sold under the terms of the regulations governing affordable housing 
units. This excess shall be treated in the same manner as the excess which would have been realized from an 
actual sale as previously described. 

F. Failure of the very low-, low- and moderate- income unit to be either sold at the Sheriff's sale or acquired by 
the municipality shall obligate the owner to accept an offer to purchase from any qualified purchaser which 
may be referred to the owner by the municipality, with such offer to purchase being equal to the maximum 
resale price of the low- and moderate-income unit as permitted by the regulations governing affordable 
housing units. 

G. The owner shall remain fully obligated, responsible and liable for complying with the terms and restrictions 
of governing affordable housing units until such time as title is conveyed from the owner. 

H. Right to Cure. The Borough may, at its option, advance and pay all sums necessary to protect, preserve and 
retain the dwelling as an affordable dwelling, subject to the terms of this Article. All sums so advanced and 
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paid by the Borough shall become a lien against said dwelling and shall have a higher priority than any lien 
except the first purchase money mortgage lien and liens by duly authorized government agencies. Such sums 
may include but are not limited to insurance premiums, taxes, assessments (public or private) and costs of 
repair necessary to bring the dwelling up to any and all applicable local, state or federal codes and liens which 
may be or become prior and senior to any first purchase money mortgage as a lien on the dwelling or any 
part thereof. If, in the event of a default or nonpayment by the owner of an affordable dwelling, any first 
mortgagee or other creditor of an owner of an affordable dwelling exercises its contractual or legal remedies 
available, the owner shall notify the Administrative Agent and the Borough Solicitor of the Borough, in 
writing, within 10 days of notification by the first mortgagee or creditor and no later than 10 days after service 
of any summons and complaint, and the Borough shall have the option to purchase, redeem or cure any 
default upon such terms and conditions as may be agreeable to all parties in interest and/or to acquire the first 
purchase money mortgage to the dwelling, thereby replacing the first mortgagee as the first mortgagee of the 
dwelling. The Borough shall have the same priority of lien as was held by the first mortgagee at the time the 
Borough acquires such first purchase money mortgage and shall have the right of subrogation with respect 
to any other claim or lien it satisfies or acquires.  

I. Provisions for First Purchase Money Mortgagees.  

1. The terms and restrictions of this section shall be subordinate only to a first purchase money 
mortgage lien on any affordable dwelling and in no way shall impair the first mortgagee's ability to 
exercise the contract remedies available to it in the event of default as set forth in the first purchase 
money mortgage. The first mortgagee and/or mortgage servicer shall serve written notice upon the 
Borough within 10 days after the first purchase money mortgage is two months in arrears and again 
within 10 calendar days of the filing of a complaint seeking foreclosure of the first purchase money 
mortgage held on an affordable dwelling. However, a judgment of foreclosure upon the property 
shall in no instance terminate the conditions and requirements of this Article maintaining the 
dwelling as an affordable, income-restricted residence. 

2. The obligation of the first mortgagee and servicer to notify the Borough shall cease automatically 
and immediately upon the sale of the first purchase money mortgage to the Federal National 
Mortgage Association or in the secondary mortgage market, unless the rules and regulations or 
guidelines of the Federal National Mortgage Association are amended so as to not prohibit or 
exclude placing such obligation upon the holder of the mortgage or its service representative, in 
which case, an instrument duly evidencing the same shall be recorded with the Register of Deeds, 
Mercer County, New Jersey, before any such obligation shall exist. Provided that the first mortgagee 
is obligated to give the Borough the above-mentioned notices, the first mortgagee shall also serve 
written notice of any proposed foreclosure sale upon the Borough at least 30 days prior to the first 
scheduled date of such sale. The first mortgagee shall serve notice upon the Borough within 30 days 
of the sale of the first purchase money mortgage to the Federal National Mortgage Association or 
in the secondary mortgage market.  

3. The Borough of Hightstown or any instrumentality designated by the Borough shall have the right 
to purchase any mortgage which is in default at any time prior to the entry of a foreclosure judgment 
or within the redemption period thereafter. Notification of a default and of the institution of a 
foreclosure action and of a sheriff's sale shall be served, in writing, upon the Borough Clerk and 
Municipal Attorney. The Borough of Hightstown shall at all times be considered a party in interest 
and shall have the right to be joined as a party defendant and/or shall have the right to intervene in 
any foreclosure action seeking foreclosure of a first mortgage and/or shall have the right to redeem 
and acquire the owner's equity of redemption or to acquire the dwelling from the owner upon such 
terms and conditions as may be determined by the Borough.  

4. Surplus funds. In the event of a foreclosure sale by the holder of the first purchase money mortgage, 
the owner shall be personally obligated to pay to the Borough any excess funds, but only to the 
extent that such excess funds exceed the difference between what the owner could have resold his 
dwelling for under this Article at the time of the foreclosure sale and the amount necessary to redeem 
and satisfy the first purchase money mortgage debt, including costs of foreclosure and costs of 
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repairs necessary to bring the dwelling up to any and all applicable local, state or federal codes. For 
the purposes of this subsection, excess funds shall be the total paid to the sheriff in excess of the 
amount required to pay and satisfy the first purchase money mortgage, including the costs of 
foreclosure, even if junior creditors actually receive payment from said surplus funds to the 
exclusion of the owner. The Borough is hereby given a first priority lien, second only to the first 
mortgagee for any taxes or public assessments by a duly authorized governmental body up to the 
full amount of excess funds. This obligation of the owner to pay this full amount to the Borough 
shall be deemed to be a personal obligation of the owner of record at the time of the foreclosure 
sale, and the Borough is hereby empowered to enforce this obligation in any appropriate court of 
law or equity as though the same were a personal contractual obligation of the owner. Neither the 
first mortgagee nor the purchaser at the foreclosure sale shall be responsible or liable to the Borough 
for any portion of this excess. The Borough shall deposit any funds received in the Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund and use it for the purposes as set forth in the Housing Element and Fair Share 
Plan.  

Section 3. Continuation. In all other respects, the Zoning Ordinance of the Borough of Hightstown shall 
remain unchanged. 

Section 4. Severability. If any portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or 
invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the Zoning Ordinance as a 
whole, or any other part thereof. 

Section 5. Repealer. All ordinances or parts of ordinances which are inconsistent with the provisions of this 
Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency only. 

Section 6. Enactment. This Ordinance shall take effect upon the filing thereof with the Mercer County 
Planning Board after final passage, adoption, and publication by the Borough Clerk of the Borough of Hightstown in 
the manner prescribed by law. 

 

 

Introduction:  
 
Adoption:   
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
                                                               __________________________________                   
DEBRA L. SOPRONYI    LAWRENCE D. QUATTRONE 
MUNICIPAL CLERK    MAYOR 
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Resolution 2019-33 
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 

COUNTY OF MERCER 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 

WHEREAS, certain bills are due and payable as per itemized claims listed on the following schedules, 
which are made a part of the minutes of this meeting as a supplemental record; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that 
the bills be paid on audit and approval of the Borough Administrator, the appropriate Department Head and the 
Treasurer in the amount of $339753.31 from the following accounts: 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on January 22, 2019. 

____________________________________ 
Debra L. Sopronyi 
Borough Clerk 

Housing Trust 0.00

Animal Control 0.00

Law Enforcement Trust 0.00

Housing Rehab Loans 0.00

Unemployment Trust 0.00

Escrow 10,006.90

Total $339,753.31
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January 17, 2019                                                            Borough of Hightstown                                                             Page No: 1    
09:11 AM                                                                  Bill List By Vendor Name                                                                          
 

P.O. Type: All                              Include Project Line Items: Yes                Open: N    Paid: N    Void: N
    Range: First                          to Last                                          Rcvd: Y    Held: Y    Aprv: N      
   Format: Detail without Line Item Notes                                                   Bid: Y   State: Y   Other: Y   Exempt: Y

Vendor # Name
 PO #     PO Date  Description                    Contract  PO Type                                                             First    Rcvd     Chk/Void              1099
 Item Description                          Amount  Charge Account    Acct Type Description                             Stat/Chk Enc Date Date     Date     Invoice      Excl

A0080    ASCAP                                                                                                                                                              
 19-00015 01/14/19 ACCT NO. 500587257 12/20/18               
   1 ACCT NO. 500587257 12/20/18           357.00  9-01-30-420-001-197       B ASCAP                                    R       01/14/19 01/17/19          500587257       N
 
                      Vendor Total:        357.00 
 
C0752    CHAD REED                                                                                                                                                          
 19-00010 01/14/19 REIMBURSE FIRE INVEST CERT 19             
   1 REIMBURSE FIRE INVEST CERT 19          91.00  9-01-25-256-002-044       B Professional Association Dues            R       01/14/19 01/17/19          19 FIRE INVEST  N
 
                      Vendor Total:         91.00 
 
C0055    CJCOA INC                                                                                                                                                          
 19-00008 01/14/19 2019 REGISTRATION GEORGE CHIN             
   1 2019 REGISTRATION GEORGE CHIN         100.00  9-01-33-195-001-044       B Professional Association Dues            R       01/14/19 01/17/19          CHIN &SUCH 2019 N
 
