Borough of Hightstown

Environmental Commission

Environmental Commission Meeting

Meeting Date/Time:

January 26,2010 / 7:30 PM

Meeting Location:

Borough Hall, Council Room

Attendees:


Barbara Jones – Chair





Yan Troizer – Vice Chair





Isabelle McGinty – Council Liaison





Erica Kurey – HHS Liaison





Gary Grubb





Fred Monferrat





Harold Mulleavey – Secretary

Absentees:


Mellany Alio





Dave Ogorzalek





Esther Velasquez





David Zaiser

Public:



None

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 PM by Chair, Barbara Jones. 

 The Chair announced the meeting conformed with the Open Meetings Act stated it’s date, time and location advertised in the Borough’s newspapers of record.

Discussion Summary:

1.0 Agenda Approval.  The draft agenda was unanimously approved (moved by Grubb, seconded by Troizer)

2.0 Approval of Minutes.  The December 22nd meeting minutes were unanimously approved (moved by Montferrat, seconded by Mulleavey)

3.0 Shade Tree Matters
3.1 Business Stimulus Fund 2009 Grant Application.  No work yet from the State as to the status of application

3.2 Center Street Trees. Shade Tree Official reviewed the condition of the two trees and noted they were removed except for their main trunks.  EC agreed the Shade Tree Official should send a letter to the adjacent homeowner stating the trees were cut back without permit.

3.3 Park Avenue Sawtooth Oak.  Homeowner can remove the tree, provided the homeowner plants two new trees.  These trees need to be planted on Borough property, though not necessarily near the removed tree location.

3.4 Rear yard of 244 Monmouth Street.  Shade Tree Official to provide status update.

3.5 Donated Trees.  Shade Tree Official to provide status update.

3.6 Stockton Street Pear Trees.  The County removed trees at 400, 414 and 416 Stockton Street last year and has not replaced those trees yet.  Shade tree Official to contact County to remove the entire tree and grind the stump at each location.

3.7 Tree Maintenance.  Inventory and tree identification to start up again in March.

4.0 Parks and Recreation Liaison

4.1 Skating Rink.  Liaison to contact DPW as to the status of purchasing a new liner

4.2 Resource Center Boardwalk.  Completing the Boardwalk continues to be a major Goal with Parks & Recreation.  Work to start up again in the spring.  

4.3 Invite Larry Blake to the next EC to discuss the moving the oversight of the Greenway to Parks and Recreation.

4.4 Invite East Windsor EC to an upcoming meeting to discuss Greenway Connections.

5.0 Sustainable New Jersey

5.1 New Requirements. Commission is still working towards compliance with new regulations by the newly revised March 2010 deadline.  Current status of related issues include:

5.1.1 No idling Signage. Signs installed at the pre-designated locations. Krauzers sign to be installed below the existing No Loitering sign.  Signs to be photographed within the next week.

5.1.2 Light Bulb Recycling. DPW indicated the recycling container EC provided them for retaining fluorescent light bulb storage is inefficient due to the multiple light bulb sizes.  EC to investigate what type of container can be used for large fluorescent light bulbs and what can be used for smaller bulbs.  DPW concerned with the acceptance and storage of the recycling process of these light bulbs.  EC to contact DPW to discuss these concerns.

5.1.3 Animal Welfare. This item is closed.

5.1.4 Community Garden.  This item is closed.

5.1.5 Community Carbon Footprint.  Activities regarding this topic are ongoing and should reach resolution prior to the March 2010 deadline.

5.1.6 Board of Health.  Zaiser to provide update from the Board of Health to determine if there is a policy about informing new parents regarding lead hazards as part of the Borough’s Nurse Visitation Program.

5.1.7 Natural Resource Inventory.  Chair continues to find this an arduous task, unable to locate the needed items.  Grubb to research his Greenway Resource Inventory file and provide the Chair with a copy.

5.1.8 Community Asset Mapping.  Grubb to again research his Greenway Resource Inventory file and provide the Chair with a copy.

5.1.9 Safe Path to Schools.  No plan exists yet according to the Chair.  Details of the requirement not clear, next steps undetermined.

5.1.10 Stormwater Master Plan.  This item is closed.

5.1.11 Resolution Recognizing DPW & Director Larry Blake.  This item is closed.

6.0 Recycling Computers & Televisions

6.1 DPW concerned with the acceptance and storage of the recycling process of computers and televisions.

6.2 Invite Larry Blake to the next EC meeting to discuss the recycling process. 

7.0 Non-Competitive Grant.

7.1 Nothing new to report.

8.0 Live Christmas Tree Program.

8.1 Eleven (11) live Christmas trees were purchased.  EC considered this a success for its first year of inception.  Planting locations TBD at a later date.

8.2 Plaque.  Additional plaques needed.  Chair to set up Purchase Order next week.  Chair to scan Plaque sketch and send it to Grubb to purchase.

9.0 Peddie School Student Involvement – Stormwater.

9.1 Chair to meet with Peddie School on Thursday 1/28/10 to discuss Stormwater activities such as Timber Run and Rocky Brook clean up.

10.0 HHS Student Environmental Project Proposal.

10.1 Student survey indicated the lack of recycling bins in public locations is evident throughout the community.  This survey highlighted restaurants and general merchandise locations.

10.2 Erica to evaluate the recycling process at the businesses open to the public, determine the recycling process at each location and propose how those businesses can enhance the recycling effort in Hightstown.

10.3 A fundraiser was suggested to facilitate HHS student involvement. Erica to investigate if a fundraiser was do-able and what type of fundraiser is best appropriate.

10.4 Our Council Liaison to review the Council Code for restaurant, general businesses and public location requirements for recycling.  If there is a requirement a sign should be installed at pertinent locations.

10.5 An invitation to a Downtown Hightstown Org Rep was suggested to facilitate this proposal from the HHS students.

11.0 HEC Web Site.

11.1 The Chair indicated from conversations with EC members the Web Site would be revised by the end of February.

12.0 New Tree Plantings.

12.1 Vice Chair stated he had access to approximately 15-20 bare root, 6-7 foot tall whip trees of various species available for a cost between $15-20 each for a spring planting.  Vice Chair to discuss these tree plantings and species with the Shade Tree Official.

13.0 Municipal Assessment.

13.1 Chair to provide a Draft Statement to Downtown Hightstown outing the treeless Avenues in Hightstown, particularly Franklin Street.  Chair intends to send this statement prior to the next Business Meeting.

14.0 Memorial Park/Parking Lot.

14.1 EC received the revised Memorial Park Parking Lot Plan to the existing council 3 days prior to this meeting.  Council Liaison indicated the plan was approved by Council, but just for Traffic Accessibility and Alignment.

14.2 The Memorial Parking Lot realignment was evaluated by the EC during the meeting.  Chair to submit their concerns to Carmella.  EC’s issues to the parking lot included:

Lack of planting schedule

Details of a tree removal/installation process

Subgrade removal at the existing driveway location

Confirmation of tree caliper size of tree removal/replacement

14.3 Chair to contact Carmella to schedule a walk thru with all shareholders.  Chair to summarize Parking Lot comments following walk thru with Hightstown Engineer.

15.0 Meeting Conclusion.

15.1 This EC Business Meeting Adjourned at 9:10PM

15.2 Next EC Business Meeting is scheduled on February 23, 2010 at 7:30PM in the Borough Hall Council Room.

Respectfully Submitted,

Harold Mulleavey

Hightstown Environmental Commission

Secretary
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