
Resolution 2014-36
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN

COUNTY OF MERCER

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AUTHORIZING A MEETING WHICH EXCLUDES THE PUBLIC

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that this body will hold

a meeting on February 18, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. in the First Aid Building located at 168 Bank Street, Hightstown

that will be limited only to consideration of an item or items with respect to which the public may be excluded

pursuant to section 7b of the Open Public Meetings Act.

The general nature of the subject or subjects to be discussed:

Litigation – Gomez
Bruckner Southern

Personnel – Tax Collector
Professional Services

Contract Negotiations – Shared Services (EMS)

Stated as precisely as presently possible the following is the time when and the circumstances under
which the discussion conducted at said meeting can be disclosed to the public: May 18, 2014 or when the need
for confidentiality no longer exists.

The public is excluded from said meeting, and further notice is dispensed with, all in accordance with

sections 8 and 4a of the Open Public Meetings Act.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on February 18, 2014.

__________________________________________
Debra L. Sopronyi

Borough Clerk
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Resolution 2013-37
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN

COUNTY OF MERCER

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN TO HIRE ONE NEW FULL-TIME

REGULAR POLICE OFFICER

WHEREAS, due to a retirement of an Officer, and in order to maintain the health, safety and welfare of
the public at large, the Hightstown Borough Council has determined that it is necessary to hire a rank and file police
officer for the Borough; and

WHEREAS, Section 2-19.7 of the “Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Hightstown, New
Jersey,” governs the procedure relating to application for, and appointment to, the position of police officer of any
rank within the Borough; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Subsection 2-19.7(b), the Police Director has recommended that the Borough
Council appoint Tyler DiStefano of Lakewood, New Jersey as a Hightstown Borough Police Officer; and

WHEREAS, appointee Tyler DiStefano is a certified Class II officer who will require a waiver issued by
the New Jersey Police Training Commission (“PTC”); and

WHEREAS, a PTC waiver is issued to officers who have graduated from a PTC approved academy and
who only require a few courses of instruction for full certification; and

WHEREAS, the Mercer County Police Academy starts in April, 2014, and it is the intention of the
Borough that appointee DiStefano shall be enrolled in said Academy to commence with courses of instruction
immediately; and

WHEREAS, the employment of appointee DiStefano shall be conditioned upon his passing all applicable
Borough requirements; and

WHEREAS, the employment of appointee DiStefano shall additionally be conditioned upon qualifying for
PTC waivers, as indicated above; and

WHEREAS, the salaries associated with the this new hire shall be set at the sum of $45,000 per annum, in
accordance with the “Grievance Settlement Agreement” executed by the Borough and the Hightstown PBA Local
283 (the “PBA”), which was authorized by Resolution 2012-222, adopted by the Hightstown Borough Council on
September 4, 2012; and

WHEREAS, all other terms and conditions of employment relating to this new hire shall be as set forth in
the existing Collective Negotiations Agreement executed by the Borough and the PBA, covering the time period
from January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2014 (the “PBA Agreement”), as modified by the afore-mentioned
“Grievance Settlement Agreement”; and

WHEREAS, the Hightstown Borough Council believes that the hiring of the new police officer as
referenced above is in the best interests of the health, safety and welfare of the Borough’s residents.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown, in
the County of Mercer and State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. That the individual referenced above is hereby appointed to serve as full-time regular police officer for the
Borough of Hightstown, contingent upon the conditions set forth in this Resolution.
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2. That the employment of the new officer shall be conditioned upon passing all applicable Borough
requirements.

3. That the employment of appointee DiStefano shall additionally be conditioned upon his qualifying
for PTC waivers, as indicated above.

4. That the salaries associated with the new hire shall be set at the sum of $45,000 per annum per
officer, in accordance with the “Grievance Settlement Agreement” recently executed by the Borough and the
“PBA”, which was authorized by Resolution 2012-222, adopted by the Hightstown Borough Council on September
4, 2012.

5. That all other terms and conditions of employment relating to the new hire shall be as set forth in
the existing PBA Agreement, as modified by the afore-mentioned “Grievance Settlement Agreement.”

6. That all appropriate Borough officials are hereby authorized and directed to take all appropriate
actions in furtherance of the intentions set forth in this Resolution.

7. That a certified copy of this Resolution shall be provided to each of the following:

a. Appointee Tyler DiStefano;

b. James K. LeTellier, Borough Police Director;

c. Lieutenant Frank Gendron;

d. Police Commissioner Lawrence Quattrone;

e. Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Labor Counsel; and

f. Frederick C. Raffetto, Esq., Borough Attorney.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on February 18, 2014.