                      Vendor Total:        100.00 
 
COMCA005 COMCAST BUSINESS                                                                                                                                                   
 19-00014 01/14/19 8499052430036659 1/1/19                   
   1 8499052430036659 1/1/19               231.85  9-01-20-140-001-060       B Internet Services and Web Services       R       01/14/19 01/17/19          499052430036659 N
 
 19-00031 01/15/19 8499052430034100 1/08/19                  
   1 8499052430034100 1/08/19              166.85  9-01-20-140-001-060       B Internet Services and Web Services       R       01/15/19 01/17/19          499052430034100 N
 
                      Vendor Total:        398.70 
 
C0100    CRANBURY CUSTOM LETTERING INC                                                                                                                                      
 18-02017 12/31/18 HPD DECALS FOR MESSAGE TRAILER            
   1 HPD DECALS FOR MESSAGE TRAILER         72.00  8-01-26-315-001-131       B Vehicle Maint. - Police                  R       12/31/18 01/17/19                          N
 
                      Vendor Total:         72.00 
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C0087    CUSTOM BANDAG, INC                                                                                                                                                 
 18-01922 12/14/18 TIRE REPAIR                               
   1 INV. 80143776 - TIRE REPAIR            45.65  8-01-26-315-001-132       B Vehicle Maint. - Public Works            R       12/14/18 01/17/19          80143776        N
 
 19-00059 01/16/19 HPD ELECTRIC 12/4-1/4/19                  
   1 HPD ELECTRIC 12/4-1/4/19            1,041.67  8-01-31-430-001-071       B Electric-Borough Hall                    R       01/16/19 01/17/19          12/4/18-1/4/19  N
 
                      Vendor Total:      1,087.32 
 
E0054    ERIC M. BERNSTEIN & ASSOC.,LLC                                                                                                                                     
 19-00018 01/15/19 56807,56801-56804                         
   1 56807                                 553.50  8-01-20-155-001-031       B Labor,Personnel & Union Council          R       01/15/19 01/17/19          56807           N
   2 56801                                 270.00  8-01-20-155-001-031       B Labor,Personnel & Union Council          R       01/15/19 01/17/19          56801           N
   3 56802                                 270.00  8-01-20-155-001-031       B Labor,Personnel & Union Council          R       01/15/19 01/17/19          56802           N
   4 56803                                 513.00  8-01-20-155-001-031       B Labor,Personnel & Union Council          R       01/15/19 01/17/19          56803           N
   5 56804                                 270.00  8-01-20-155-001-031       B Labor,Personnel & Union Council          R       01/15/19 01/17/19          56804           N
                                         1,876.50 
 
                      Vendor Total:      1,876.50 
 
FIREA005 FIRE APPARATUS REPAIR, INC.                                                                                                                                        
 19-00004 01/14/19 INV 14590 DATED 01/14/19 OIL              
   1 INV 14590 DATED 01/14/19 OIL          384.39  9-01-25-252-002-121       B Preventive Maintenance                   R       01/14/19 01/17/19          14590           N
 
                      Vendor Total:        384.39 
 
G0181    FRANKLIN-GRIFFITH, LLC                                                                                                                                             
 18-02034 12/31/18 UNIV BALLASTS - 70 WATT                   
   1 UNIV BALLASTS - 70 WATT                54.84  8-01-26-290-001-127       B Street Repair & Maintenance              R       12/31/18 01/17/19          S2037140.001    N
 
                      Vendor Total:         54.84 
 
G0050    GROVE SUPPLY INC                                                                                                                                                   
 18-01997 12/31/18 1/4" NIPPLE                               
   1 INV. S4895415.001  1/4" NIPPLE          3.98  8-01-26-290-001-128       B Maint.-Downtn Irrigation Sys.            R       12/31/18 01/17/19          S4895415.001    N
 
                      Vendor Total:          3.98 
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HAILE005 HAILEY SKOPAS                                                                                                                                                      
 19-00061 01/16/19 COURT SESSION 1/9/19 5:30-9:30            
   1 COURT SESSION 1/9/19 5:30-9:30         80.00  9-01-20-176-000-111       B Interpretor/Outside Help                 R       01/16/19 01/17/19          1/9/19 4 HRS    N
 
                      Vendor Total:         80.00 
 
H0048    HIGHTS REALTY LLC                                                                                                                                                  
 19-00001 01/14/19 JANUARY RENT HPD                          
   1 JANUARY RENT HPD                    4,033.00  9-01-26-310-001-025       B Building Rental                          R       01/14/19 01/17/19          JAN RENT HPD    N
 
                      Vendor Total:      4,033.00 
 
I0079    IDVILLE PHOTO IDENTIFICATION                                                                                                                                       
 18-01954 12/19/18 PRINTER RIBBON QUOTE 2592322              
   1 PRINTER RIBBON QUOTE 2592322          115.35  8-01-20-125-001-036       B Office Supplies                          R       12/19/18 01/17/19                          N
   2 SHIPPING                               10.50  8-01-20-125-001-036       B Office Supplies                          R       12/19/18 01/17/19                          N
                                           125.85 
 
                      Vendor Total:        125.85 
 
J0257    JCP&L                                                                                                                                                              
 19-00033 01/15/19 VARIOUS ACCOUNTS DECEMBER                 
   1 100086395041 0 STOCKTON STREET         61.34  8-01-31-430-001-071       B Electric-Borough Hall                    R       01/15/19 01/17/19          100086395041    N
   2 100068401122 114 ROGERS AVE R          32.21  8-01-31-430-001-071       B Electric-Borough Hall                    R       01/15/19 01/17/19          100068401122    N
   3 100059701167 WYCKOFFS MILL WT          32.18  8-09-55-501-001-504       B Electricity                              R       01/15/19 01/17/19          100059701167    N
   4 100077953188 BANK STREET PARK           3.15  8-01-31-430-001-071       B Electric-Borough Hall                    R       01/15/19 01/17/19          100077953188    N
   5 100081608240 B LT 0 N MAIN ST         138.89  8-01-31-430-001-071       B Electric-Borough Hall                    R       01/15/19 01/17/19          100081608240    N
   6 100100104247 MAIN ST                   42.08  8-01-31-430-001-071       B Electric-Borough Hall                    R       01/15/19 01/17/19          100100104247    N
   7 100029000310 156 BANK ST              631.87  8-01-31-430-001-071       B Electric-Borough Hall                    R       01/15/19 01/17/19          100029000310    N
   8 100131110379 230 MERCER ST             78.08  8-01-31-430-001-071       B Electric-Borough Hall                    R       01/15/19 01/17/19          100131110379    N
   9 100051508677 MAIN STREET              321.34  8-01-31-430-001-071       B Electric-Borough Hall                    R       01/15/19 01/17/19          100051508677    N
  10 100079096689 GRANT ST PARK              3.89  8-01-31-430-001-071       B Electric-Borough Hall                    R       01/15/19 01/17/19          100079096689    N
  11 10007968868 ROGERS/MERCER ST          135.32  8-01-31-430-001-071       B Electric-Borough Hall                    R       01/15/19 01/17/19          100072968868    N
                                         1,480.35 
 
                      Vendor Total:      1,480.35 
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J0258    JCP&L  (STREET LIGHTING)                                                                                                                                           
 19-00034 01/15/19 100051508750 100051508750                 
   1 100051508750 STOCKTON STREET          270.95  8-01-31-435-001-075       B Street Lighting                          R       01/15/19 01/17/19          100051508750    N
 
                      Vendor Total:        270.95 
 
K0918    KENNETH A. LEWIS                                                                                                                                                   
 19-00056 01/16/19 REIMBURSE CLEANING SUPPLIES               
   1 REIMBURSE CLEANING SUPPLIES            17.83  9-01-26-310-001-024       B Building Maintenance                     R       01/16/19 01/17/19                          N
 
                      Vendor Total:         17.83 
 
L0205    LANGUAGE LINE SERVICES                                                                                                                                             
 18-02027 01/08/19 #9020510354 INV 4469865 12/31             
   1 #9020510354 INV 4469865 12/31          14.50  8-01-25-240-001-111       B Interpretor                              R       12/31/18 01/17/19          4469865         N
   2 #9020510354 INV 4469865 12/31          99.00  8-01-20-176-000-111       B Interpretor/Outside Help                 R       12/31/18 01/17/19          4469865         N
   3 OTHER CHARGE                            0.21  8-01-25-240-001-111       B Interpretor                              R       01/15/19 01/17/19          9020510354      N
                                           113.71 
 
 19-00016 01/15/19 INV 4429012/ACCT 9020510354               
   1 POLICE                                 23.30  8-01-25-240-001-111       B Interpretor                              R       01/15/19 01/17/19          9020510354      N
   2 COURT                                  24.00  8-01-20-176-000-111       B Interpretor/Outside Help                 R       01/15/19 01/17/19          9020510354      N
                                            47.30 
 
