Hightstown Historic Preservation Commission
MINUTES

Thursday, 21 May 2009

7:30 pm – Hightstown Borough Council Chambers

Call to order and Roll Call:  The meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Kirkpatrick.at 7:45pm.  Mayor Robert Patten swore in Commissioners Ely and Cox.  The Open Public Meeting Act statement was read and roll call was taken.    In attendance were: Commissioners Kirkpatrick, Buriak, Pratt, Ely, and Cox.  Council Liaison Walter Sikorski was present.
Public Comment – none

Minutes – The minutes from April 16, 2009 were moved by Commissioner Pratt, seconded by Commissioner Buriak  The Minutes were approved by unanimous vote.
Status of proposed ordinance. – Presented at PB Meeting.  PB members did not have enough time to review and comment.  They will by next meeting and they have asked that Commissioner Buriak be in attendance for a presentation and questions.  Commissioner Pratt described some of the issues that the PB mentioned would be discussion points, such as the monetary penalties, and the assumed difficulty in selling houses in the historic district.  At the PB meeting, Mr. Sikorski strongly described the misinformation on the part of some PB members about the increase in property values in historic districts.  Commissioner Buriak described to the new HPC members that there are recent studies about housing values.  He will present these studies to the PB on June 8th.

Tonight at the HPC Meeting, Commissioner Buriak explained the process of establishing the historic district boundaries as well as the town center designation.  Commissioner Kirkpatrick explained that our ordinance was pulled from other established ordinances around NJ.  Our ordinance is considered to be ‘weak’ and this was our intent, except for demolitions, where we are ‘strong.’  The National and State status is honorary, but has no laws.  Local ordinance has the laws.  Any encroachments from neighboring properties by which public money will be used must be approved by the state.  Historic Districts have the most weight for veto of a particular encroachment.
Stockton Street Streetscape Improvements – Commissioner Buriak described the plan, design and materials/patterns that will be used to the new members.  He went through the letters of support for the transportation enhancement funding aspect.  There is also a State Streets to Transit Grant that he is preparing now.  He handed out a map showing transit bus stops, schools, greenways, pedestrian routes and mass transit routes through Hightstown.  Commissioner Kirkpatrick thank Dan for all his hard work.

The fourth stage is to create walking tours and work with NJ State Scenic Byways program to get designated.

John Bull Sleepers – No updates.  Commissioner Kirkpatrick brought new members up to date on the process and progress.  There are new bus stops being placed by NJ transit.  There will be one near the sleepers.  Commissioner Buriak stated that the chief of Police is aware that the sleepers can not be disturbed.
Old Business
Borough Website – No progress.  Last meeting it was decided that business info as it relates to the HPC should be on the Borough website.  Cultural Heritage info should be on the Downtown Hightstown website.  Both websites should cross reference to the Historical Society website.  Commissioner Pratt to work on getting a link on the Borough website to the National Trust website for ‘how to register your property.’

Additional Properties for Register – None

Historic Element Revision – Commissioner Kirkpatrick will set a meeting soon with Commissioners Pratt and Buriak to discuss.
Booklet of Housing Styles – No progress.  Commissioner Pratt described the intent and hopes for the booklet to the new Commissioners.  Commissioner Cox noted that Dave Zaiser recently gave a presentation on Cottage Style houses.  We may confer with him on that style.  Commissioner Ely offered to help in any way that she can to gather information, draw, etc.  Commissioner Pratt will arrange a meeting with Commissioner Ely soon.

Cedar Hill Cemetery – Commissioner Buriak gave background regarding the hope that grant money could be obtained to rebuild the sidewalk area.  The cemetery must first be listed as a National and State landmark.  There was discussion about having a walking tour of the cemetery.  Commissioner Ely noted that the Boy scouts for several Eagle Scout projects have many times mapped the gravestones.  There should also be a drawn map at the Historic Society.  And, there are notes from Edgar Thomas from a past tour.  The tour included descriptions of what the markings on the stones mean.  This should be pulled out/together and made into something usable as a print document for tourists.
Stockton Street Advisory Committee – Commissioner Kirkpatrick to meet with Downtown Hightstown to discuss with them, June 17th.  She will email Ryan Rosenberg.  Commissioner Buriak stated that Downtown Hightstown has received 501c3 status.  

New Business  - Commissioner Buriak thinks that there should be a Video Living History Roundtable before we lose more of our knowledgeable elders.  The Commission also discussed a walking tour brochure, a sister brochure for just the historic district, maybe a Green Tour giving locations / addresses where historic plantings exist.  Commissioner Buriak mentioned that another goal is to have the Civil War Memorial cleaned.  It has never been done.
Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 9:23pm.  It was moved by Commissioner Cox and seconded by Commissioner Buriak.
