Hightstown Historic Preservation Commission

Thursday, April 16, 2009
7:30 pm @Ely House
MINUTES

· Call to order and Roll Call: The meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Christian Kirkpatrick at 7:35 pm.  The Open Public Meeting Act statement was read and roll was taken.  In attendance were: Commissioners Kirkpatrick, Buriak, Keith, Patten and Pratt.
Absent were Commissioners Mariboe and Brown.  Council Liaison Walter Sikorski was present.
· Public Comment: No members of the public were present.
· Resignations: Commissioner Kirkpatrick reported that she has received resignations from Commissioners Aughenbaugh and L’vov.  

Commissioner Kirkpatrick reported that Mayor Patten is in the process of appointing new members to replace them.

· Minutes: The minutes from March 19, 2009 were moved by Commissioner Pratt, seconded by Commissioner Buriak. The minutes were approved as read by unanimous vote.  
· Stockton Street Streetscape Improvements:  Commissioner Buriak reported on the Transportation Enhancement funding through the New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) Enhancement Program, another potential source of funds for the Stockton Street Streetscape Improvements Project.  He described the efforts that have been made so far and read a letter from US Senator Menendez in support of Hightstown’s application for funds.  The deadline is May 13, 2009.  We will submit the grant electronically.  Commissioner Buriak asked Commissioner Patten to lead the effort to obtain more than 25 endorsement letters for the grant filing for the Stockton Street Historic District Streetscape /Infrastructure.  The deadline for those letters will be the end of April. 
Once again, Chairwoman Kirkpatrick thanked Commissioner Buriak for his considerable efforts to achieve funding for this project.  
      Old Business: 
· Borough Website:  Commissioner Kirkpatrick contacted Commissioner Aughenbaugh regarding the website and left a message.

· Additional Properties for the National Register:  None have been initiated.

·  Historic Element Revision: Chairperson of the Planning Board, Steve Misiura, has requested that we take the first steps to revise the Historic Element.  Commissioners Pratt and Buriak are on a sub-committee to work on this effort.
· Booklet of Housing Styles:  No report
· Review of the HPC Ordinance: The Commission completed its review of the revised draft of the ordinance to establish a Historic Preservation Commission, providing for the designation, preservation and limited protection of Historic Landmarks and Historic Districts in the Borough of Hightstown.  Final revisions were completed. Commissioner Kirkpatrick will send the revised document to the Planning Board for their review. 
· New Business: Commissioner Buriak reported that the Downtown Hightstown group needs an historical body to be part of their organization in order for them to complete their development as a Main Street Organization and to operate with non-profit status.  The group discussed having the Stockton Street Advisory Group function as the group.  Our Stockton Street members, Commissioners Buriak and Pratt will be on this committee.  Commissioner Kirkpatrick will attend the next meeting of Downtown Hightstown to learn more about what is expected from our group.
· The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 pm.  It was moved by Commissioner Buriak and seconded by Commissioner Keith.
· Respectfully submitted by Commissioner Patten.  