                      Vendor Total:        161.01 
 
LAWRE010 LAWRENCE JONES                                                                                                                                                     
 18-02014 12/31/18 WRENCHES SOLD TO DPW                      
   1 WRENCHES SOLD TO DPW                  300.00  8-01-26-290-001-050       B DPW Work Equipment                       R       12/31/18 01/17/19                          N
 
                      Vendor Total:        300.00 
 
L0037    LINCOLN FINANCIAL GROUP                                                                                                                                            
 19-00009 01/14/19 JANUARY LIFE INSURANCE                    
   1 JANUARY LIFE INSURANCE                296.47  9-01-23-210-003-115       B Medical Ins-Empl Grp Health              R       01/14/19 01/17/19          HIGHTSTOWN LIFE N
   2 JANUARY LIFE INSURANCE                 18.16  9-09-55-501-001-514       B INSURANCE                                R       01/14/19 01/17/19          HIGHTSTOWN LIFE N
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L0037    LINCOLN FINANCIAL GROUP        Continued                                                                                                                           
 19-00009 01/14/19 JANUARY LIFE INSURANCE         Continued
   3 JANUARY LIFE INSURANCE                 63.56  9-09-55-501-002-514       B Insurance                                R       01/14/19 01/17/19          HIGHTSTOWN LIFE N
                                           378.19 
 
                      Vendor Total:        378.19 
 
M0256    MERCER CO IMPROVEMT AUTHORITY                                                                                                                                      
 18-02030 12/31/18 DEC 2018 TIPPING                          
   1 DEC 2018 TIPPING                   13,272.21  8-01-32-465-001-165       B Landfill Solid Waste Disposal-MCIA       R       12/31/18 01/17/19                          N
   2 DEC 2018 RECYCLING TAX                346.23  8-01-43-496-001-174       B Recycling Tax                            R       12/31/18 01/17/19          DEC 2018        N
                                        13,618.44 
 
                      Vendor Total:     13,618.44 
 
M0053    MES - PENNSYLVANIA                                                                                                                                                 
 18-02002 12/31/18 QUOTE QT1228955                           
   1 QUOTE QT1228955 SEEK CAMERA           657.50  8-01-25-256-002-036       B Office Supplies                          R       12/31/18 01/17/19          QT1228955       N
 
                      Vendor Total:        657.50 
 
M0127    MONMOUTH COUNTY                                                                                                                                                    
 18-02031 12/31/18 DEC 2018 ROOSEVELT TIPPING                
   1 DEC 2018 ROOSEVELT TIPPING          2,023.76  8-01-43-513-001-171       B Borough of Roosevelt-Tipping Fees        R       12/31/18 01/17/19          DEC 2018        N
 
                      Vendor Total:      2,023.76 
 
R0077    ROBERTS ENGINEERING GRP LLC                                                                                                                                        
 13-01450 08/08/13 PEDDIE LAKE WALKING BRIDGE               B
  10 INV 2280 WALKING BRIDGE               429.00  C-04-55-868-001-447       B PEDDIE LAKE DAM WALKING BRIDGE SOFT COST R       08/08/13 01/17/19          2280            N
 
 18-02045 01/11/19 #2296, 1/7/19                             
   1 Plan rev, traffic consult. rpt      2,464.75  2018-04                   P Senior Living Facility                   R       12/31/18 01/17/19          2296            N
 
 19-00019 01/15/19 2277,2278,2279,2281,2293,2294             
   1 2277 COUNCIL MEETINGS 18              264.00  8-01-20-165-001-104       B Attendance at Meetings (B)               R       01/15/19 01/17/19          2277            N
   2 2278 MISCELLANEOUS REQUESTS         1,783.50  8-01-20-165-001-103       B Misc-Req For Info & Data(B)              R       01/15/19 01/17/19          2278            N
   3 2279 PEDDIE LAKE DAM                  297.00  8-01-20-165-001-105       B Peddie Lake Dam-Inspection               R       01/15/19 01/17/19          2279            N
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R0077    ROBERTS ENGINEERING GRP LLC    Continued                                                                                                                           
 19-00019 01/15/19 2277,2278,2279,2281,2293,2294  Continued
   4 2281 STORM WATER PERMIT               132.00  8-01-20-165-001-106       B Misc. Road & Drainage Issues(B           R       01/15/19 01/17/19                          N
   5 2293 PLANNING BOARD MEETING           330.00  8-01-21-180-001-106       B Planning Board Engineer-General          R       01/15/19 01/17/19          2293            N
   6 2294 MISC PLANNING BOARD              495.00  8-01-21-180-001-106       B Planning Board Engineer-General          R       01/15/19 01/17/19                          N
                                         3,301.50 
 
 19-00020 01/15/19 2283,2284,2285                            
   1 2283 GENERAL SEWER                  2,249.50  8-09-55-501-002-508       B Engineer                                 R       01/15/19 01/17/19          2283            N
   2 2284 GENERAL WATER                    627.00  8-09-55-501-001-508       B Engineer                                 R       01/15/19 01/17/19          2284            N
   3 2285 CHEMICALS/SLUDGE REMOVAL         701.00  8-09-55-501-002-508       B Engineer                                 R       01/15/19 01/17/19          2285            N
                                         3,577.50 
 
 19-00021 01/15/19 2282 NJDOT LOCAL FREIGHT GRANT            
   1 2282 NJDOT LOCAL FREIGHT GRANT      2,634.00  8-01-20-136-001-029       B GRANT WRITING                            R       01/15/19 01/17/19          2282            N
 
 19-00022 01/15/19 2286 SESCONDARY CLARIFIER UPGR            
   1 2286 SESCONDARY CLARIFIER UPGR        303.00  C-08-55-952-001-544       B 2017-11 SECONDARY CLARIFIER SEC 20       R       01/15/19 01/17/19          2286            N
 
 19-00023 01/15/19 2287 FIRST/FOREMAN WATER MAINS            
   1 2287 FIRST/FOREMAN WATER MAINS      2,246.50  C-08-55-951-001-554       B WATER MAINS/SEWER IMP 1ST AVE SEC 20     R       01/15/19 01/17/19          2287            N
 
 19-00024 01/15/19 2288 STOCKTON WATER MAIN CLEAN            
   1 2288 STOCKTON WATER MAIN CLEAN      1,201.50  C-08-55-951-001-544       B WATER MAINS/SEWER STOCKTON/FORMAN SEC 20 R       01/15/19 01/17/19          2288            N
 
 19-00025 01/15/19 2290 1ST AVE RECONSTRUCTION               
   1 2290 1ST AVE RECONSTRUCTION         1,155.50  C-04-55-880-001-449       B FIRST AVENUE SEC 20  2017-09             R       01/15/19 01/17/19          2290            N
 
 19-00026 01/15/19 2291 IMPROVEMENTS MAPLE/SUNSET            
   1 2291 IMPROVEMENTS MAPLE/SUNSET        607.00  C-04-55-882-000-447       B MAPLE AVE & SUNSET DR 17-17 SECTION 20   R       01/15/19 01/17/19          2291            N
 
 19-00027 01/15/19 2292 LINCOLN,HAGEMONT,ROCKY BR            
   1 2292 LINCOLN,HAGEMONT,ROCKY BR      9,455.25  C-04-55-885-000-447       B LINCOLN, HAGEMOUNT, ROCKY BROOK SEC 20   R       01/15/19 01/17/19          2292            N
 
 19-00028 01/15/19 2289 WATER  ASSET MANAGEMENT              
   1 2289 WATER  ASSET MANAGEMENT        9,126.00  8-09-55-501-001-508       B Engineer                                 R       01/15/19 01/17/19          2289            N
 
                      Vendor Total:     36,501.50 
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BLOCK005 TELESYSTEM                                                                                                                                                         
 19-00003 01/14/19 JANUARY 15 INVOICE                        
   1 JANUARY 15 INVOICE 77943            1,137.46  9-01-31-440-001-085       B Telephone-Block Line Systems, LLC LSI    R       01/14/19 01/17/19          77943190115     N
 
                      Vendor Total:      1,137.46 
 
T0LIC    TREASURER STATE OF NEW JERSEY                                                                                                                                      
 19-00048 01/16/19 WATER ALLOCATION PERMIT FEE               
   1 INV. 182245620                      7,235.00  9-09-55-501-001-520       B Permits & Fees                           R       01/16/19 01/17/19          182245620       N
 
                      Vendor Total:      7,235.00 
 
W0073    WASTE MANAGEMENT OF NJ, INC.                                                                                                                                       
 18-00205 02/06/18 RECYCLING CONTRACT 2018                  B
  13 inv 2842108-0502-4                  4,458.41  8-01-26-311-001-029       B Recycling Contract co-mingle-paper/cdbd  R       12/18/18 01/17/19          2842108-0502-4  N
 
