Hightstown Historic Preservation Commission

Thursday, June 30, 2009
7:30 pm @Borough Council Chambers
MINUTES

Call to order and Roll Call:  The meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Kirkpatrick at 7:40 pm. The Open Public Meeting Act statement was read and roll call was taken.    In attendance were: Commissioners Brown, Keith, Kirkpatrick, Patten, Pratt and Cox.  Council Liaison Walter Sikorski was present.

Public Comment – Chris Moraitis spoke in relation to the proposed ordinance and the removal of the demolition component. He stated that if there were no regulation regarding demolition as stated in the draft ordinance, he felt the ordinance should not go forward since without it, the HPC would only be advisory in nature and without any real power.
Minutes – The minutes from May 21, 2009 were approved by unanimous vote.

Stockton Street Streetscape Improvements -  No report
John Bull Proposal – No report

Old Business: 

Article for Newspaper: Commissioner Kirkpatrick reported that she has written an article on John and Mary Hight.  Bob Craig, member of the Hightstown East Windsor Historical Society, is currently reviewing it and Commissioner Kirkpatrick will revise it according to his research and suggestions. 

Borough Website – No report  
Additional Properties for National Register - None
Historic Element Revision – Commissioner Kirkpatrick will invite Chairperson of the Planning Board, Steve Misiura, to meet with us regarding this initiative as well as to begin working with the Planning Board to develop demolition requirements for permits that would be stronger than what currently exists.
Booklet of Housing Styles - No report
Cedarville Hill Cemetery – No report

Stockton Street Advisory Committee - Commissioner Kirkpatrick will meet soon with the Downtown Hightstown group in regard to their need for an historical body to be part of their organization in order for them to complete their development as a Main Street Organization and to operate with non-profit status.  

Status of proposed ordinance. –  Commissioner Kirkpatrick reported that she, Commissioner Buriak, Commissioner Pratt and Steve Misuira, Planning Board Chair, met with Gary Rosensweig, Planning Board attorney and Fred Rafetto, Borough Council attorney Monday morning, June 29, 2009.   After reviewing the draft ordinance and suggesting minor changes, Mr. Rosensweig stated that it was necessary to eliminate the provision regarding demolition because there would be a possibility that the borough could be sued for damages by people who had to wait to demolish their house.  

After discussion, the Commission reached consensus on the demolition issue. Those present agreed that the Historic Preservation Commission could not propose an ordinance that would open the borough to lawsuits and therefore, the provision regarding demolition should be struck from the ordinance.  

A discussion followed in which several possibilities for moving forward were discussed.  They were: 

1. We could abandon the ordinance and look for other ways to educate and influence owners of homes in the Historic District. 

2. We could move forward with the ordinance, amended as necessary, and work with the Planning Board to discourage demolitions, as suggested by the Planning Board Chair, Steve Misiura.  

3. We could present it as is, trying to get it approved by the Planning Board and Council.
It was decided to wait until the next meeting to make a decision on the above options.  Commissioner Kirkpatrick will request copies of the amended ordinance from Gary Rosensweig for the commissioners to read in advance of our next meeting.  
The date chosen for the next meeting is Tuesday, August 4, 2009 at 7:30.  (The July meeting was cancelled due to conflicting vacation schedules of the members present.)
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm, moved by Kathy Patten, seconded by George Keith.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Commissioner Patten, Secretary