_________________________________
Debra L. Sopronyi

Borough Clerk



Resolution 2014-38
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN

COUNTY OF MERCER

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

WHEREAS, certain bills are due and payable as per itemized claims listed on the following schedules, which are made a part of
the minutes of this meeting as a supplemental record;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that the bills be paid
on audit and approval of the Borough Administrator, the appropriate Department Head and the Treasurer in the amount
of $536,195.60 from the following accounts:

Current $256,154.95

W/S Operating 214,470.56

General Capital 59,348.14

Water/Sewer Capital 56.45

Grant 0.00

Trust 1,000.00

Housing Trust 0.00

Animal Control 0.00

Law Enforcement Trust 0.00

Housing Rehab Loans 0.00

Unemployment Trust 0.00

Escrow 5,165.50

Total $536,195.60

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on February 18, 2014.

____________________________________
Debra L. Sopronyi

Borough Clerk



Resolution 2014-39
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN

COUNTY OF MERCER

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS

PRIOR TO ADOPTION OF THE 2014 BUDGET

WHEREAS, an emergent condition has arisen with respect to inadequate appropriation balances

remaining in some line items of the 2014 temporary budget; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 provides for the creation of emergency appropriations for the

purposes above mentioned; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Mayor and Council to create emergency temporary appropriations

as set forth on Schedule “A,” attached; and

WHEREAS, the total emergency temporary appropriations in resolutions adopted in the year 2014

pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 (Chapter 96, P.L. 1951, as amended), including this resolution,

total:

THIS

RESOLUTION

PREVIOUS TOTAL CUMULATIVE

TOTAL

Current 61,400.00 0.00 61,400.00

Capital Outlay – Current 0.00 0.00 0.00
Debt Service - Current 0.00 0.00 0.00

Water/Sewer 150,000.00 0.00 150,000.00
Capital Outlay – W/S 0.00 0.00 0.00

Debt Service - W/S 0.00 0.00 0.00

TOTAL 211,400.00 0.00 211,400.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown

(not less than two-thirds of all the members of thereof affirmatively concurring) that, in accordance with

N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20:

1. An emergency temporary appropriation is hereby made for each item listed on the schedules that

are attached hereto and made a part hereof;

2. Each emergency appropriation listed will be provided for in the 2014 budget under the same title

as written herein;

3. One certified copy of this resolution will be filed with the Director of Local Government Services,

and a copy provided to the Treasurer.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on February 18, 2014.

___________________________________________
Debra L. Sopronyi

Borough Clerk



Borough of Hightstown

Emergency Temporary No. 1

2/18/2014

Current Fund

Mayor and Council Other Expenses 400.00        

Snow Removal Other Expenses 8,000.00     

Sanitation Other Expenses 28,000.00   

Buildings and Grounds Other Expenses 10,000.00   

Recycling Other Expenses 15,000.00   

Subtotal Current Fund 61,400.00   

Water Sewer Utility Fund

Other Expense 150,000.00 

Subtotal Water Sewer Utility Fund 150,000.00 

Total 211,400.00 



Resolution 2014-40
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN

COUNTY OF MERCER

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AUTHORIZING AN UPGRADE TO THE SENSUS WATER METERING SYSTEM FOR THE

HIGHTSTOWN BOROUGH WATER TREATMENT PLANT

WHEREAS, there is a need for an upgrade to the Sensus Water Metering System for the Hightstown

Borough Water Treatment Plant; and

WHEREAS, this upgrade is necessary to permit the reading of meters for water/sewer billing

purposes; and

WHEREAS, the price for this upgrade is not to exceed $113,750.00; and

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent has reviewed this purchase and finds the purchase to be

proprietary and sole source; and

WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Purchasing Agent that this upgrade be purchased from

HD Supply Waterworks, Ltd. for an amount not to exceed $113,750.00; and

WHEREAS, the Treasurer has certified that funds will be made available in the 2014 budget for this

purchase.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown

that the purchase of an upgrade to the Sensus Water Metering System from HD Supply Waterworks, Ltd. is

hereby authorized for an amount not to exceed $113,750.00.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on February 18, 2014.