                      Vendor Total:      4,458.41 
 
W0071    WASTE MGMT OF NEW JERSEY, INC.                                                                                                                                     
 19-00029 01/15/19 SLUDGE 12-23301-33007 DECEMBER            
   1 SLUDGE 12-23301-33007 DECEMBER      4,044.24  8-09-55-501-002-538       B Sludge Removal/Disposal-Waste Management R       01/15/19 01/17/19          2842191-0502-0  N
 
                      Vendor Total:      4,044.24 
 
W0100    WITMER PUBLIC SAFETY GROUP INC                                                                                                                                     
 18-01975 12/27/18 INV 1849589                               
   1 INV 1849589                            35.00  8-01-25-252-002-042       B Education & Training                     R       12/27/18 01/17/19          1849589         N
   2 FREIGHT CHARGE                         10.00  8-01-25-252-002-042       B Education & Training                     R       01/17/19 01/17/19                          N
                                            45.00 
 
                      Vendor Total:         45.00 
 

Total Purchase Orders:     42  Total P.O. Line Items:     71  Total List Amount:      80,994.22   Total Void Amount:           0.00 
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CURRENT FUND                          8-01           32,139.23             0.00        32,139.23             0.00             0.00             0.00        32,139.23        
 
                                      8-09           16,779.92             0.00        16,779.92             0.00             0.00             0.00        16,779.92        
                           Year Total:               48,919.15             0.00        48,919.15             0.00             0.00             0.00        48,919.15        
 
CURRENT FUND                          9-01            6,895.85             0.00         6,895.85             0.00             0.00             0.00         6,895.85        
 
                                      9-09            7,316.72             0.00         7,316.72             0.00             0.00             0.00         7,316.72        
 
                                      9-21                0.00             0.00             0.00             0.00             0.00         2,464.75         2,464.75        
                           Year Total:               14,212.57             0.00        14,212.57             0.00             0.00         2,464.75        16,677.32        
 
GENERAL CAPITAL                       C-04           11,646.75             0.00        11,646.75             0.00             0.00             0.00        11,646.75        
 
WATER/SEWER CAPITAL                   C-08            3,751.00             0.00         3,751.00             0.00             0.00             0.00         3,751.00        
                           Year Total:               15,397.75             0.00        15,397.75             0.00             0.00             0.00        15,397.75        
 
                   Total Of All Funds:               78,529.47             0.00        78,529.47             0.00             0.00         2,464.75        80,994.22        
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         Senior Living Facility                           2018-04                  2,464.75               0.00           2,464.75                                           
 
                                Total Of All Projects:                             2,464.75               0.00           2,464.75   
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Resolution 2019-34 
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 

COUNTY OF MERCER 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT TO VAN CLEEF ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES 
(CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION AND INSPECTION FOR THE 

REHABILITATION OF EAST WARD STREET) 

WHEREAS, on March 21, 2016, the Borough Council awarded a contract for the Engineering Design 
and Inspection Services for the Rehabilitation of East Ward Street to Van Cleef Engineering of Hamilton, New 
Jersey at a cost not to exceed $14,250.00 for design/bid services and a cost not to exceed $22,750.00 for 
contract administration/inspection services for a total not to exceed amount of $37,000.00; and 

WHEREAS, the contractor has submitted a request payment in the amount of $377.00 for the 
inspection of the reconstruction of the ADA ramp and the intersection of Armerlino and East Ward Streets 
from November 1, 2018 – November 20, 2018; and 

WHEREAS, the Finance Officer has certified that funds are available for this expenditure.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
a payment in the amount of $377.00 to Van Cleef Engineering of Hamilton, New Jersey is hereby approved as 
detailed herein. 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on January 22, 2019. 

 
        

 ____________________________________________ 
  Debra L. Sopronyi 

  Borough Clerk 
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Resolution 2019-35 
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 

COUNTY OF MERCER 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT #4 FINAL – RAPID PUMP & METER SERVICE 
(SECONDARY CLARIFIER IMPROVEMENTS) 

WHEREAS, on December 18, 2017, the Borough Council awarded a contract for the Secondary 
Clarifier Improvements for the Advanced Waste Water Treatment Plant in Hightstown Borough to Rapid Pump 
& Meter Service Co., Inc. of Paterson, New Jersey at the price of $142,430.00; and 

WHEREAS, through a change order previously approved by Council, the final cost of the contract has 
been increased to $167,450.07; and 

WHEREAS, the contractor has submitted payment request #4 Final in the amount of $27,868.67 and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has recommended approval of payment #4 Final to Rapid Pump & 
Meter Service Co. in the amount of $27,868.67; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has reviewed the close-out documents to the contract and found 
them to be acceptable; and  

WHEREAS, the CFO has certified that funds are available for this expenditure.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
Payment Request #4 Final to Rapid Pump and Meter Service, Co. of Paterson, New Jersey in the amount of 
$27,868.67, is hereby approved as detailed herein, and the CFO is authorized to issue same. 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on January 22,2019. 

 
  

 ___________________________________________ 
  Debra L. Sopronyi 

  Borough Clerk 
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Resolution 2019-36 
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 

COUNTY OF MERCER 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING AN APPLICATION TO THE NEW JERSEY 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION’S OFFICE OF LOCAL BICYCLE AND 
PEDESTRIAN ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN 

PREPARING A MOBILITY MASTER PLAN 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown seeks to create a connected network of safe pedestrian routes and 
bicycle facilities by developing a Mobility Master Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the adoption of a Mobility Master Plan would also aid the Borough in addressing circulation 
goals in accordance with its Complete Streets Policy; and 

WHEREAS, past efforts to improve pedestrian and bicycle safety have demonstrated that a Mobility 
Master Plan is necessary to provide a comprehensive view of how various modes of transportation fit into the 
Borough’s overall circulation network; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown commits to providing public participation opportunities during 
the preparation of the Mobility Master Plan; and 

WHEREAS, Borough of Hightstown pledges to make a good faith effort to implement the 
recommendations contained in the Mobility Master Plan once completed.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
formally approves the application to the New Jersey Department of Transportation’s Office of Local Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Assistance Program for technical assistance in preparing the Mobility Master Plan; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Council and Clerk are hereby authorized to 
submit the application for technical assistance to the New Jersey Department of Transportation; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that if the application is approved the Mayor and Borough Council and 
Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of Borough of Hightstown and that their signature 
constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant.  

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on January 22,2019. 

 
 
 

  __________________________________  
 ___________________________________________ 

  Debra L. Sopronyi 
  Borough Clerk 
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Introduction 

The Borough of Hightstown is in need of a Mobility Master Plan to serve as a guide in creating a 
connected network of safe pedestrian routes and bicycle facilities throughout the community. 
Such a plan would aid the Borough in addressing circulation goals in accordance with its 
Complete Streets policy and Master Plan.  Past efforts to implement measures to improve 
pedestrian and bicycle safety have shown that a broader Mobility Plan is necessary to provide a 
comprehensive and holistic view of how vehicles, pedestrians and bicycles are envisioned to fit 
into the Hightstown circulation network. 

Community Background 

Hightstown Borough is located in Mercer County, New Jersey and has a population of 
approximately 5,384 according to 2017 US Census data.  The community was settled in the mid-
1700’s and experienced a period of growth and prosperity during the 19th century as a 
transportation hub on the Camden and Amboy Railroad.  The Borough has many historic homes 
dating to this period, including those in the Stockton Street Historic District which received 
National Register designation in 2005.  Hightstown has a lively central business district with 
numerous restaurants and small business located along Mercer and Stockton Streets adjacent to 
the picturesque Peddie Lake.  There are four municipal parks, eight churches and a branch of the 
Mercer County Library located in the Borough which provide ideal destinations for pedestrians 
and bicyclists of all ages.  

Because of the surrounding road configuration, Hightstown is considered a crossroads 
community.  Although only 1.2 square miles in size, it is bisected by County Routes 571, 539 
and 633 and State Route 33. It is bordered on the west by State Highway 130 and to the east by 
the New Jersey Turnpike. Exit 8 of the Turnpike is heavily used and delivers a high volume of 
traffic to Hightstown's doorstep. Traffic on roads adjacent to the Exit is substantial and often 
exceeds the posted 25 MPH speed limit. Many of the drivers are commuters passing through to 
other destinations and perceive little reason to stop, or even slow down in Hightstown. This 
causes major congestion and traffic accidents in local neighborhoods, particularly those in the 
downtown and along Routes 33 and 571. Data from the NJ DOT Voyager web-site shows the 
intersection of Franklin and Mercer Streets (State Route 33) had the highest total of accidents 
and also the most accidents with injuries and fatalities between 2002 and 2017. Other downtown 
intersections including Mercer Street and Rogers Avenue and Mercer Street and Ward Street also 
had high numbers of crashes (See Maps included in the Appendix of this application). 

