Hightstown Historic Preservation Commission
Tuesday, August 4, 2009

7:30 pm @ Borough Hall

MINUTES
Call to order:  Chairwoman Kirkpatrick called the meeting to order at 7:35.

Open Public Meeting Act Statement: Chairwoman Kirkpatrick read the Open Public Meeting Act Statement.

Roll Call:


Commissioner Kirkpatrick: Present



Commissioner Brown: Absent



Commissioner Buriak: Present



Commissioner Cox: Present



Commissioner Ely: Present



Commissioner Keith: Absent



Commissioner Mariboe: Absent



Commissioner Patten: Present



Commissioner Pratt: Present



Planning Board Chairman Steve Misiura was present.

Public Comment: None

Minutes: The minutes were moved by Commissioner Cox and seconded by Commissioner Pratt.  They were unanimously approved as read.

Discussion with Steve Misiura: 
Chairwoman Kirkpatrick explained that the HPC will work with the Planning Board to find ways to discourage demolition of historic homes.  They will explore possibilities that could be included in Planning Board and Zoning Board ordinances.
Steve explained that right now the zoning ordinances do not endorse demolitions.  All that is needed is a $100 permit to demolish a structure.  There is a continuing use regulation that mandates that a new home cannot be built without variances unless it conforms to the footprint of the previous structure.  

The Zoning Board sub-committee, consisting of Rick Pratt, Chris Moraitis, Bill Searing, will meet with Bill Schmeling, Zoning Officer, to begin crafting a demolition ordinance.  

Review of Ordinance:
The commission recommended the following changes: two whereas clauses pertaining to the Town Center Designation and the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission be added to the others. 
It also cited editing issues to be corrected on pages 20, 21, 22 – 25, 27, 29 and 35. 

References to demolition will be removed.

Steve Misiura will contact Gary Rosensweig for clarification of items on p. 13 and p. 24.  

The revised ordinance will be sent back to the Planning Board for their review at their September 14th meeting.  
Stockton Street Improvements:

Dan Buriak stated that the State Historic Preservation Commission had approved the project with the recommendation that the formal gardens be removed as they would be too formal for that period of time.  

John Bull Sleepers:  No report

Old Business: 

 
Article for Newspapers: No report


Borough Website: No report


Additional properties for National Register: No report


Historic Element Revision: No report
Booklet of Styles: Commissioner Pratt, Ely and Kirkpatrick met. Commissioner Ely will be photographing the homes to be pictured in the booklet.  They plan to send a letter to the homeowners informing them of this.  Commissioner Pratt reported that he used several pattern books to create his draft booklet.  He described the process he followed in preparation of the booklet.
Cedar Hill Cemetery:  Commissioner Ely will contact the high school to see if there are any records of Dr. Thomas’s talks on the cemetery.

Stockton Street Advisory Committee: No report

HPC Ordinance:  Next step – send revised ordinance to the Planning Board for their review.  If approved, they will recommend forwarding it to the Borough Council.

New Business


Street Banners for Historic District: Commissioner Buriak described his 

initiative to donate $4000 to be matched by his employer, Pfizer, for 25 street banners to be hung from the utility poles in the historic district.  The banners were designed by Ryan Rosenberg.  Dan stated that a JCP&L permit will be applied for as a preliminary step in this process.  

Adjournment: The motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Cox and seconded by Commissioner Ely.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm.  

Next Meeting: September 17, 2009
