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In your words:

“Recognize that Peddie Lake is Hightstown’s
Central Park — treat it as such”

“Design a plan that is visionary for the town”

“Make the town a destination”



Planning Process & Schedule

Kick-off meeting with Downtown Hightstown (April 23)
Stakeholder Focus Groups (May 12)

Community Open House Workshop (May 26)

Design Charrette (May 27-28)

Final Presentation (May 29)
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Project Goals

* How can we create the most unique and
attractive “downtown waterfront
experience” in the region?

e How can downtown become a more vibrant
destination with a greater variety of uses,
features and activities?

* How should improvements be designed to
reflect our history and act as a catalyst for
future reinvestment throughout the
downtown?



Tell Us About Downtown Today
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EXISTING LAKESIDE CHARACTER
VISION PLAN FOR DOWNTOWN & LAKESIDE IMPROVEMENTS
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RIVERFRONT SPIRIT BOARD
VISION PLAN FOR DOWNTOWN & LAKESIDE IMPROVEMENTS

Loorey Rkbs Kies




ok

b

gl ?‘\z b )
L8 Z

ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER SPIRIT BOARD
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COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE WORKSHOP — May 26

VISIONING WORKSHOP FOR DOWNTOWN &
LAKESIDE IMPROVEMENTS

Hightstown Borough, Mercer County

GIVE US YOUR IDEAS.
WE NEED YOUR INPUT!

OPEN HOUSE WORKSHOP

Drx in Any Time Between
4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
TUESDAY MAY 26, 2015

How can we create the most
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH unique and attractive “downtown

125 S. Main Street - " g
Hightoooum 25 08520 waterfront experience” in the

(Enter from parking lot or rear enfrance) region?

Free refreshments will be provided
Pking 1 rour or oo faced . How can dOWﬂfO\.Nn l:)econ.Ie a
more vibrant destination with a

greater variety of uses, features
* Tell us where you live and work. and activities?

* Tell us about the downtown today.
. i How should improvements be

* Take the Community Vision Survey. designed to reflect our history
and act as a catalyst for future
reinvestment throughout the
waterfront experience.” downtown?

* Help shape the Vision for a “downtown

¢ Tell us how Peddie Lake can become
@ unique waterfront — give us your
thoughts, ideas & concepts.

¢ Kid's Covrwner - we want residents
of all ages to draw ideas for what would

make the waterfront a cool place.
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Where do you

in the Downfown or Region?

Whe. e do you@! in the Downtown or Region?

DOY-MOCRACY - LIVE/WORK
VISION PLAN FOR DOWNTOWN & LAKESIDE IMPROVEMENTS ) i ™

ere do you

ive/Work
in the

Downtown or
Region?



What places do you like @ in the Downtown?
What places do you like @ in the Downtown?

DOT-MOCRACY - LIKE MOST LIKE LEAST
VISION PLAN FOR DOWNTOWN & LAKESIDE IMPROVEMENTS ) it

What Places do
you like
Most/Least
in Downtown?¢
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COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE WORKSHOP — May 26

VISIONING WORKSHOP FOR DOWNTOWN &
LAKESIDE IMPROVEMENTS

Hightstown Borough, Mercer County

GIVE US YOUR IDEAS.
WE NEED YOUR INPUT!

OPEN HOUSE WORKSHOP

Drx in Any Time Between
4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
TUESDAY MAY 26, 2015
How can we create the most
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH unique and attractive “downtown
125 S. Main Street . A
Hightssouwm, NJ 08520 wa!erfronl experience” in the
(Enter from parking lot or rear enfrance) reglon?

Free refreshments will be provided
Pking 1 rour or oo faced . How can downtown become a

more vibrant destination with a

greater variety of uses, features
* Tell us where you live and work. and activities?

¢ Tell us about the downtown today.

How should improvements be ! =
* Toke the Community Vision Survey. designed to reflect our history \ o W RKE h‘ I
u and act as a catalyst for future ’r‘f'f. LAKEF@owr (nin en TR WEne ™2umie
* Help shape the Vision for a “downtown 2 v UNIGye X L et
reinvestment throughout the e LIt gy | S

waterfront experience.” downtown?
¢ Tell us how Peddie Lake can become
a unique waterfront — give us your
thoughts, ideas & concepts.
¢ Kid's Covrwner - we want residents
of all ages to draw ideas for what would

make the waterfront a cool place.
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COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE WORKSHOP — May 26

VISIONING WORKSHOP FOR DOWNTOWN &
LAKESIDE IMPROVEMENTS

Hightstown Borough, Mercer County

GIVE US YOUR IDEAS.
WE NEED YOUR INPUT!