 
In addition to automobiles, trucks are also a major issue on Routes 33 and 571. They are noisy, 
overbearing in size and produce more exhaust and pollution than other motor vehicles. Only a 
small percentage of the truck traffic originates in Hightstown. Much of it should be able to utilize 
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the east-west Hightstown By-Pass (State Route 133) which opened in 1999.  While the By-Pass 
was initially conceived to divert traffic around Hightstown, construction of new housing 
developments to the south encouraged pass-through traffic to continue through town. The 
opening of the New Jersey Turnpike exit bridge provided more convenient access directly to 
Route 133, which has helped divert more through traffic around Hightstown.  However, a recent 
trend of developing massive distribution centers surrounding the Borough is increasing the 
amount of  large truck traffic coming through town.   
 
Hightstown is home to three of the six schools in the East Windsor Regional School District.  
This includes two elementary schools - the Walter C. Black School and the Grace N. Rogers 
School and Hightstown High School.  The entire Borough is within walking distance of the high 
school located on Leshin Lane, however, pedestrian and bicycle access are hampered by major 
safety issues along adjacent roads and intersections. These include heavy traffic and lack of 
sidewalks and crosswalks. The Black and Rogers Elementary Schools are both located off 
Stockton Street (Route 571) across from each other and near a dangerous five-point intersection.  
Students who live as close as 50 feet to that intersection are bused to the schools, because of the 
lack of sidewalks along narrow heavily trafficked roadways.  

Hightstown is also home to the Peddie School, a private coeducational boarding school serving 
students in the ninth through twelfth grades. The school has a current enrollment of 
approximately 550 students and includes 57 buildings on a 280-acre campus. It has benefited 
from a large endowment including numerous gifts from former alumnus Walter Annenberg. In 
1993 he gave $100 million to Peddie which was earmarked for financial aid to enable students 
from diverse backgrounds to attend the school. Since the majority of students and staff live on 
the campus, they have unique pedestrian and bicycle needs which will need to be considered 
when the Mobility Master Plan is developed. 

Hightstown is served by Coach USA with three bus stops along Route 571 and Route 33 
providing convenient commuter access to New York City. A private company, Michael’s 
Transportation, services local commuters, with stops at several locations throughout the 
Borough. Another bus route provides service to Mercer County Community College from 
several stops within the Borough. Hightstown also has licensed taxis service for local trips within 
Hightstown, East Windsor and other areas within Mercer County. There are taxi stands on 
Stockton Street (Route 571) near Main Street and on Broad Street near Franklin Street (Route 33).  

Planning Framework 

The Master Plan for the Borough of Hightstown was approved in 1998. Many goals and 
objectives address the need to focus on pedestrian accessibility and the importance of improving 
safety and reducing the impact of traffic in order to improve the quality of life and revitalize the 
downtown area.  A key theme throughout the document is to facilitate walking and bicycle use 
throughout the community, but particularly to and from downtown and recreational facilities:   
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“…regional through traffic has bisected the Borough, separating neighborhoods from 
neighborhoods and residential communities from business districts. Linkages must be  
re-established between the various areas of town. The Borough is small enough to be easily 
accessible from anywhere in town. Distance does not make it essential for local residents to 
use their cars. In fact, demographic data shows that Hightstown residents own fewer cars per 
household than their contemporaries in neighboring towns. However, existing traffic on local 
streets make using a car a preferred and often safer option. If links can be established for 
alternative modes of transportation, and existing traffic volumes can be reduced, then the 
services throughout the Borough will be more available once again to local residents.” 
Circulation Element, Master Plan for the Borough of Hightstown, 1998 

 
In 2014 the Borough undertook a Master Plan Reexamination report that encompassed an 
assessment of all Borough planning policies as they have evolved since 1998.  It included a 
complete review of all goals and objectives in the original 1998 Master Plan and the 2002 and 
2005 re-examination reports in order to identify progress and refine as needed.  This was a more 
thorough examination than required by law which demonstrated the commitment of Borough 
officials to achieving a more livable and vibrant community. The most relevant goals and 
objectives relating to pedestrian and bicycle planning are summarized below: 

Goal #1: Protect and perfect an historic town center image for the Borough. 

Objective #1.8: Promote the priority of pedestrian movement throughout the Borough and create 
pedestrian links between the residential neighborhoods and the central downtown business 
district. Streetscape improvement projects have made existing sidewalks more attractive and, in 
some cases, wider. The Route 133 Bypass has steadily reduced traffic through the area. 
However, traffic in town continues to make it difficult for people to cross streets safely. The 
Borough should pursue Local Technical Assistance funding from the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation … to develop a Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan to identify and prioritize 
opportunities for traffic calming throughout the Borough. The Borough should also prepare an 
updated Greenways Plan to illustrate ways to enhance pedestrian and bicycle movement within 
an expanded system of greenways. The results of these studies should be incorporated through a 
Master Plan Amendment into an updated Circulation Element of the Master Plan. Due to current 
conditions, streets without sidewalks need traffic calming appointments such as speed limit 
signage, speed tables, striped lane designation, or other means. 

Goal #2: Revitalize the central downtown business district and improve the economic 
viability of the Borough. 

Objective #2.2: Improve the streetscape to make the central downtown business district inviting, 
appealing and pedestrian friendly. Efforts to improve the streetscape must expand beyond simply 
cosmetic changes. It should include traffic calming techniques, allowances for bicyclists… 

Objective #2.10: Promote the redesign of vehicular circulation patterns wherever necessary to 
enhance the environment of the central downtown business district and maximize the pedestrian 
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experience. Traffic patterns through town were improved when the State approved the Borough’s 
request to remove one lane of traffic on Main Street between Franklin and Stockton Streets. 
Also, the Route 133 By-Pass has removed a lot of commuter traffic from downtown, reducing 
congestion. The challenge now is to increase desirable traffic, the kind that will support local 
businesses, while managing the cars so the downtown becomes truly pedestrian and bicycle 
friendly. The Borough should develop a plan for implementing appropriate traffic calming 
techniques that complement the streetscape improvements. 

Objective #2.12: Maximize the ease with which community residents can walk to the central 
downtown business district from Hightstown’s residential neighborhoods. The Borough has 
received several grants to underwrite sidewalk improvements. These projects have installed 
sidewalks and curbing where it didn’t exist and handicap ramps where they were needed. Where 
sidewalks do not exist, traffic calming devices would encourage pedestrian use. The pedestrian 
experience can be improved further by introducing such things as lamp posts, benches, street 
trees, hanging pots and decorative banners. 

Goal #3: Preserve and enhance the existing residential character of the Borough. 

Objective #3.15: Give pedestrian movement priority over any other form of transportation. This 
objective has only been partially addressed with the streetscape improvement projects. More 
needs to be done, including designing and installing effective traffic calming techniques 
throughout the Borough. The Borough should develop a comprehensive traffic calming master 
plan, prioritizing recommended improvements, incorporate it into the Circulation Element of the 
Master Plan and then pursue grants to construct the recommendations. 

Goal #5: Protect the natural resources and improve recreational opportunities within the 
Borough. 

Objective #5.2: Redevelop and maintain the abandoned railroad right-of-way; redesigning it and 
integrating it into the natural open space system of the Borough. Many of the Borough’s sleeper 
stones / railway blocks have been relocated and saved, but the railroad right-of-way itself 
remains under-utilized. The Borough should pursue grants to develop plans for converting the 
right-of-way into an active open /green space, since its location would create a convenient link 
through town. The open / green space could be extended further by constructing pedestrian 
bridges where the railroad bridges that traversed Stockton and North Main Streets once stood …  
 
Objective #5.3: Provide controlled public access to the Borough’s natural resources, balancing 
the public’s opportunities to enjoy the resources with necessary safe guards to protect and 
preserve the resources for future generations. The greenways through the Borough, both along 
Rocky Brook, Peddie Lake and the abandoned railroad right-of-way, continue to be important 
assets for the Borough though more should be done to integrate connections throughout the 
Greenway; and create/expand the use of rear entrances to businesses from the Greenway and 
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parking. The Borough should pursue grants to design and build more pedestrian and bicycle 
projects which where possible connect to routes through East Windsor. …A pedestrian bridge 
should be built at the south east end of Peddie lake connecting the greenway of the north side of 
the lake to the Peddie campus. 

Progress to Date 
 
The following is a summary of the steps taken in the past related to developing a comprehensive 
Mobility Master Plan: 
 

• 2001 to 2007 – Implementation of three phases of a Downtown Revitalization project, 
which included a new traffic pattern through town along Route 33, improved pedestrian 
experience with wider sidewalks, enhanced crosswalks, new streetscape furniture and 
municipal parking lot redesign. 

• 2005 – Stockton Street Historic District established on the National Register of Historic 
Places and the New Jersey Register of Historic Places. 

• 2008 – Downtown Hightstown, Inc. was founded, as an all-volunteer group of business 
owners and stakeholders dedicated to supporting businesses in their efforts to enhance the 
image, reputation and appeal of Hightstown to residents, visitors, customers and other 
businesses.   

• 2008 to 2018 - Hightstown Sprint Triathlon, 2018 marked the 11th annual race, which 
attracts serious competing athletes from throughout the region as well as local 
enthusiasts. 