_______________________________________
Debra L. Sopronyi

Borough Clerk



Resolution 2014-41
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN

COUNTY OF MERCER

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

RENEWING A CONTRACT FOR SLUDGE CAKE REMOVAL, TRANSPORTATION

AND DISPOSAL – WASTE MANAGEMENT

WHEREAS, Resolution 2013-58 awarded a one year contract for Sludge Cake Removal,

Transportation and Disposal to Waste Management of Trenton, New Jersey effective March 4, 2013; and

WHEREAS, the specification was for two one-year periods, with the Borough having the option to

renew for the second one year period at a per unit price of $78.79 per ton with a total contract price of

$118,185.00; and

WHEREAS, it has been determined by the Purchasing Agent and AWWTP Superintendent that a one

year renewal on said contract would be advantageous to the Borough; and

WHEREAS, said renewal of the contract shall be effective March 4, 2014; and

WHEREAS, funds will be made available in the 2014 budget for said expenditure;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown

that the contract for Sludge Cake Removal, Transportation and Disposal is hereby renewed for a one year

period effective March 4, 2014 with Waste Management of Trenton, New Jersey.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on February 18, 2014.

____________________________________

Debra L. Sopronyi
Borough Clerk



Resolution 2014-42
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN

COUNTY OF MERCER

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AUTHORIZING RECEIPT OF BIDS FOR POLYMER CHEMICALS

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that the Borough

Engineer is hereby authorized to prepare specifications and advertise for bids for polymer chemicals for the

Advanced Waste Water Treatment Plant, and that the Borough is authorized to receive same after proper

advertisement.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on February 18, 2014.

_______________________________________
Debra L. Sopronyi

Borough Clerk



Resolution 2014-43
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN

COUNTY OF MERCER

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AMENDING RESOLUTION 2014-20

WHEREAS, Hightstown Borough resolution 2014-20 designated the officers that are authorized to

sign checks for the payment of money from the accounts of the Borough of Hightstown; and

WHEREAS, effective February 7, 2014, Henry Underhill was appointed the Borough Administrator

pursuant to resolution 2014-35; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend resolution 2014-20 by adding the name of Henry Underhill as a

designated officers who is authorized to sign checks for the payment of money from the accounts of the

Borough of Hightstown.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown

that resolution 2014-20 shall be amended by adding the name of Henry Underhill, Borough Administrator as

an officer who is authorized to sign checks for the payment of money from the accounts of the Borough of

Hightstown.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on February 18, 2014.

_______________________________________
Debra L. Sopronyi

Borough Clerk



Resolution 2014-44
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN

COUNTY OF MERCER

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

APPOINTING A JIF COMMISSIONER AND ALTERNATE COMMISSIONER FOR THE

REMAINDER OF 2014

WHEREAS, as a member it is required that Hightstown Borough appoint a Mid-Jersey Joint

Insurance Fund Commissioner; and

WHEREAS, resolution 2014-02 appointed Debra Sopronyi as the JIF Commissioner and Karen

Cassel as the Alternate Commissioner; and

WHEREAS, due to the hiring of Henry Underhill as the Borough Administrator effective February 7

1, 2014 it is the desire of the Borough Council to appoint Mr. Henry Underhill as the JIF Commissioner for the

remainder of 2014; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Borough Council to appoint Debra Sopronyi, Borough Clerk, as the

Alternate JIF Commissioner for the remainder of 2014.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown

that Henry Underhill, Borough Administrator, is hereby appointed as the JIF Commissioner for the remainder

of 2014.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that Debra

Sopronyi, Borough Clerk, is hereby appointed as the Alternate JIF Commissioner for the remainder of 2014.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on February 18, 2014.

_______________________________________
Debra L. Sopronyi

Borough Clerk



Resolution 2014-45
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN

COUNTY OF MERCER

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

CALLING ON THE LEGISLATURE TO MAKE PERMANENT THE 2% CAP ON INTEREST

ARBITRATION AWARDS

WHEREAS, on December 21, 2010, Governor Christie signed into law reforms to the Arbitration process
that took effect January 1, 2011; and

WHEREAS, the reforms capped arbitration awards on economic factors to no more than 2%, provided for
random selection of arbitrators, expedited the determination of awards, required the arbitrator to provide a written
report detailing the weight accorded to each of the required considerations and expedited the appeal process; and

WHEREAS, these reforms marked a dramatic change to the arbitration process and have helped
municipalities to control the never-ending rise in public safety personnel costs; and

WHEREAS, a key element of the reforms, capping arbitration awards on economic factors to no more than
2% of the property tax levy will expire on April 1, 2014; and

WHEREAS, while municipalities are statutorily limited to raise their property tax levy by no more than
2%, with very limited exceptions, failure to extend the 2% cap on interest arbitration awards will force
municipalities throughout the State to further reduce or even eliminate crucial services, personnel, and long-overdue
infrastructure improvement projects in order to fund an arbitration award; and

