Borough of Hightstown

Environmental Commission

Environmental Commission Meeting

Meeting Date/Time:

March 23, 2010 / 7:30 PM

Meeting Location:

Borough Hall, Council Room

Attendees:


Yan Troizier – Vice Chair





Isabel McGinty – Council Liaison





Erica Kurey – HHS Liaison





Fred Montferrat- Plan’g Bd Liaison





David Zaiser- Shade Tree Official (STO)




Gary Grubb





Esther Velazquez




Harold Mulleavey – Secretary

Absentees:


Mellany Alio









Barbara Jones




David Ogorzalek

Public:



None
The meeting was called to order at 7:36pm by Vice Chair, Yan Troizier. 

 The Chair announced the meeting conformed to the Open Meetings Act stated its date, time and location advertised in the Borough’s newspapers of record.

Discussion Summary:

1.0 Agenda Approval.  The draft agenda was unanimously approved (moved by Zaiser, seconded by Mulleavey)

2.0 Approval of Minutes.  The January 26th meeting minutes were unanimously approved (moved by Zaiser, seconded by Troizier)

3.0 Shade Tree Matters
3.1 Business Stimulus Fund 2009 Grant Application.  No work yet from the State as to the status of application. STO followed up with the State and the App was filled out correctly, it went thru Council. Next step: HEC to send out Bid for tree plantings w/ contract specialist oversight, send out RFP, award to low bidder.

3.2 Park Avenue Sawtooth Oak.  STO to discuss with homeowner if they can remove the tree provided the homeowner plants two new trees.  These trees need to be planted on Borough Property though not necessarily near the removed tree location.

3.3 Rear yard of 244 Monmouth Street.  STO sent memo to Code Official stating the homeowner should remove the tree due to a portion of the tree that collapsed.

3.4 Donated Trees.  STO to provide status update.

3.5 Stockton Street Pear Trees.  The County removed trees at 400, 414 and 416 Stockton Street last year and has not replaced those trees yet.  STO to contact County to remove the entire tree and grind the stump at each location.

3.6 160 First Ave – Street Tree fell. STO to contact DPW
3.7 Tree Maintenance: Inventory and Tree identification to start up again in April and May.

4.0 Parks and Recreation 
4.1 Rocky Brook Resource Center Boardwalk.  Completing the Boardwalk continues to be a major Goal with Parks & Recreation and the Environmental Commission. Work to start up again in the spring.  

4.2 Greenway Responsibility: Parks/Recreation wants to start a dialogue regarding responsibility.  Greenway is partially finished.  Greenway property is Borough owned in some locations and leased in others.  Further discussions to be announced.

4.3 Contact East Windsor EC to an upcoming meeting to discuss Greenway Connections.  The preliminary discussions will be primarily between each Commission.

4.4 Walkability Assessment Program: A program that highlights local walking and biking to various locations in the Community such as schools, churches and downtown destinations was loosely discussed.  Al attendees expressed interest in more information. Contact to be made with Program.  More information expected in upcoming meetings.

4.5 A tree planted by GG, YT and BJ disappeared with the install. of a new drain pipe. GG to plant a new tree

5.0 Sustainable New Jersey

5.1 New Requirements. Commission continues to work towards compliance with new regulations by a date TBD.
5.2 No Idling Signage: Krauzers to be contacted regarding sign placement.

5.3 Light Bulb Recycling: recycling container for 8’ long bulb continues to be a problem due to its size.  Contact Monferrat regarding container.  This size bulb is used minimally throughout the Community.  The town will store all bulb sizes. Delivery of bulbs to the County Recycling Center to be by EC.  Small bulbs should be dropped off to DPW in a brown paper bag.  Downtown Hightstown could make Hightstownians aware of the procedure how to recycle fluorescent light bulbs.

5.4 Community Action Footprint: Activities regarding this topic are ongoing.

5.5 Lead Hazard Awareness: The Borough Nurse Visitation Program does not state anything about informing new parents regarding the hazards of lead in the home.  On line Federal Guidelines to be researched for information.