• 2009 Hightstown Walkability Study completed by a coalition of volunteers from 
Hightstown’s Parks & Recreation Commission, Downtown Hightstown, Inc. and the 
West Windsor Bicycle and Pedestrian Alliance. 

• 2013 - Route 33 corridor study completed by the Delaware Valley Regional Planning 
Commission in partnership with East Windsor. 

• 2014 - School Travel Plan completed for Black and Rogers Elementary Schools by 
Greater Mercer TMA. 

• 2014 - First Complete Streets Resolution passed by the Borough.  An enhanced resolution 
was passed in 2017. 

• 2014 – Hightstown established a Cultural Arts Commission to pursue artistic and cultural 
activities in the Borough. 

• 2014 - Main Street Designation Associate Tier from Main Street New Jersey, Department 
of Community Affairs. 

• 2015 – Vision Plan for Downtown and Lakeside Improvements adopted, which expanded 
on objectives for downtown in the 2014 Master Plan to make downtown Hightstown a 
vibrant destination. 

• 2015 – Hightstown designated a Preserve America Community 
• 2017 – Downtown Hightstown Design Manual published. 
• 2018 - Borough established a Streets and Sidewalks Committee to set priorities for 

infrastructure projects. 
• 2018 - Planning Board established a Bike Planning Committee. 
• 2018 – Enhanced bicycle regulations to improve safety in downtown. 
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• 2018 – Hightstown achieves Silver Certification Status with Sustainable Jersey. 
• 2018 – Downtown Hightstown Walk Audit conducted with representatives from 

Hightstown Police, Public Works, Council and Planning Board, as well as Mercer County 
Planning Department, Downtown Hightstown, Inc., RISE (Community Action Program) 
and Greater Mercer TMA. 

• 2018 – Launched the Hightstown Pace Car Program, where residents sign a pledge to 
obey traffic laws and display a magnet on their car to raise awareness of pedestrian and 
bike safety issues on our roadways. 

• 2018 – Initial approvals by our Planning Board of Phase I of a mixed-use development 
under the Borough’s Main Street Redevelopment Plan that will ultimately include 262 
residential units, office and retail space adjacent to downtown. 

• 2019- Borough Council and Planning Board develop application for technical assistance 
to the New Jersey Department of Transportation’s Office of Local Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Assistance Program for the creation of a comprehensive Mobility Plan. 

 

Scope of Work 

Hightstown is seeking technical assistance from the New Jersey Department of Transportation’s 
Office of Local Bicycle and Pedestrian Assistance Program for the creation of a Mobility Master 
Plan, including a network map and typical design cross-sections that can be used to support the 
installation of appropriate pedestrian and bicycle facilities in accordance with Complete Streets 
when municipal capital improvement projects are undertaken.  The Plan should be consistent 
with the standards established in the State of New Jersey Complete Streets Design Guide and 
those in the Mercer County Master Plan Transportation Element, since most major roadways 
through the Borough are under the jurisdiction of the State or County.  Transportation planning 
in Hightstown has been historically challenging because of the multiple jurisdictions involved.  
The Plan should address the following issues: 

• The need to have an integrated multi-jurisdictional approach to creating a safer bicycle 
and pedestrian experience due to the impact of state and county roads on traffic 
circulation in Hightstown Borough. 

• The need to address specific bicycle and pedestrian safety issues presented in the 
downtown area, where streets are narrow and bicycle riding is currently banned on 
sidewalks due to a pedestrian death after being struck by a bicycle on the sidewalk.  

• The need to develop safer routes for students walking and riding bicycles to the Walter C. 
Black and the Grace N. Rogers Elementary Schools and Hightstown High School. 

• The need to coordinate the needs of multiple bicycle constituencies, including children 
and families, commuters traveling through Hightstown to work destinations outside the 
Borough, students and staff at the Peddie School and recreational bicyclists.  

• The need to integrate the Mobility Master Plan with a recently completed bicycle plan  
for East Windsor and to coordinate with plans in other municipalities throughout  
Mercer County. 
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Specifically, the Borough is seeking technical assistance to complete the following tasks for the 
Mobility Master Plan: 

• Review existing data such as existing planning documents and studies, the as-built 
environment, ordinances and other appropriate data. 

• Review and analyze accident statistics between vehicles and pedestrians and bicyclists 
•  Review existing bicycle plans for neighboring East Windsor Township and other 

municipalities in Mercer County. 
• Review and analyze pedestrian, bicycle and vehicle counts, as appropriate. 
• Lead community design charrettes to identify community goals for walkability and 

bicycling in Hightstown and solicit feedback on potential accommodations. 
• Create a plan for a pedestrian and bicycle network to major destinations in Hightstown, 

including schools, churches, shopping, parks, municipal facilities, the downtown area and 
links to adjacent communities and regional pathway systems, including those designated 
in East Windsor and plans for a county-wide bike network for Mercer County.  The plan 
shall designate the appropriate bicycle treatment for each segment of the network spine 
and identify potential ordinance changes that are required to accommodate such a 
treatment. The plan should include treatments for State and County Roads and 
intersections, as well as designate Safe Routes to Schools. 

• Create a menu of viable bicycle treatments for other roadways which are feeders to the 
main bicycle network spine. This menu of treatments shall be responsive to current 
design guidelines, address the conflict between competing goals, roadway users and meet 
the Hightstown community needs. 

• Prioritize the installation of the proposed bicycle routes in the Borough and identify 
constraints (narrow rights of way, environmental, historic, parking, etc.) within existing 
planning, zoning and parking ordinances that must be addressed to implement the 
proposed improvements.  The prioritization may consider the highest value connectors 
and the fewest constraints and drawbacks. 

• Identify intersections and street segments for priority improvements in pedestrian safety, 
including sidewalks, intersection redesigns and traffic calming measures. 

• Create rules and procedures that will facilitate the implementation of our complete streets 
policy, including checklists for developers to insure appropriate accommodations for 
bicyclists and pedestrians on roadways in Hightstown.  

 

 

Borough & Public Participation Commitment 

Community Advisory Board 
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The Borough of Hightstown is committed to providing opportunities for public participation 
throughout the process of developing the Mobility Master Plan. To this end the Borough will 
establish a Community Advisory Board to provide input. The following organizations will be 
asked to participate: 

• Downtown Hightstown, Inc. 
• RISE, community action agency (Jack Curry, Community Outreach Coordinator) 
• East Windsor Regional School District  
• Peddie School 
• Springpoint Meadow Lakes 
• Greater Mercer TMA 
• Mercer County 

In addition, the following Borough departments, commissions and boards will be asked to 
provide input into the plan: 

• Police Department 
• Public Works 
• Construction Office 
• Borough Engineer 
• Environmental Commission 
• Board of Health 
• Parks & Recreation Commission 

 
The Community Advisory Board will meet monthly during the plan development phase to 
review plan progress and provide feedback. In addition, at least two public meetings will be held 
to present an overview of the plan once it is developed and modifications will be made if 
necessary, based on public comment received at the meetings. The Board will continue to meet 
periodically once the Mobility Master Plan is adopted to ensure that the recommendations 
contained in the Plan are implemented. 
 
The members of the Hightstown Borough Council and Planning Board are committed to 
assisting with the following tasks: 

• Community outreach – scheduling, advertising and hosting design charrettes; soliciting 
community feedback via multiple social media outlets 

• Data collection by municipal staff and professionals 
• Local outreach to the East Windsor Regional School District, Peddie School, Downtown 

Hightstown Inc., and other local institutions. 
• Presentation of the Mobility Plan to the Planning Board for adoption as a part of the 

Hightstown Borough Master Plan Circulation Element. 
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• Integration of new rules and checklists into the Borough code and administrative 
procedures as part of our implementation of our Complete Streets policy. 

• Follow up with NJ DOT one year after completion of the Mobility Master Plan to 
document the status of recommendations outline in the plan. 

 

Borough Contact Person: 

Beverly Asselstine, Member Hightstown Planning Board 
609-203-1367 
baamjc@aol.com 
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LOCAL BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN PLANNING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 
Background 
 
The New Jersey Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Master Plan has established a vision for 
New Jersey as a place where people choose to walk or bicycle with confidence and a sense of 
security...where both activities are a routine part of the transportation and recreation systems. 
The Department has taken steps to fulfill this vision through the adoption of a Complete Streets 
Policy through which the Department commits to the planning, design construction, 
maintenance and operation of facilities that will provide for the safe access and mobility of 
pedestrians, bicyclists and transit users of all ages and abilities. 
 
In order to implement this policy and make New Jersey a better place to bicycle and walk, it is 
essential that infrastructure improvements be undertaken that address the safety, mobility and 
access needs of non-motorized transportation modes. The benefits of such improvements are 
maximized if they evolve from a rational planning process, in fulfillment of a local vision that 
complements the one expressed in the NJ Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan; a process that 
reflects a conscious and concerted effort to create livable communities and complete streets 
where the needs of vulnerable roadway users such as pedestrians and bicyclists are central. 
 