WHEREAS, the 2% Interest Arbitration cap has controlled one of the largest municipal expense, public
safety salaries, not only through arbitration awards but through contract negotiations; and

WHEREAS, absent further action by the Legislature, any contract that expires on or after April 1, 2014,
will be subject to all new procedures and requirements, EXCEPT the 2% awards cap; and

WHEREAS, without those limits, arbitrators will be able to impose awards that do not account for the 2%
limit on the property tax levy, which would immediately threaten funding for all other municipal services; and

WHEREAS, without the 2% cap on Interest Arbitration Awards but with the 2% cap on property tax levy
local budget makers could be forced to reduce other essential municipal services to fund an arbitration award;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of Hightstown Borough strongly
urges the Legislature to permanently extend the 2% cap on interest arbitration awards prior to the April 1, 2014
sunset; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this duly adopted resolution be forwarded to Senate
President Stephen Sweeney, Assembly Speaker Vincent Prieto, the Hightstown Borough State Legislative
representatives, Governor Chris Christie, and the New Jersey State League of Municipalities.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on February 18, 2014.

__________________________________________

Debra L. Sopronyi
Borough Clerk



Resolution 2014-46
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN

COUNTY OF MERCER

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

WAIVING PERMIT FEES FOR AND SUPPORTING AN EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT

WHEREAS, on February 3, 2014 Nathaniel Crabtree presented an Eagle Scout Project to the Mayor

and Borough Council; and

WHEREAS, the project will consist of the installation of historic markers and directional signs, and

improvements to the Roger G. Cook Greenway in Hightstown Borough; and

WHEREAS, the project will also include the installation of a sign at the Housing Authority; and

WHEREAS, the project will be in compliance with construction and ADA regulations; and

WHEREAS, the Construction Official, Parks and Recreation Commission, Historic Preservation

Commission, Environmental Commission, Historical Society, and Housing Authority of Hightstown Borough

have given their support and guidance on the project; and

WHEREAS, all fund required to finance this project will be raised by Mr. Crabtree, and will be at no

expense to the taxpayers of the Borough; and

WHEREAS, given the nature of the project the Construction Official has requested that permit fees, if

any, for this project be waived; and

WHEREAS, all appropriate applications shall be filed and all appropriate inspections shall take place

for this project; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council give their support for this project; and finds that

waiving permit fees, if any, for this project is beneficial to community.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of

Hightstown hereby support the above Eagle Scout project and permit fees, if any, associated with this Eagle

Scout project shall be waived.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on February 18, 2014.

__________________________________________

Debra L. Sopronyi
Borough Clerk



Resolution 2014-47
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN

COUNTY OF MERCER

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AUTHORIZING RENEWED SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH EAST

WINDSOR TOWNSHIP FOR SENIOR SERVICES

WHEREAS, with the adoption of Resolution 2013-90 on April 1, 2013, the Borough Council

approved a Shared Services Agreement with the Township of East Windsor for the provision of Senior

Services for the period March 1, 2013 through February 28, 2014 at a cost of Twenty-Six Thousand Seventy

Dollars ($26,070.00) for the 12-month period; and

WHEREAS, the parties desire to enter into a successor agreement to continue the provision of Senior

Services to the Borough by the Township of East Windsor through February 28, 2015; and

WHEREAS, the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40:65-1 et seq. authorizes

the approval of Shared Services Agreements by Resolution; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed the proposed Shared Services Agreement for

Senior Services for the period March 1, 2014 through February 28, 2015; and

WHEREAS, the Borough’s net share of costs for these services, by the terms of this agreement, for

the period March 1, 2014 through February 28, 2015 will be Twenty-Seven Thousand One Hundred Ninety-

Five Dollars and Ninety-Nine Cents ($27,195.99) for this 12-month period; and

WHEREAS it is the intention of the Mayor and Council to provide adequate funding for this

expenditure in the 2014 and 2015 budgets;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown

as follows:

1. The Shared Services Agreement with the Township of East Windsor for Senior Services for the

period March 1, 2014 through February 28, 2015 is hereby approved, in accordance with the

provisions of N.J.S.A. 40:65-1 et seq.

2. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the agreement for same.

3. This agreement is approved subject to the provision of adequate funds in the Borough’s 2014 and

2015 budgets.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a meeting held on February 18, 2014.

__________________________________________
Debra L. Sopronyi

Borough Clerk
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