5.6 Natural Resource Inventory: Sub Committee to be put together to locate and establish the required items for the Inventory.  
5.7 Community Asset Mapping: A package of acquired information to date to be submitted; however, the remaining information will be researched by the Sub Committee work described in these meeting minutes, Agenda item #5.6 and submitted later.

5.8 Safe Path to School: The Program described in these meeting minutes, Agenda Item #4.5 could provide the requirements for this Activity.  The Program’s information is pending.

5.9 A Triathlon is planned in the Fall. Info to follow.

6.0 Recycling Computers & Televisions

6.1 Goodwill provides a container for computers only.  Computers are gutted for recycling plastic and metal.  Deliver computers to DPW between 8:30 and 4:30 The Town to issue a tax-deductible receipt. This info will be advertised by Downtown Hightstown. 

7.0 Non-Competitive Grant.

 STO to write a Press Release announcing the Grant Award
8.0 Live Christmas Tree Program.

8.1 Eleven (11) live Christmas trees to be planted at a later date.  Planting locations TBD at a later date.

8.2 Tree Plaques.  Sketch provided.  Plaques to be made sometime within the next 4-6 weeks. Commission to write a Thank You Letter to Jim _____.
8.3 Better Beginnings want their trees to be Marked.

9.0 Peddie School Student Involvement – Stormwater.

9.1 Peddie School EC provided a host of activities designated to the environment of Stormwater.  Peddie to get back with the EC.

10.0 HHS Student Environmental Project Proposal.

10.1 Field investigation indicated minimal recycling bins in Downtown stores. Most storeowners were agreeable to recycling bins in their businesses.

10.2 Mr. Blake & Ms. Kurey created a letter informing residents of the bins in commercial locations.  This letter was submitted to Downtown Hightstown to further communicate to the stores/community.

10.3 Ms. Kurey to created labels to identify the recycling bins. Number of labels TBD.
10.4 Ms. Kurey to email letter in English/Spanish to Council Liaison for placement on Borough letterhead and subsequent signature by the HEC Chair.for further distribution
11.0 HEC Web Site.

11.1 Web Site update remains open. Pending items are the need for a Content Mgr. for site creation, updates and improvement. Locating a HHS or MCCC student could be a good source. Gary Stevens could be available for this activity. Chair to discuss this Ms. Alio.
11.2 Ms. Alio reached out to Downtown Hightstown for Webmaster software. Multiple access to the website is desired.

11.3 Municipal E-news to subscribers is an excellent compliment to a website.

12.0 New Tree Plantings.

12.1 Trees have been ordered for a spring planting.  Vice Chair and Shade Tree Official to discuss planting locations. The planting date is tentatively scheduled for April 30, 2010.
12.2 The Memorial Park tree planting to be coordinated by the EC Chair following her discussion with the Library. 
13.0 Municipal Assessment.

13.1 Treeless Avenues: Chair to send statement to Downtown Hightstown regarding Treeless Avenues focusing Franklin Street.

13.2 Stormwater Ordinance: The recent Stormwater report performed by The Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed indicated waterways had low scores and were in bad shape.  The Watershed stated the Borough Ordinance regulating Stormwater cleanliness must be changed.

13.3 Ratable/Land Use Type: This section of the recent submission must be changed to better reflect the Master Plan.

14.0 Memorial Park/Parking Lot.

14.1 The Memorial Park Parking Lot was evaluated by the EC during the Jan. ’10 meeting.  Chair to submit their concerns to Carmella.  EC’s issues to the Parking Lot included:

Lack of planting schedule

Details of a tree removal/installation process

Subgrade removal at the existing driveway location

Confirmation of tree caliper size of tree removal/replacement



Chair to schedule a meeting in April with the Borough Engineer.
15.0 Cranbury Station Road/Williams St Prop. Development Plan Review 
15.1 The Commission gave the Plans a precursory review. The STO took the Plans home for a more detail review and will report his finding to the Chair.
16.0 Meeting Conclusion:

16.1 This EC Business Meeting adjourned at 9:10pm.

16.2 Next EC business Meeting is scheduled for April 27, 2010 at 7:30 pm in the Borough Hall Council Room.
Respectfully Submitted,

Harold Mulleavey
Harold Mulleavey

Hightstown Environmental Commission

Secretary
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