To assist in fulfilling this vision, and to facilitate the implementation of capital projects that 
fulfill the safety and access needs of pedestrians and bicyclists; the Department has created the 
Local Bicycle/Pedestrian Planning Assistance Program (LBPPAP). Under this program, the 
Department has retained the services, of several consultants with expertise in local bicycle and 
pedestrian planning. The services of these consultants are provided at no cost to counties and 
municipalities that demonstrate a need and desire to undertake planning activities that will lead 
to capital improvements to benefit the non-motorized transportation modes. 
 
Municipalities (or counties) that determine they are interested in participating in this program 
should develop an application in accordance with the information provided below and submit 
the package to: 
 
Elise Bremer-Nei, AICP/PP 
Office of Bicycle & Pedestrian Programs 
New Jersey Department of Transportation 
1035 Parkway Avenue 
P.O. Box 600 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0300 
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Application Package Checklist 
 
Local governments that wish to be considered for inclusion in this program must submit an 
application package. Applications will be accepted at any time throughout the year. The 
application should demonstrate a strong interest in and/or need to provide improved or 
enhanced accommodations for pedestrian or bicycle travel in the community and evidence of a 
sincere commitment to implement the recommendations that evolve from the planning effort. 
The application package for the LBPPAP must include: 
 

□ A cover letter on the letterhead of the applicant, county or municipality, expressing 
interest in the program, signed by an appropriate representative of the county or 
municipality. 

□ A description of the proposed planning effort to be undertaken, prioritizing the efforts. 
This should include justification in terms of the needs, problems, populations served or 
opportunities being addressed. 

□ Additional information, if available, including sketches, maps which define the 
proposed study area, etc.,  

□ Supporting data, statistics and mapping demonstrating significant safety issues in the 
county or municipality that may be addressed in the study. 

□ A description of how the municipality intends to participate in the study. This can 
include financial participation, though financial participation is not required. 

□ A resolution of support from the governing body (if available at the time of the 
submittal) or an indication that a resolution of support will be forthcoming.  The 
resolution must include a commitment to make a good faith effort to implement the 
recommendations (actual or implied) of the planning study. Note: A task order with the 
Department’s consultant, commissioning the work, will not be issued without receipt of 
a resolution of support from the local governing body. 

□ The identity of the contact person and/or staff person who will participate in the study 
on behalf of the county or municipality. 

□ The identity of any local citizen groups or task forces or other entities with an interest in 
bicycling or walking who support the planning effort and may be available to 
participate in the study. 

□ An agreement to follow up with NJDOT one year after study completion in order to 
document the status of improvements based on study recommendations. 
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Evaluation Process/Selection Criteria 
 
Since applications are accepted at any time, the Department does not, strictly speaking, review 
and evaluate applications on a competitive basis.  The program is competitive only in that there 
may be more applicants than resources available to accommodate them.  As such, we cannot 
guarantee that technical assistance will be available at any particular time. The evaluation 
process is intended to determine whether an application is to be accepted (or not) into the 
program. Applications will be evaluated in terms of the following selection criteria: 
 

• Clarity of the presentation of the planning issues to be addressed 
• Inclusion of supporting data, statistics and mapping to back up narrative provided 
• Evidence of commitment of local staff/resources (mapping, providing data, setting up 

meetings, providing meeting space, etc.) 
• Evidence that a significant pedestrian or bicycle safety issue is to be addressed 
• Evidence that the planning effort includes consideration of improving non-motorized 

access to transit stops and stations 
• Evidence that the planning effort is to be directed to the needs of special populations 

such as senior citizens, transportation disadvantaged, school children, etc. 
• Evidence that the planning effort is to be directed towards the enhancement, vitality or 

economic viability of downtown or central business district (CBD) areas through the 
improvement of bicycle and pedestrian access and safety 

• Documentation that the applicant municipality or county has an existing Complete 
Streets Policy or a commitment of their intention to adopt one 

• Documentation of local support (A resolution of support from the governing body is 
required. Other documentation could include letters of support from public safety 
officials, the school board, etc.) 

• Documentation of support/involvement of the county (if a municipal application) 
• Documentation of support by the Transportation Management Association (TMA) 

and/or the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
• Documentation that other activities or projects have been undertaken to support 

bicycling or walking in the county or municipality, including Safe Routes to School 
programs 

 

Other Considerations 
 
Planning efforts to be undertaken through this program are to be locally driven. It is essential 
that applicants understand that this assistance is to be provided under a partnership 
arrangement, and that applicants must commit staff and/or financial resources to these efforts. 
 
All studies undertaken must have a strong public outreach aspect, including continuing 
involvement by both the official representatives of the county or municipality as well as 
participation by local citizens.   
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It is anticipated that study recommendations will be consistent with state of the practice 
guidelines for bicycle and pedestrian accommodations. 
 
Communities participating in the program will be contacted periodically after the completion of 
the planning effort to provide information on progress made toward implementing study 
recommendations resulting outcomes.   Specifically, we will be asking whether there has been 
an increase in safety due to the changes made, whether a Complete Streets policy has been 
adopted, as well as whether or not the community has seen an increase in bicyclists and 
pedestrians.  Also, we will assist in determining whether the community is eligible for inclusion 
in the Bike Friendly Communities Program with the League of American Bicyclists.  An 
important part of the process will be the identification of the contact person within the local 
government who will sign the Local Technical Assistance Scope Approval form.  This person 
will not only agree to the goals and objectives of the study, but will also agree to serve as our 
liaison for the aforementioned progress reports. 
 
 
Eligible Planning Activities 
 
Examples of planning activities that may be eligible for this technical assistance program 
include but are not limited to: 
 

• Evaluation of bicycle and/or pedestrian safety issues and the development of potential 
solutions 

• Comprehensive bicycle and/or pedestrian plans or circulation elements 
• Bicycle and/or pedestrian circulation studies focusing on key corridors or activity 

centers in the county or municipality, e.g. downtowns, key attractors (parks and other 
community facilities) shopping centers, etc. 

• Planning location or feasibility assessments for shared use path projects including rail-
trails and rail with trail 

• Complete Streets policy development and implementation plan assistance 
• Sidewalk inventories 
• Walkability audits 
• Inventories or audits of bicycle compatible roadways and designated bicycle facilities 
• Bicycle suitability mapping 
• Deficiency analyses, in terms of bicycle and/or pedestrian travel along selected routes to 

schools, transit facilities, downtown areas, etc., along with recommendations for 
mitigating those deficiencies 

• Residential neighborhood traffic calming 
• Safe Routes to School travel plans 
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Resolution 2019-37 
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 

COUNTY OF MERCER 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AUTHORIZING A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH HAMILTON 
TOWNSHIP FOR CERTAIN HEALTH SERVICES (STD CLINIC) 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hightstown is responsible by law for the protection of public health and 
wishes to provide certain clinic services relative to sexually transmitted diseases (STDs); and 

WHEREAS, the Township of Hamilton is agreeable to providing clinic services relative to STDs to 
the Borough of Hightstown for the period January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019 for a fee of $50.00 per 
patient; and 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Borough Council to enter into a shared services agreement with the 
Township of Hamilton for provision of these services; and 

WHEREAS, such agreements are authorized pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et seq;and 

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose shall be provided for in the 2019 budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
as follows: 

1. A shared services agreement between the Borough of Hightstown and the Township of Hamilton 
for the provision of professional health clinic services for sexually transmitted diseases for the 
period January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019 is hereby authorized and accepted. 

2.  The Mayor and Clerk are authorized and directed to execute said agreement. 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on January 22, 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      __________________________________________ 

 Debra L. Sopronyi 
 Borough Clerk 
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Resolution 2019-38 
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 

COUNTY OF MERCER 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AUTHORIZING THE TAX ASSESSOR THE ABILITY TO GRANT 
PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS TO DISABLED VETERANS 

 

WHEREAS, the legislature in adopting N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.30-3.33 has granted full property tax exemption for 

veterans suffering from service connected disabilities as declared by the United State Department of Veterans 

Administration; and 

WHEREAS, such exemption shall be approved and granted by the Tax Assessor upon the filing of the 

claim demonstrating the right to the exemption; and 

WHEREAS, the Statute does not specify the effective date for granting of a disabled veteran tax exemption 

but rather states that the municipal governing body shall, by resolution, establish a policy for the granting of 

property tax exemptions under this Statute; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown, 

County of Mercer, and the State of New Jersey, that the Tax Assessor  shall be authorized  to grant property tax 

exemption to Veterans suffering from service connected disabilities as declared by the United States Department of 

Veteran's Administration upon the filling of a claim demonstrating the right to an exemption; such property tax 

exemption shall be effective as of the date the application is received in the Tax Assessor’s office. 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on January 22, 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      __________________________________________ 

 Debra L. Sopronyi 
 Borough Clerk 
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Resolution 2019-39 
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 

COUNTY OF MERCER 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

AUTHORIZING REFUND OF WATER/SEWER OVERPAYMENT  

 
WHEREAS, a water/sewer overpayment was made for Block 2.01, Lot 1, C0095, 140 Mill Run East, 

in the amount of $204.30 due to duplicate payment; and  

WHEREAS, the owner, Kevin Kappock, 17 Feathertree Court, Howell, New Jersey 07731, has 
requested that a refund be issued for the overpayment in the amount of $204.30; and 

WHEREAS, the Collector has requested that said overpayment be refunded in the amount of $204.30. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
that the Collector and CFO are hereby authorized to issue a refund in the amount of $204.20 to Kevin 
Kappock, 17 Feathertree Court, Howell, New Jersey 07731, representing the water/sewer overpayment as set 
forth herein. 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on January 22, 2019. 

