
ORDINANCE 2016-04 
BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN 

COUNTY OF MERCER 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 29, ENTITLED “SIGNS”, 
SECTION 12, ENTITLED “GRAND OPENING SIGNS”, OF THE “REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES 

OF THE BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN, NEW JERSEY.” 

  WHEREAS, the Planning Board has made certain recommendations for revisions to Chapter 29, “Signs”, 
Section 12, entitled “Grand Opening Signs” of the Borough Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of 
Hightstown; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council has reviewed and concurs with these recommendations.  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown as 
follows: 

 Section 1.  Chapter 29 “Signs”, Section 12, entitled “Grand Opening Signs” is hereby amended as follows 
(underline for additions, strikethroughs for deletions): 

29-12. GRAND OPENING SIGNS 

Grand-opening signs shall comply with the provisions of this chapter including the following additional 
requirements:   
 
A. Grand-opening signs shall be permitted for periods of time not to exceed thirty (30) days.  The signs are to only 
note the initial opening of a business or a change in the ownership of the premises on which the sign is located. A 
grand opening of another establishment in the same chain of stores or under the same ownership shall not be 
grounds for permission to install grand-opening signs for existing businesses.   

  
B. Grand-opening signs may be facade signs, freestanding signs, or banners or red, white and blue bunting.   

  
C. Grand-opening signs shall not exceed the total sign area permitted on the premises for permanent signs. Such 
signs shall be permitted in addition to any permanent signage allowed. For the purposes of this subsection, the total 
sign area of banners shall not exceed that for facade signs.   

 

D. Coming soon signs shall be permitted for periods of time not to exceed thirty days.  The signs are to only note the 
business that will be opening and the anticipated opening date.  A coming soon sign of another establishment in the 
same chain of stores or under the same ownership shall not be grounds for permission to install coming soon signs 
for existing businesses. 

 

E. Coming soon signs may be window signs attached to the interior of the window.  The sign lettering should be 
professionally painted or applied.  “Loose” hand painted or stenciled painted letters are not acceptable.  The sign 
must have a professional appearance. 

 



F. Coming soon signs will be limited to half the size of the window it is being displayed in. 

 

SECTION 2   Severability 

The provisions of this Ordinance are severable, and the invalidity of any section, subdivision, paragraph or other 
wording in this Ordinance shall not affect the validity or effectiveness of the remainder of this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 3  Effective Date 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon compliance with procedures prescribed by law, including NJSA 40:55D-97 of 
the Municipal Land Use Law (Submission of plan and ordinances to County Planning Board for approval). 

 

Introduced: February 1, 2016 

 

Adopted:  

 

ATTEST:  

 

 

____________________________          _____________________________    
Debra L. Sopronyi     Lawrence D. Quattrone  
Municipal Clerk      Mayor 
 

  