OPEN HOUSE WORKSHOP

Drx in Any Time Between
4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
TUESDAY MAY 26, 2015

How can we create the most
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH unique and attractive “downtown

125 S. Main Street - " g
Hightoooum 25 08520 waterfront experience” in the

(Enter from parking lot or rear enfrance) region?

Free refreshments will be provided
A . How can downtown become a

more vibrant destination with a

greater variety of uses, features
* Tell us where you live and work. and activities?

* Tell us about the downtown today.
i How should improvements be

* Toke the Community Vision Survey. designed to reflect our history
and act as a catalyst for future
reinvestment throughout the
waterfront experience.” downtown?

* Help shape the Vision for a “downtown

¢ Tell us how Peddie Lake can become
@ unique waterfront — give us your
thoughts, ideas & concepts.

¢ Kid's Covwner — we want residents
of all ages to draw ideas for what would

make the waterfront a cool place.
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Downtown Lakefront - Today
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Downtown Lakefront — A Century Ago




Downtown Lakefront 1915
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Community Vision Survey

“The survey was a great way to visualize
what the town can look like.”
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Waterfront Promenade

None of the choices



Waterfront Dining
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None of the choices



Activating the Waterfront
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Actlvatmg the Waterfront

None of the choices



Framing the Waterfront




Framing the Waterfront




Filling in the Gaps




Filling in the Gaps
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Leave the parking lot







PEERIE LAKE




“Span the creek, extend into the lake with “piers” for
dining and recreation”

“Remove walls around the lake”

“Paddle boats”
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PEERIE LAKE




“Community space, green space,
small sprinkler space for kids,
outdoor seating, places to eat”

“Permanent games, chess,
checkers, ping pong, bocce”




“Use this area for public activities like art
display (Sculpture), performance — it
should becomes a gateway”

“Gazebo

for

#=.. concerts”
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“European walkway connecting
restaurants/cafes”

“Courtyard open spaces with
elevated sections to view lake”

“Activate entire lake”



PEERIE LAKE




“Good food, street festivals,
public screen for film,
outdoor service”

“Food truck events,
competitions, etc.”

“Tiki bar”




“Utilize for more events —
food festival, craft fair, etc.”

“Family movie night — along the Lake”

“Night events — take back the night”
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“Tie in local history to all we do — grist mill
themed restaurants, elevated walkway train
tracks, public art of locomotives, etc.”

“Public art waterfront feature water wheel, fire/
water sculpture on the Lake representing the
gross brothers flour mill fire”



How can our past inform our future?







Parking

“Emphasize aesthetics/ environment over
parking adjacent to Peddie lake”

“Move parking away from the waterfront”
“Remove lakefront parking lots”

“Hide or bury the parking”



PEERIE LAKE




Parking

“Parking deck — remove parking lot.
Hide parking deck behind new
facades facing Main Street”

“Move parking lot from water front
to the old municipal building”

“Move parking lot to the mill”









Uses

“More residential & shopping &
dining to enjoy the waterfront
view”

“Bed & Breakfast/Inn”

“Nice two bedroom condos”



Where are the
Satety Concerns
&
Traftic/Pedestrian
ot Spots
N
Downtown?

DOT-MOCRACY - TRAFFIC “HOT SPOTS”
VISION PLAN FOR DOWNTOWN & LAKESIDE IMPROVEMENTS ) it




Trucks & Thru-Traffic

“Keep large thru-traffic trucks from the
center of this small town — make it a
village with walk happy streets”

“Get the large trucks to go around town”

“Eliminate flow of thru traffic through
downtown”



Pedestrian Crossing Challenges




Context Sensitive Design/Shared Spaces
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River Street in Batavia, lllinois.
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PEERIE LAKE










Vision Plan for
Downtown & Lakeside
Improvements

Hightstown, New Jersey

September 30, 2015