 
 
 
 
      __________________________________________ 

 Debra L. Sopronyi 
 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

153



Resolution 2019-40 
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 

COUNTY OF MERCER 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AUTHORIZING A RENEWED SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH MERCER 
COUNTY FOR EMS DISPATCH SERVICES 

WHEREAS, with the adoption of Resolution 2014-126 on June 2, 2014, the Borough Council 
approved a Shared Services Agreement with Mercer County for Emergency Medical Dispatch Services for the 
period of July 1, 2014 to December 31, 2016; and 

WHEREAS, the parties desire to enter into a successor agreement to continue the provision of 
Emergency Medical Dispatch Services to the Borough by Mercer County for a one-year period, January 1, 
2019 through December 31, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40:65-1 et seq. authorizes 
the approval of Shared Services Agreements by Resolution; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed the proposed Shared Services Agreement for 
Emergency Medical Dispatch Services for the period January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough’s net share of costs for these services, by the terms of this agreement, for 
the period January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019 will be Four Thousand Four Hundred and Fifty 
Thousand Dollars ($4,450.00) for this 12-month period; and   

WHEREAS, additional terms of said Services shall be established in a shared services agreement 
signed by Mercer County and Hightstown Borough; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intention of the Mayor and Council to provide adequate funding for this 
expenditure in the 2019 budget.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown: 

1. The Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a shared services agreement 
for EMS Dispatch Services as stated herein. 

2. This agreement is approved subject to the provision of adequate funds in the Borough’s 2019 
budget. 

 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on January 22, 2019 

 

      __________________________________________ 
                                                                                                Debra L. Sopronyi 

                                                                                               Borough Clerk 
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SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT  

BETWEEN 

THE COUNTY OF MERCER AND THE BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 

FOR THE PROVISION OF EMS DISPATCH SERVICES 

 

 THIS AGREEMENT, made this _____ day of ________, 2019, by and between 

the County of Mercer, a body politic of the State of New Jersey, with principal offices 

located at 640 South Broad Street, Trenton, Mercer County, New Jersey (hereinafter 

referred to as “COUNTY”), and the Borough of Hightstown, a municipal corporation of 

the State of New Jersey, with principal offices located at 156 Bank Street, Hightstown, 

Mercer County, New Jersey (hereinafter referred to as “MUNICIPALITY”). 

WITNESSETH: 

 WHEREAS, the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 

40A:65-1 et seq., permits local units of this State to enter into a contract with any other 

local unit for the joint provision within their combined jurisdictions of any service which 

any party to the agreement is empowered to render within its own jurisdiction; and  

 WHEREAS, the COUNTY is interested in providing EMS dispatch services to the 

MUNICIPALITY, and the MUNICIPALITY is interested in having said services 

available to its residents; 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and conditions 

contained herein, the COUNTY and the MUNICIPALITY hereby agree as follows: 

1. The COUNTY agrees to provide EMS dispatch services to the 

MUNICIPALITY. 
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2.  The term of this Agreement shall be one (1) year for the period of January 1, 

2019 through December 31, 2019. 

3. The MUNICIPALITY shall be assessed an annual assessment representing the 

cost of the calls made to, and received by the COUNTY for EMS dispatch services. 

4. There shall be an adjustment to the annual assessment in January of the 

subsequent calendar year to reflect actual calls in the prior year. 

5. Based on the annual assessment the MUNICIPALITY will pay an annual cost 

for EMS dispatch in the amount of $4,450.00 to the COUNTY within thirty (30) days of 

invoicing by the COUNTY. 

 6.  Each party shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the other party, its 

agents, officers and employees, and their successors and assigns, from and against all 

liability for any claims, suits, demands, actions or causes of action of any kind and nature 

arising out of or in connection with the provision of the parties’ respective 

responsibilities under this Agreement, to the extent permitted by law. 

 7.  This Agreement may be terminated at any time by either party, with or without 

cause; however, unless otherwise agreed to by the parties, a termination shall not become 

effective for a minimum of ninety (90) days following the receipt of the notice of 

termination by the non-terminating party.  

 8.  All notices, statements or other documents required by the Agreement shall be 

hand-delivered or mailed to the following designated representatives: 

A. The designated representative for the COUNTY is: 

Andrew A. Mair, Administrator  

County of Mercer 

640 S. Broad Street 

Trenton, NJ 08650 
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B. The designated representative for the MUNICIPALITY is: 

Debra Sopronyi, Clerk/Administrator 

Borough of Hightstown 

156 Bank Street 

Hightstown, NJ 08520  

 

 9.  Any dispute arising under this Agreement or related to this Agreement shall be 

governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey. 

10.  This Agreement may only be supplemented, amended or revised in writing, 

which has been duly authorized by the parties and signed by the proper authorized 

representatives thereof. 

11. A copy of this Agreement shall be filed with the Division of Local 

Government Services in the Department of Community Affairs. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be 

duly executed the day and year aforesaid. 

ATTEST:      COUNTY OF MERCER 

 

             

JERLENE H. WORTHY    BRIAN M. HUGHES 

CLERK TO THE BOARD    COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS 

 

 

ATTEST:       

 

 

 

             

       LAWRENCE QUATTRONE, MAYOR 
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Resolution 2019-41 
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 

COUNTY OF MERCER 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AMENDING RESOLUTION 2019-04  

WHEREAS, resolution 2019-04 which approved the 2019 Borough Council schedule was adopted on 
January 1, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council finds that the meeting schedule for the year 2019 must be amended. 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that resolution 2019-04 
is hereby amended as follows: Borough Council meetings for the remainder of 2019 and for the first meeting in 
2020 will be held at 7:30 p.m., unless otherwise noted, at the Hightstown Firehouse at 140 North Main Street, 
Hightstown, on the following dates: 

2019 SCHEDULED COUNCIL MEETING DATES 
 
   MONDAY    February 4 
   TUESDAY    February 19 
 
   MONDAY    March 4 
   MONDAY    March 18 
 
   MONDAY    April 1  
   MONDAY    April 15 
 
   MONDAY    May 6 
   MONDAY    May 20 
 
   MONDAY    June 3 
   MONDAY    June 17 
 
   MONDAY    July 15    
 
   MONDAY    August 5 
 
   TUESDAY    September 3 
   MONDAY    September 16  
 
   MONDAY    October 7 
   MONDAY    October 21 
 
   MONDAY    November 4 
   MONDAY    November 18 
 
   MONDAY    December 2 
   MONDAY    December 16 
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 2020 Meetings 
    
   WEDNESDAY, January 1 at 12 Noon  Reorganization Meeting  
    

 

       
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on January 22, 2019. 

 
 
            

       ___________________________________ 
   Debra L. Sopronyi 
   Borough Clerk 
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Resolution 2019-42
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN

COUNTY OF MERCER
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AUTHORIZING A TRANSFER OF FUNDS IN THE 2019 BUDGET

Current: From To

Legal Services and Costs

Other Expenses 14,000.00$                  -$                                    

Grant Writing

Other Expenses -                              3,000.00                             

Engineer

Other Expenses 2,000.00                             

Solid Waste

 Other Expenses -                              3,000.00                             

Street Lighting

 Other Expenses 3,000.00                             

Natural Gas

 Other Expenses 3,000.00                             

TOTALS 14,000.00$                  14,000.00$                         

Debra L. Sopronyi
Borough Clerk

Whereas, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-59 provides that the governing body may authorize a transfer of funds in the budget
during the  first three months of the following year.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that the
following transfers in the 2018  budget are hereby authorized:   

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on January 22, 2019
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Resolution 2019-43 
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 

COUNTY OF MERCER 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AMENDING THE 2019 TEMPORARY OPERATING BUDGET – CURRENT FUND 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council adopted the 2019 temporary current fund budget on January 1, 
2019; and  

WHEREAS it is necessary to amend the budget in order to provide funding for certain expenditures; 
and, 

WHEREAS said amendment will neither increase nor decrease the total appropriations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown, 
County of Mercer, State of New Jersey that the 2019 Temporary Operating Budget – Current Fund is amended 
as follows: 

From: To: 
Legal Services and Costs Other Expense 20,000.00 
Police Salaries and Wages 20,000.00 

Building Improvements/Design 40,000.00 

CURRENT TOTAL 40,000.00 40,000.00 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Certified copies of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the 
Chief Financial Officer and Borough Auditor.   

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on January 22, 2019. 

___________________________ 
Debra L. Sopronyi 

Borough Clerk 
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